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PREFACE. 


#7 HOUGH in the pre- 
3 6 lent Age, the World 
ſeems to be wholly af- 
feted with Novelty ; and the 
Recency of the Fact from 
which any Work is compoſed, 
rather than the Incidents at- 
tendant upon it, for the moſt 
part creates a Demand for it ; 
1 ſhall make little tanker 
A pology for introducing the 
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following Sheets to public 
View, than from the uncom- 
monneſs of the Story, and 
ſurpriſingneſs of the Turns of 
Life that accompany it; being 
ſuch as are ſcarce to be ex- 
ceeded, if paralelled, in any 
one Family for Ages paſt. 


I muſt confeſs, that had the 


Manuſerip t fallen into my 


Hands = any other Chance 
than it did, I ſhould have 
been ſtrongly induced to have 
aſcribed the whole to mere 
Fiction; but being cloſely en- 
gaged, by the Nature of my 


Profeſſion, in tracing out the 
Title 
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Title of a very honourable 
Family, to the paternal Eſtate, 


from the Beginning of the laſt 


Century, and in ſevering from 
an Abundance of ' Rubbiſh, 
thoſe Flowers only, with 
when collected, might anſwer 
my Patron's Purpoſe, and evi- 
dence the Truth of his Preten- 
ſions to the Poſſeſſions he then 
enjoyed, it was my F ortune, 
amidſt this Heap of Confuſion, 
to caſt my Eye upon the fol- 
lowing Sheets, neatly ſewed 
together, and . intitled, .7he 


Hi 2 of 0 own n Life. 
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PREFACE: 


The Oddity of the Title 
firſt ſtriking my Fancy, Curi- 
olity, ſo natural to Man, pre- 
vailed for my offering at ſuch 
ſcanty Remarks, as might be 
obtained from broken Sketches 


only, on the Spot where my 


Duty lay ; and thoſe only, 


in the Abſence of my Em- | 


ployer. | 


ſo intereſting, that my Incli- 
nation would ſubmit to no 
Gratification inferior to a' mo- 


ral Certainty 


De- 


The Story appeared to me 


of the Writer; 
this, at length, I gained, to a 
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Demonſtration, by a Compa- 
riſon of the Hiſtory itſelf, 
with ſeveral Letters wrote in 
the very ſame Hand, and by 
the very Originals themſelves, 


of thoſe inſerted in "We: 
Work. 


Hogs 8 far g my 
Way, I. preſented it to my 
Patron, as the Labour of the 
Anceſtor I then named to him, 
requeſting his Favour for my 
more ſerious Peruſal of it. 
This he not only granted me, 


but having no perſonal Turn 


in his own Nature for Inqui- 
ſitiveneſs, he, at my next Pe- 
| A 4 tition, 
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tition, complimented me with 
the Work itſelf. 


If I chatdcs not to prove 6 
the moſt uncommon Turn 
from the reſt of Mankind, I 
may preſume, no leſs Satis 
faction may redound to them, 


than I muſt admit myſelf to 
have received from the Peruſal 
of it; and though it was 
wrote, as near as J ean gueſs, 

about an hundred and twenty- 
ſve Years ago, yet the Matter 
being incapable of Decay from 
Age, is of the fame Import- 

ance for exciting the Paſſions 
now, as at the time of the 
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Tranſactions themſelves : For 
ſeverer Trials are ſcarce to be 
met with, than of the Parties 
here before us, or, indeed, 
more lively Evidences of the 
Interpoſition of Providence; 
but not to anticipate the De- 
light the Reader may enjoy 
— purſuing the Narrative in 
my Authoreſs's own Words, 
without further I 2 ption, 
than to a e for leaving 
its Title 21 it; thou gb, 
in ſome meaſure to correct 
the Unmeanningneſs of it, I 
have added the main Drift of 
che Hiſten to it, and for the 


Reader's 
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Reader's Satisfaction, I have 
ſomewhat modernized its Stile, 
and divided it into Chap- 


ters. 


THE EDITOR. 
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Mis Biddy Farmer's ſuppoſed Paren- 
rage. Educated by her Godmother 
Lady Betty G——s8. Lady Betty 
marries the Earl of B— n. Takes 
Biddy into her Service. Death of 
Lady Betty. Biddy marries Lord 
Richard G—r—d. Keeps it ſe- 

cret. 


PO Remark is more common 
than of the 10 orb 
N of Mankind in general; 

Ah Individual prides himſelf in A 
1 B deeper 


2 The HISTORY of 
deeper Penetration into the Tranſ- 
actions of his Fellows than his Neigh- 
bour ; but, probably, were all things 
to be expoſed to an unſcreened and 
naked Review, the greateſt pre- 
tended Connoiſſeurs would appear to 
be the moſt deceived of any. 

I am the rather induced to inſiſt 
upon the Reality of my Sentiments, 
from the Example of my own elf, 
now in my View, who had lived to 
my twenty-ſeventh Year, before 1 
had imbibed the leaſt genuine Inti- 
mation from any one, either who I 
was, or of what Name or Family. 

I had been bred up as the Daugh- 
ter of Mary Thomas, a Carpenter's 
Wife in the Liberty of Weſtminſter, 
by her firſt Huſband Giles Farmer, 
a Chairman to a very noble Family, 


not far from St. James's; but had 


received a much more liberal and 
polite Education, than uſually falls 
to the Share of Children, deſcended 
from Perſons of equal Occupation, 
either with my own, or my Step- 

75 Father: 
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Father: My Mother always account- 
ing for it amongſt her Acquain- 
tance, from the Generoſity of the 
Lady Betty 6G——, in whoſe Ser- 
vice ſhe had formerly lived, and 
who had honoured me with the 
Title of her Godchild, nay, ſo fond 
was ſhe of me, that I frequently 
ſpent a Month or two at a time in 
her Family. 

I was never put upon any man- 
ner of ſervile Labour at my Mo- 
ther's, my Godmother having for- 
bidden it; but my moſt uſual Ex- 
erciles were, either a Book, or 
Needle-work, in the former of 
which I moſt delighted ; though I 
had wrought no ſmall Quantity of 
the latter, for my Godmother, who 
never failed of rewarding me moſt 
amply for it; and then, nature hav- 
ing formed me of a moſt mild, and 
obliging Diſpoſition, I was no leſs 
beloved by my Father-in-Law,- than 
if I had been his own Child. 

IN | B 2 About 
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About my thirteenth Year, my 
Godmother was courted by the Earl 


of B 


n, an elderly Gentleman, 


in reſpect of herſelf, who was then 


as fine a Lady, as moſt were in 
England. | 3 

This Nobleman, as the Story 
went of him, had in his very early 
Life arrived in London, a moſt help- 
leſs Lad from Lancaſhire, where he 
had left a very diſtreſſed Family, 
of ſeveral Brothers and Siſters be- 
hind him. 

His natural Propenſity to buſi- 
neſs, and the Diſdain wherewith 
he ſuſtained a Life of Rags and 
Beggary (no remedy againſt which 
preſented to him in his own Coun- 
try) together with the great Mat- 
ters he had heard to be attainable 
in London, by ſuch whom Fortune 
favoured there, invited him, to 
commit himſelf to the Patronage of 
a Carrier of thoſe parts, whom he 
had engaged to aſſiſt upon the Jour- 

P | ney, 


my Own LITE. 5 


ney, for the Sake of his Proviſion 
by the Way. 

The Lad proved fo willing and 
tractable upon the Road, that on 
his Arrival in Town, the Carrier 
made a Point of recommending him, 
to the Tapſter of the Inn he put 
up at. Here, by his ſuperior 
Diligence, he did Credit to his kind 
Patron, and for the Space of two 
Years, behaved himſelf ſo inculp- 
ably, that the Carrier began to claim 
an Intereſt in him ; inſomuch, that 
being one Day at the Delivery of a 
Parcel of Goods to a wholeſale 
Dealer, who chanced to enquire of 
him after one of his Country Lads 
for an Errand-boy ; the Carrier put 
in for his Pupil, by ſo favourable 
an Account of him, that the Draper, 
delighted with his Character, di- 
rectly received him into his Family. 

In about ſix Vears Time, having 
picked up ſome ſmattering of Let- 
ters and Accounts, from the Jour- 
neymen and Apprentices, (for his 

B 3 aſpiring 
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aſpiring Genius ſuffered him not the 
Indulgence of idle Hours) he was 
advanced to the Compting-houſe, in 
which Capacity, ſoon becomin 

moſt neceſſary to his Maſter, he 
dived ſo deeply into the Myſteries of 
Trade, that about his twenty-eighth 
Year, his Maſter dying, he not 
only gained Credit for his whole 
Stock, but was held in fuch Eſteem 
by the Factors, Clothiers, and others 
who had traded with his Maſter, 
for an active, induſtrious, and ju- 
dicious Man, that through the 
Countenance they afforded him in 
tis proper Occupation, he was ſoon 
enabled, even to outſtrip them at 
their own, for he fell into ſo con- 


ſiderable a Way of Exportation, as 


ſcarce to be equalled, by a fingle 

Merchant upon the Exchange. 
Wealth then rolling in from 
numberleſs Channels, his ambitious 
Inclination, ever reſtleſs till it be- 
came boyant, firſt byafſed him to 
marriage with one of the moſt opu- 
lent 


my Own L1FE. 7 
lent City Heireſſes; when, to com- 
pleat the Progreſs of his Advance- 
ment, he purchaſed an 1r:/þ Earl- 
dome, in order to advance the Fa- 
mily of the G -t; having ſome 
Time before, founded a Free- ſchool, 
in his own native Pariſh, to perpe- 
tuate his Memory there. 

The News of my Godmother's 
Marriage, was a ſevere Blow to me, 
who had ever built vaſt Hopes upon 
her future Benefactions to me: For 
the Dread of a riſing Generation of 
her own, ſo damped my Expecta- 
tions, leſt they ſhould not only ſup- 
plant me in. her Ladyſhip's Favour, 
but at length, wholly withdraw her 
Benevolence from me, that I be- 
came almoſt. inconfolable, notwith- 
ſtanding all my Mother's Endea- 
vours to raiſe my Spirits; who, leſt 
I ſhould deſpond, daily cheared me 
with Aſſurances, that I need neither 
fear my Godmother's Affection 
whilſt ſhe lived, or her Concern for 

B 4 my 
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my Proviſion, and that in an hand- 
ſom manner too, at her deceaſe. 

This ſeeming Certainty of my 
Mother's, kept me ſtill Heart-whole, 
nor wanted I Encouragement there- 
to, from the Steadineſs of my God- 
mother's Proceedings towards me, 
even with as liberal an Hand as be- 
fore her Marriage, nay, rather ex- 
ceeding therein ; till, in the fourth 
Year of her Marriage, ſhe took me 
home to her, as a Companion for 
Lady - Margaret her eldeſt Child, 
then much about three Years old. 

Lord B—— had a Son (by his 
firſt Lady) Lord G-—r-—4, who 
was about two Years my ſenior, 
towards whom, for his obliging 
Behaviour to her, my Lady bore 
little leſs Affection than to her own 
Offspring; nor could ſhe refrain 
from daily Teſtimonies of it, either 
to himſelf, or thoſe about her. 

So long as my dear Lady lived, I 
eſteemed myſelf one of the moſt 
happy Creatures on Earth. I was 
ex- 


my Own Lrre. 9 
exceedingly diligent in my Employ- 
ment, nor could my Care of her 
Infant-Daughter have been repaid 
with more poſſible Tenderneſs than 
my Lady conſtantly expreſſed for 
me: For I could plainly perceive, 
that ſhe ſtudied frequent Excurſions 
for the young Lady, merely for my 
Gratification and Amuſement ; nor 
ſeemed ſhe ever better pleaſed, than 
when ſhe was ſure ſhe had delighted 
me : But this laſted not long ; for 
my little Charge was ſcarce five 
Years old, when my good Lady, 
her Mother died, of a Surfeit ſhe 
had taken, by eating Peaches when 
the was hot. 

My Sorrow for ſo invaluable a 
Miſtreſs, was paſt Expreſſion for 
ſome time ; but as that by Degrees 
abated, I began to confider with 
myſelf, by what means I might be 
aſcertained, whether my Godmother 
had made any future Proviſion for 
me or not; but as my Lord had 
never yet mentioned any ſuch thing, 

* "DB $ nor 
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nor had I ever heard of any Will 
that ſhe had made, I took the ear- 
lieſt Opportunity that offered of call- 
ing upon my Mother for her Ad- 
vice in the Affair; and to enquire, 


Whether my Godmother had ever 


hinted to her, what ſhe would do 
for me, and by what means. 

My Lady had now been dead a 
full Month ; but it being the very 
firſt Viſit I had made to my Mother 
fince her Death, ſhe fell into ſuch a 
Fit of weeping at Sight of me, as by 
no Intreaties of mine to be reclaimed 
from. I wondered not, at firſt, at 
the Extravagance of her Grief, im- 
puting it to the Fondneſs ſhe had 
imbibed for a former Miſtreſs, who 
had ever proved fo true a Friend to 
her ; but, at length, could perceive 
ſhe had ſomewhat at Heart, which 
the laboured with to greater Exceſs, 
than the Loſs of a Miſtreſs only 
could have occaſioned. 

On every the leaſt Relaxation of 


her Paſſion ſhe would fix her Eyes 
| Si 
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immoveably upon me; but when 
about to utter her Mind by Speech, 
the Tears would again interrupt her 
Intention, till ſeizing the Opportunity 
for venting my Errand to her, ſhe 
aſſured me, that ſhe had often heard 
my Lady fay, that *ſhe would give 
me ten thouſand Pounds in Marriage, 
could ſhe but procure me a Match. 
fuitable to her own Inclination ; but 
added, that ſhe would not diſcloſe 
fo much to me, leſt it might make 
me vain, and above my Buſineſs. 
My Mother alſo inſiſted, that ſhe 
was well aſſured my Godmother, by 
ſome means or other, had made a 
Proviſion for me; but, as I was 
fearful of mentioning any ſuch thing 
to the Earl, we let it reſt till Time 
might produce a Diſcovery. 
It was little more . three 
Months after the Deceaſe of my 
Lady, that Lord G—+—4q, who, 
from my firſt Introduction into the 
Family, had behaved with an un- 
common Complacency towards me, 
; de- 
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| declared his Paſſion for me in the 
| moſt finiſhed Strains; which, tho', 
1 from a Senſe of my Duty to his 
: Father, I at firſt neglected, yet his 
U frequent Repetitions of the ſame, 
accompanied with the profoundeſt 
Regard for me, and Solemnity of 
| 


his Engagements of an honourable 

Affection only, at length became 

Arguments too potent for me to 

withſtand. 

| His Lordſhip's Tender of Mar- 

| riage prevailed for my Conſent ; and 

| after very ſlight Preparations for that 

Solemnity, we were privately Owen 

| in Wedlock : For his Lordſhip in 

ſiſted, that it ſhould be reſerved as 

a Secret from his Father, leſt, being 4 

in his own Temper very lofty, it % 

might move him to diſinherit him. 1 
I could not but judge this Caution 

prudent, and for ſome little time 

after we were firſt married, his 

Lordſhip ſeemed as defirous of my 

ſtill retaining my Poſt in his Father's 

Family as I myſelf was; but that 

| laſted 
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laſted not long; for as he was, to 


all Appearance, exceſſively fond of 
me, we being unable to ſteal ſo 
many uninterrupted Meetings at his 
Father's as his Lordſhip ſeemed 
anxious for, he ſoon inſiſted upon 
my leaving the Earl's Service, and 
retiring to a private Lodging that he 
had provided for me. For Biddy, 
ſaid he, it cuts me to the very Soul, 
to hear you commanded, even by 
my Father himſelf ; nor can I bear 
to be the daily Spectator of a Perſon 
ſo dear to me, in a leſs worthy Sta- 
tion than becomes my Lady. 

The fingular Obligations I ſtood 
indebted to his Lordſhip in, exclu- 
five of the Love I bore him, which 
was not to have been exceeded, had 
already reduced me to a perfect Ac- 
quieſcence in his every Sentiment ; 
and I obeyed him. He accommo- 
dated me at a little Diſtance from 
Town, in as elegant a Taſte as could 
become his Lady, under the Fortune 
he was then poſſeſſed of; * 

N 
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ſoon coming of age, and thereupon, 
to an Eſtate which had been left 
him by his Mother's Uncle, of up- 
wards of three thouſand Pounds a- 


year, with an elegant Family: ſeat 


upon it; he then preſented me with 
a Chariot, and further enlarged our 
Family and Attendants; when, left 


our Meetings ſhould become too 


public, fo near Town, I was re- 
moved to his Seat in Hertfordſhire, 
about twenty-five Miles from Lon- 
don, where he uſually ſpent four 
Days of the ſeven, in each Week 
with me. 

I had brought his Lordſhip three 
Children, two Sons, and a Daughter, 
in as many Years; of all whom he 
was ſo extremely fond, that they be- 
came freſh Guarrantees of our ſub- 
fiſting mutual Affection, and Confi- 
dence ; nor could any two on Earth 
be more intimately attached to each 
other, than his Lordſhip and I 
Were. . 
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I had had but little Opportunity 
of my Mother's Company, during 
my Refidence near London, and 
much leſs, ſince my Retirement to 
Hertfordſhire : For knowing how 
exactly ſcrupulous Lord G-—r-—d 
was, of divulging our Marriage, I 
had not only avoided all my former 
Companions, who might, through 
Jealouſy, have ſuſpected it from my 
Manner of living ; but had in great 
Meaſure, extended the Caution even 
to my Mother herſelf, though ſhe 
had been preſent at our Nuptials ; 
inſomuch, that I had not ſeen her 
thrice ſince I had been ſettled in the 
Country ; but Mr. Thomas, her then 
Huſband, had often been at my 
Houſe, on many Occaſions, in his 
way of Buſineſs. 


* 
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c N C 2K: Þ cνοανν 
CHAP II. 


Character of Stringer. Accompanies 
Lord Ger- d in his Viſits to Biddy. 
Stringer's Villainy. Biddy recon- 
ciled. Stratagem to debauch Biddy; 
how prevented. Stringer is ſeverely 


diſciplined. 


TF it was poſſible for a Man to 
have adored his Wife for Years 
together, certainly, Lord G—r—d 
was the Inſtance ; and if it was poſ- 
ſible for a Woman to have had nei- 
ther Will or Affection, but what 
were excited from Love and Obedi- 
ence to her Huſband, I muſt with- 
out vanity, declare myſelf to have 
been the Example, who can ſafely 
affirm, that in every Action in Life, 
my Choice was determined, ſolely, 


from the Motive of its agreeableneſs, 


or difreliſh to his Pleaſure ; nor had 
| I 
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I the leaſt Reaſon in the World for 
varying my Conduct; for my dear 
Lord was ever ſo cautious of limit- 
ing his Inclination, till by a fide Ad- 
vance, he had diſcovered mine, that 
though I appeared to have been ac- 
tuated by his Propoſitions, yet in 
fact, he offered none, but what he 
was aſſured would receive my Coun- 
tenance, and Approval. | 
Thus exquiſitely did our Time 
ſs, for the firſt four Years of our 
arriage-ſtate; nor had I, or have 

I now, the leaſt doubt but that it 
would have ſo continued for our 
whole Lives, without Interruption, 
had our Union ſo long remained a 
Secret from Lord B-—-1 ; but Fate 
had otherwiſe ordained ; for in our 
fifth Year, Lord G—r—4, out of 
the peculiar Regard he had for one 
Mr. Stringer, an old School-fellow 
of his at Eaton, and his conſtant, 
and almoſt inſeparable Companion 
when in London, brought him down 
to 


IX 
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to pay myſelf and the Children a 
Viſit; for that as he then aſſured 
me, Stringer and he having ſuch an 
entire Confidence in each other, as 
from their Infancy, to have been 
animated but with one Soul, he was 
certain he could truſt him, equally 
with himſelf; nor could he longer 
endure the Uneaſineſs he had fuf- 
fered, in conferving the Secret of 
our Marriage from him. 

His Lordſhip having ever been fo 
anxious for perfevering in privacy, 
I replied, that himſelf was the beſt 
able to judge of Mr. Stringer's Ta- 
citurnity, and I hoped, that from 
a ſenſe of Affection for his Lord- 
thip, nothing would eſcape him to 
his Lordfhip's Difpteafure; but 
owned, that as he had fo long been 
detained from the Knowledee of it, 
I could fcarce have imagined, it 
would have been an Inconvenience, 
had he ftill remained fo. 

My deareſt Biday, faid his Lord- 
ſhip, Stringer and I commenced 


Friend- 
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Friendſhip, at eleven Years of age, 
and have inviolably maintained it 
ever ſince. Poor Man! added 
he, though born to the Expectation 
of a pretty Fortune, his Father's 
Affairs at his Death, turning out in- 
expreſſably bad, I have, from the 
conſtant Regard I ever bore him, 
allowed him a Support from my 
own Income, when it was at firſt, 
but eight hundred a-year, and al- 
ways defrayed his Expences, when- 
ever we were in Company together, 
which I may fay, hath been almoſt 
daily ; and fince I have been in pof- 
ſeſſion of my Uncle's Eftate, I have 
penfioned him at two hundred 
Pounds a-year, beſides clearing his 
Way in my Company as before; 
from whence, and from the natural 
Tendency of his Inclination to me, 
I am well aſſured, that he would 
die upon the Rack, before he would 
diſcloſe the leaſt Tittle of what I 
ſhould enjoin him privacy in : For 
I have ever been perfuaded, that he 
rejoices 
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rejoices at my Gratification, even 
beyond his own. 

His Lordſhip having thus quieted 
my Fears relative to Mr. Stringer, 
and pleaſing himſelf at Stringer's 
Participation of the Enjoyments of 
Life with us; he being a moſt accom- 
pliſhed Gentleman, and an agree- 
able Companion, for ſome Weeks 
conſtantly brought him down with 
him, and at his Return, took him 
back again ; till he and I by degrees 
growing familiar, his Lordſhip would 
ſome times leave him behind him 
for a Day or two, in his own Ab- 
ſence, to keep me Company. 

This had not often happened, 
before Stringer, to my thinking, en- 
croached too far upon the Liberty 
granted him, which ſet me upon 
my guard againſt a too cloſe Inti- 
macy with him ; but one Morning, 
his Lordſhip, upon his Departure 
for London, intimating his Deſign of 
ſtaying there for beſt part of the 
Week, Mr. Stringer laid ws 5-4 

at 
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that Opportunity, for puſhing his 
fait to me with great Earneſtneſs; 
in direct Terms, offering me his 
Love: Nay, ſo importunate was he, 
that it even put me to a Non-plus, 
in what manner I ſhould behave to 
him. For, though I received the 
Indignity with all becoming Diſdain, 
yet, as an open Diſcovery of it, 
might in its Conſequence, have 
much affected his Lordſhip's future 
Peace, I was defirous of ſome ſe- 
rious Reflection upon the Subject 
by myſelf, before I proceeded to 
that Extremity, which my natural 
Inclination moſt prompted me. to, 
and which I judged, my own Cha- 
rater to require; ſo that without 
other Teſtimony of my Reſentment, 
than was apparent from my Coun- 
tenance, occaſioned by the adverſe 
Suggeſtions of my Mind, I ſtarting 
up, ruſhed violently out of the Room, 
and retiring to my. Chamber, left 
him. | 

It 
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It would be impoſſible to deſcribe 
them, were I to attempt a Diſclo- 
ſure of the ſeveral Workings of my 
Brain, in my Solitude, In the 
Height and Vigour of my Reſent- 
ment, I had reſolved, by my own 
Au hority, to have forbidden him 
the Houſe, and in caſe of his Non- 
complyance, to have impelled him 
thence, by the Aid of my Servants. 

As my Paſſion ſubſided, I flacken- 
ed in my purſuit of theſe violent 
Meaſures, by reflecting, that ſhould 
1 diſmiſs him before my Lord's Re- 
turn, his own Story would of Con- 
ſequence be firſt heard, which in 
the Dreſs he would undoubtedly 
clothe it with, might poſſibly pre- 
judice his Lordſhip in his Favour, 
and in equal Meaſure, draw my 
Story into diſcredit with him; for 
which Reaſon, I wholly diſcarded 
that purpoſe. 

Then, how to appear in Stringer's 
Preſence again, diſtreſſed me to no 
mall Degree: For, as I was in 

| Health, 
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Health, I could have no plauſible 
Plea for keeping my Chamber, till 
his Lordſhip arrived; neither had I 
the leaſt apparent Reaſon, in the Eye 
of my Family, publicly to ſhew a 
diſregard to Stringer; and if I ſhould 
withdraw myſelf at Meal-Times, 
what Suſpicions might it not miniſ- 
ter, injurious, perhaps, to myſelf, 
no leſs than to him? So that having 


= feriouſly weighed all Contingencies, 


by the niceſt Balance of my own 
Judgment, I at laſt determined to 
Nifle my Diſpleaſure till J ſhould ſee 
his Lordſhip, and then, to ſubmit 
the whole Scene to his Opinion. 
os therefore the next 
Morning at Breakfaſt as uſual ; but 
had ordered one or two of the Chil- 
dren, with their Nurſe, into the 


Room before I entered. Mr. Stringer, 


as cuſtomary, paid me his Compli- 


ments, which I returned, as ſlightly 


as poſſible ; and Breakfaſt ended, I 
went off with the Nurſe and little 
Ones; and thus I behaved at Meal- 


I times, 
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times, for the three remaining Days 
of his Lordſhip's Abſence. 

Mr. Stringer, had no doubt, re- 
marked my Conduct; however, he 
had ſufficient guard over himſelf, to 
prevent any further Indiſcretion ; ſo 
that having behaved himſelf more 
ſteadily for the latter Part of the 
Time, I was too much delighted at 
my Lord's Sweetneſs of Temper to 
us all, to caſt any Rub in-its Way, 
at his Return ; and after a few Days 
paſſed all together, I became ſo well 
reconciled to Stringer's Carriage and 
Deportment, little miſtruſting a Re- 
petition of his Addrefſes, that I 
ſeemed to have overlooked what 
had paſſed ; and at my Lord's next 
Departure for London, he taking 
Stringer with him, I ſaw no more 
of him, for a full Month after. 

Mr. Stringer, at our next Inter- 
view, behaved with ſo much Diffi- 
dence, and Caution of offending me, 
that relying upon the Sincerity of 
his Reformation, after a ſhort Pro- 

2 | bation, 
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bation, I again admitted him to a 
Familiarity with me as before, hay- 
ing abſolutely baniſhed all Suſpicion, 
of his ever renewing his Attack upon 
me: But let me caution all young 
Ladies, who may hereafter have 
any | Attempt made upon their 
Virtue, never more to confer with 
the Man, who from ſuch an Over- 
ture, doth but too manifeſtly ex- 
poſe the Bent of his natural Prin- 
ciples ; for whatever Gloſſes he may 
ſhadow over his Actions with, the 
End will verify this Prediction, 
that his whole Artifice will be ever 


after upon the ſtretch, for every Op- 


portunity, upon the leaſt Conceſ- 
ſions made him, to circumvent her; 
for every Act of his ſeeming Con- 
trition, will but be placed in her 
Way as a Snare, to facilitate a fu 
ture Conqueſt. : 
About four Months afterwards, 
his Lordſhip again left Mr. Stringer 
in the Country with me; but whilſt 
I was void of every Surmiſe of Miſ- 
Vor I. Ge chief 
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chief from him, it appeared he had 
not been ſo idle, as I had imagined 
him to have been; for he had con- 
certed the moſt execrable Plot 
againſt my Honour, that ever Man 
could invent. 

My Woman, in my Lord's Ab- 
ſence conſtantly lay with me; and I 
had ever believed her to have been 
one of the moſt deſerving of her Sex, 
-and the furtheſt Perſon in Life, from 
either a Tendency to Vice in herſelf, 
or being a Favourer of it in others. 
This Woman, having, as ſhe pre- 
tended, been out of order for 
beſt Part of the Day, in the Even- 
ing, deſired leave to go to Bed be- 
fore me, which J granted her. 

Mr. Stringer and T had ſupped 
together as uſual, and I had taken 
leave for bed; after which, accord- 
ing to my nightly Cuſtom, I 'with- 
drew into the Nurſery, to look at 
my Children, where I commonly 
ſpent half an Hour, in chat * 
| er 
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their Nurſe, before I retired to my 
own Chamber. 

I had now left her, and found 
my Woman in Bed, with her Back 
to my Side, and her Clothes in the 
accuſtomed Manner, lying upon a 
Chair by the Bed-ſide, but ſhe ſeem- 
ing to ſleep very compoſedly, I un- 
dreſſed as gently as poſſible, and 
ſtept ſoftly into Bed, that I might 
by no means diſturb her, and then 
I put out my Candle. 

I had ſcarce ſettled myſelf into a 
ſleeping Poſture, before I felt her 
turn about, and preſently, I found 
her Hand ſtretched acroſs my Breaſt. 
This I gently removed, for fear of 
waking her; but I had not wholly 
compoſed myſelf again, before the 
Arm was again over me, and from 
ſome unuſual Motions, gave me no 

ſmall Diſquiet. However, I diſ- 
placed it a ſecond Time; but the 
Ruffle it had occaſioned to my Mind, 
had debarred my Eye-lids from 


cloſing, till upon the third Attempt 
C 2 of 
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of the like nature, growing into 
ſome Diſpleaſure, and attempting to 
remove it with ſome Emotion, I 
met with a more violent Reſiſtance, 

than I was able to overcome. 
Il then reſolved to awaken her, and 
to rate her into better Manners ; but 
having turned my Face to her, upon 
my firſt endeavour to rouſe her, I 
was enclaſped in her Arms, and 
almoſt ſtifled with Kiſſes. The 
Roughneſs of the Face that ſaluted 
me, terrifying me to diſtraction, I 
ſet up ſuch a violent Shriek, as 
would almoſt have rouſed the dead ; 
nor did I in the leaſt deſiſt, fo long 
as either my Breath or Spirits, would 
ſerve me. 
The extravagant Out-cry that I 
made, and the Struggling I uſed, to 
free myſelf from my unwelcome. 
Embracer, extracted the Myſtery of 
my Surprize, from the Mouth of 
the perfidious Stringer, who ſtill 
graſping me in his Arms, intreated 
me not to raiſe ſuch a Scandal upon 
2 myſelf, 
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myſelf, his Lordſhip, and him, as 
the Diſcovery of the preſent In- 
cident would occaſion ; but I was 
deaf to all his Rhetorick, extending 
{till my Voice fo ſucceſsfully, that at 
length my own Footman knocked 
at my Door, to enquire what was 
the matter. 

No Reprieve at the Ioftant of 
Execution, could ever have been 
more welcome to a condemned Ma- 
lefactor, than his Voice to my Ears. 
William, ſaid I, force your way in, 
or I ſhall be murdered. Raiſe the 
Family, or I am undone for ever. 

Stringer, lay all this while ter- 
rified out of his Wits; and begging 
me to be pacified, ſwore horribly, 
that he would then leave me; and 
declared, that if I perſiſted in 
detecting, and expoſing him to the 
Servants, he would be the Death 
of me firſt ; but when I inſiſted upon 
his rifing, he refuſed to quit me, and 
would not ſuffer me to ſtir from hints ; 
alledging, that he was determined 

984 not 
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not to ſet me at Liberty, meerly to 
let in the Servants upon him. 

By this time, my whole Family 
were collected about my Door, and 
by their repeated Blows, had broken 
out the under Pannel, when the 
firſt Gleam of Comfort that I be- 
held, was a Candle, and the Head 
of Wiliam, entring through the 
Breach, after it. 

Being now fully ſenſible that Re- 
lief was at Hand, but reflecting on 
the Poſture I lay in, (all the Bed- 
clothes having been caſt upon the 
Floor in our Srruggling) I cried out 
to VFVilliam to retreat, and to ſend in 
ſome of the Maids only, and for 
himſelf, and the reſt of the Men, 
to wait without, till the Door ſhould 
be opened to them. 

The Fellow, at my Orders with- 
drew himſelf, when three of my 
Maids approaching me, they diſen- 
gaged me from my Oppreſlor ; 
though not without the Exerciſe of 
ſome Violence ; for though he was 
almoſt 
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almoſt confounded at the Expec- 


tation of ſome horrid Scene to ſuc- 
ceed, he had never once as yet let 
go his Hold of me. My Maids then 
hurrying on my Clothes over me, 
with all Expedition, gave me a Glaſs 
of Hartſhorn and Water, to keep 
me from fainting : For having ex- 
hauſted my whole Fire in the 
Scuffle, when my Reflections came 
to cool a little, it was with the ut- 
moſt Difficulty they could keep Life 
in me, from the Horror which 
then ſurrounded me, at the Thought 
of what might have proved the 
Conſequence of that perfidious 
Wretch's Device, for my Deſtruc- 
tion. | 

I was no ſooner capable of a Re- 
moval, than my Maids retired with 
me into my Dreſſing- room; where, 
having ſecured me from further Miſ- 
chief, I ordered them to open the 
Door, and let in the Men upon 
Stringer. They did ſo, and inſtantly, 
there aroſe ſuch an Uproar, that 
C 4 myſelf 
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myſelf and maids, who were within 
hearing of it, expected no leſs than 
Murder to have been the Iſſue of it, 
on one Side or the other, every Mo- 
ment; but the Men not inclining to 
act otherwiſe than under my Direc- 
tion (for it was but too apparent to 
them, not only what had been the 
Injury, but who the Aggreſſor) 
knocking at my Door, demanded 
what I would pleaſe to have done 
with Stringer? 

My Head was ſo full of the nar- 
row Eſcape I had been favoured with, 
and my Rancour ſtill fo inveterate 
againſt Stringer, that I furiouſly cried 


out, act as you will with the Villain; ; 


uſe bim as he deſerves, a baſe Ra- 
viſher. : 
They waited but for an Hint, to ex- 
aſperate them to an unlimited Fury : 
For away they ran to the Bed ; Ariſe! 
ariſe Madam! cryed they, (for he 
had ſtill got my Woman's Night- 
clothes and Shift on) Madam, pray 
dreſs yourſelf, We'll lay the 1 
0 
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of Adultery in you preſently—The 
World is come to a fine Paſs, in 
truth, when Ladies turn Raviſhers. 


Ariſe ! I fay. | 

Stringer, not well knowing how 
to behave in this Dilemma, addreſ- 
ſed himſelf to them, in the moſt 
ſupplicatory Manner, begging them 
to withdraw, and he would attend 
their Pleaſures preſently ; but they, 
all Fury, ſwore they would never 
leave him, till they had ſeen what 
ſort of a Lady he was; then draw- 
ing off all the Bed-clothes, which 
ſince my Deliverance, he had re- 
placed over him; the Coachman 
began with a Laſh, and a Word; 
for no ſooner had we heard the 
Smack of the Whip, and a Cry 
from Stringer ſucceeding it, than 
up, up, ſaid he, and dealt him an- 
other Cut; when I preſume he be- 
came complyant, for we heard not 
a Word more, for about two Mi- 
nutes. Then, a loud Halloo ariſing, 
and as loud a Laugh ſucceeding it, we 
C 5 per- 
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perceived by their Diſcourſe, that 
Madam was at a Loſs, how to get 
properly incaſed, in her Woman's 
Habit, 

There then followed ſuch a Cla- 
mour for ſome time, that it was 
difficult, to have gueſſed at any 
Meaning to it ; and at length, after 
another Shout, they all marched off, 
crying out as they departed, that 
Mrs. Efther, (meaning my Wo- 
man) muſt have been a Confede- 
rate, or how came he by her 
Clothes ; vowing they would = 
her out, and diſcipline them both 
together, but they were ſoon out of 
our further hearing, for the laſt 
Words which reached us were, 
Gentlemen! good Gentlemen! 
give me leave to make my De- 
fence, I have much to ſay.— 
Hear me, Gentlemen! 

It was not long before we heard 
another Shout; but it founding flat, 
and at a Diſtance, we judged it to 
have been raiſed in the Coach-yard, 
which 
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which the next Room to that we 
were in overlooked ; when the Day 
juſt beginning to open, the Maids 
were not to be reſtrained from peep- 
ing at what was going forward 
there. | 

My Head was too full of the Bleſ- 
ſing I had juſt received, to permit 
my Attention to wander after what 
they all eſteemed a noble Piece of 
Diverſion ; but a Report was ſoon 
made to me, of all that had hap- 
pened, at ſecond hand; for the 
Wenches told me, that the Servants 
having conducted Stringer to a large 
Pond we had in' the Yard, where 
our Horſes uſed to be watered, they 
obliged him to mount the Parapet, 


with a long Rope tied round his - 


Middle; then, after ſome Expoſtu- 
lations on the Nature of his Offence, 
down they threw him into the Wa- 
ter, whilſt others, by the End of the 


Rope, dragged him out at the ſhal- 


low Entrance; and this Exerciſe 
they repeated ſo often, that at length, 
the 
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the Criminal was ſo ſpent, that he 
could ſtand no longer ; when draw- 
ing him after them to the Horſe- 
dunghill, they laid him along, and 
covered him all but his Head in it, 
aſſured him they did it that he 
might ſweat freely; for that nothing 
would be more beneficial to him, 
after his Ducking- bout. 3 

The wretched Stringer, (by this 
time, fully ſenſible there was no 
contending againſt a licentious Set 
of Fellows, guided only by the Law 
of their own Wills) ſubmitted as 
patiently as poſſible, to whatever Fate 
they ſhould allot him; and whilſt 
he was under his Sweats, a Deputy 
from the Main-body was diſpatched 
for my Orders, whether to admit 
him into the Houſe, or to turn him 
adrift in his then wretched Condi- 
tion. | | | 

rejected both, Propoſals, rather 
inclining to a middle way. As to 
the former Part of their Demand, I 
declared peremptorily againſt his 

| Ad- 
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Admiſſion into the Houſe, upon. any 
Terms; and as for the latter, I was 
as averſe from a too public Expo- 
ſure, leſt. it might create Rumours 
in the Neighbourhood, not only 
ſcandalous to himſelf, but, in their 
Conſtruction, prejudicial to his Lord- 
ſhip, and me too : For when once 
Fame hath publiſhed any Relation, 
its Currency 1s not ſo much regu- 
lated by the Facts themſelves, as by 
the Diſpoſitions of its ſeveral Re- 
porters ; ſo that no Innocence of 
Parties can confine it to the Truth 
only; nor doth it often happen, 
that Propagators of Scandal are 
wholly exempted from its Retortion 
upon themſelves in the Long-run ; 
for which Reaſons, I ordered Strin- 
ger to be ſecured, and reſerved for 
their Lord's Pleaſure, whom I ex- 
pected in the Afternoon. 

As for Eſther, though all imagin- 
able Diligence had been employed 
in the Search after her, ſhe was no 
where to be found; nor did I ever 


hear 
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hear what had become of her, till 


ſhe afterwards appeared as my Ac- 
cuſer, for the very Crime herſelf had 


ſo concerted with Stringer. 
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CHAP. III. 


Biddy's Meeting with Lord G—r—d. 
The Fatt related. By Biddy. By 
William. Stringer before his Lord- 
ſhip. His pathetic Speech. His 


Lordſbip's Genergſity. Stringer dif- 
carded. 


1 Richard arriving ſome- 
what ſooner than ordinary that 
Day, and juſt as I was called down 
for Dinner, I could (rather than 
have diſcompoſed him) have even 
concealed Stringer ſcandalous Be- 
haviour to me; but then the Duty I 
owed to his Lordſhip, on ſo im- 
portant a Subject as his Wife's Re- 
putation and Honour, and the In- 
jury intended to himſelf, would no 
longer admit of his Lordfhip's har- 
bouring in his Boſom a Creature, 
who, in fo tender a Point, had me- 

ditated ſuch an Injury againſt him. 
His 
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His Lordſhip had ever, on his 
firſt alighting, made whatever Room 
I then happened to be in, his firſt 
Lodgment ; but being now informed 
that Dinner was upon the Table, 
and that I was then deſcending the 
Stairs, his firſt Stage was into the 
Parlour, where he might ſo ſoon 
expect me. 

Upon my entering the Room to 
him, he, as his Manner was, run- 
ning to embrace me, I ſunk from 
his Graſp upon my Knees; nor could 
I reſtrain my Eyes from diſcharging 
the Iſſues of a bitter Soul at his Feet. 
His Lordſhip ſtarted back at the 
Sight; what means my Angel ? 
ſaid he. Are you ul? Are the 
Children ill? 

Alas ! my dear Lord, faid I, none 
of theſe things would thus have 
moved me. Health is the Gift of 
Heaven, and may be diſpenſed or 
retracted, at the Donor's Pleaſure ; 
but my Heart is touched with a 
Senſe of Horror, ariſing from a dif- 

ferent 
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ferent Spring; for ſurely nothing 
leſs than an infernal Agent could 
have premeditated an Injury, fo 
nearly perfected againſt my Honour 
and your own Repoſe, as that I am 
now to relate to you. 

His Lordſhip ſtanding aghaſt at my 
folemis Preface, and anxious for the 
Knowledge of that Hiſtory which 
was to ſucceed it; detain me no 
longer in Suſpence, my dear Wife, 
ſaid he, but explain yourſelf. 

Alas! my dear Lord, faid I, 
Doubts conſpire to ſtart a Difficulty 
in my Breaſt, whether I am ſtill 
your Wife or not. O] my Brddy, 
replied he, proceed, and ſtretch me 
no longer thus upon the Torture: 
If, my good Lord, added I, to have 
ſurrendered myſelf, in naked Bed, 
to the Arms of another Man, can 
have cancelled the conjugal Obliga- 
tion, I am yours no more. 

Diſtraction end me! faid his 
Lordſhip, or reveal to me this My- 
ſtery (the Water then glittering 1 5 

18 


42 The His ToRY of 
his Eyes) My dear Lord, faid I. 


the Torments you feel, muſt extract 
a Declaration from me, of what I 
could have wiſhed, it might have 
conſiſted with my Duty to you, to 
have concealed ; but as every Tye 
in Nature urges me a contrary Way, 
know, that the Villain, Stringer— 
Ha! cried his Lordſhip, Stringer! 
and a Villain too | Proceed, my 
Love, proceed. That Villain, Strin- 
ger, added I, dreſſed in Eſiber's 
Likeneſs, aſſumed her Place in my 
Bed laſt Night, I having given her 
leave, under a pretended Indiſpoſi- 

tion, for going to bed before me. 
Jam but too well ſatisfied, my 
dear Lord, added I, from the Ten- 
derneſs your Lordſhip hath ever ex- 
preſſed for me, that your Breaſt is 
now fired, by this Report; but my 
Lord, that I may caſt Water upon 
the Flame, be aflured, that the Arm 
of Providence hath protected me 
from his Machinations. I then re- 
peated to him the whole Proceſs — 
ae 
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the Affair; but inſiſted, that if VII- 


liam had not accidentally heard me, 
and preſented himſelf to my Relief, 
it would have been impoſſible but I 
muſt have been overcome. 

His Lordſhip, ſtill trembling at 
the Adventure, extracting his Purſe 
from his Pocket, clapped it into Mil- 
liam's Hand; there, honeſt Fellow, 
ſaid he, take that, and remember, 
as I ever ſhall, that I ſtand Debtor 
to you, for all in Life that is valuable 
to me. Then clapping his Hand 
upon ⸗Villiam's Shoulder, he de- 
manded a circumſtantial Account 
from him, of when, and how, and 
what, charging him to deliver it 
moſt minutely. 

May it pleaſe your Lordſhip, ſaid 
Wilkam, my hearing of my Lady 
was ſurely the moſt accidental thin 
imaginable. Her Ladyſhip well 
knows, what a tempeſtuous Night 
the laſt was, even beyond what I 
almoſt ever remember. I had but 
Juſt fallen to fleep, when the Wind, 
as 
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as I ſuppoſe, having diſplaced ſome 
of the Tiles juſt over me, the Wa- 

ter poured upon me like a Deluge ; 
inſomuch, that I was obliged to quit 
my Bed. I remained for ſome time 
in my Chamber, till growing un- 
eaſy at the Darkneſs of my Situa- 
tion, I reſolved to go down for a 
Light, rather chooſing to employ 
myſelf there till Morning, than to 
fit idle in my own Room ; but I 
had no ſooner reached the Stairs- 
head, than ſuch diſmal. Shrieks 
reached me there, from below, that 
I ſhuddered at the Noiſe, and be- 
came dubious whether I had beſt to 
proceed or not. However, the Cry 
continuing (leſt Murder might have 
been committed before I could diſ- 
cover from whence the Voice came, 
in caſe I was not very expeditious) 
I puſhed forwards at all Hazards ; 
but how was I confounded, at paſ- 
ſing my Lady's Door, to perceive it 
iſſuing from her Apartment. 


1 
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I immediately called to her Lady. 
ſhip to let me in, but was anſwered, 
break in, break in. I then ſet up an 
Outcry, and endeavoured to raiſe the 
Family, whilſt I ſtill kept forcing 
againſt the Door with my Foot ; till 
the violent Report of my Kicks, 
commixed with that of my Voice, 
had brought all the Servants about 
me, when, by our united Attempts; 
we at length made way through it. 
At my Lady's Requeſt, the Women 
farſt entered, for ſome time before 
the Door was opened to us. 

My Lord faid, he hoped we had 
not ſuffered the peraidious Raſcal to 
eſcape; when the Servants all to- 
gether replied, they had not, but 
had kept him till his Lordſhip's 
Pleaſure ſhould be ſignified, how he 
would have him diſpoſed of. 

My Love, ſaid his Lordſhip, ſince 
you have received no further Injury 
than a ſevere Fright, my Heart 1s 
at Eaſe; but my Honour will not 
admit, that ſuch a Scandal to human 


Na- 
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Nature as Stringer, and ſuch an 
Indignity as has been offered by 
him to us both, ſhould paſs un- 
puniſhed ; nor ought the Wretch, 
who has broke through all the 
Bands of Friendſhip, Gratitude, and 
moral Honeſty, to ſurvive this 
glaring Villainy. 

The Dread I all along had, of 
what would prove his Lordſhip's 
Sentiments, I told him, had almoſt 
prevailed with me for ſuffering his 
Eſcape, before his Lordſhip came; 
but that the Point was too nice, for 
tranſacting incautiouſly, which had 
determined me to detain him ; but 
my deareſt Lord, added I, ſuffer 
not your Hands to be imbrued in 
Blood ſo deteſtable ; rather let Juſ- 
tice, offended at his Crime, equally 
with your Lordſhip, take an Oppor- 
tunity of avenging you : For ſooner 
or later, a Perſeverance in Deeds ſo 
atrocious, will bring down Venge- 
ance on his Head, whilſt your 
Lordſhip's Arm ſhall remain unpol- 

2 luted, 
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luted. It is your Lordſhip's En- 
gagement to accord with my Re- 
queſt, that I now preſs for; nor need 
you fear, ever holding yourſelf as 
culpable, for his Diſmiſſion. 
During all Dinner Time, his 
Lordſhip was fo full of Queſtions, 
to me and the Servants, that he had 
even learned every minute Par- 
ticular; but now, the Danger be- 
ing paſt, and recovering his Chear- 
fullneſs again, when they related 
the Manner of Stringer's Riſing, 
and dreſſing in E/ther's Clothes, their 
ſouſing him in the Horſepond, and 
his ſucceeding Sweat in the Dung- 
hill, I thought his Lordſhip would 
have cracked his Sides with 
laughter. | 

He highly commended the juſt 
Chaſtiſement they had beſtowed 
upon him, acknowledging, that 
himſelf could not have adapted 
Puniſhments, ſo adequate to his 
Demerits; and, my Dear, added he, 
ſince your Ladyſhip ſeems to dread 
the 
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the Effects of my Diſpleaſure to 
Stringer, reſt aſſured, that having 
already undergone ſo juſt Diſcipline, 
I ſhall only give the Raſcal the 
Strappado, and for ever diſcard him 
from my Family, and Friendſhip. 

Dinner was ſcarce removed, when 
his Lordſhip ordered Stringer before 
him, who told his Conductors, that 
he could, with far more Pleaſure, 
have faced Death in the Horſepond, 
than he ſhould be able to confront 
his Lordſhip. 

I had begged leave to retreat ber 
fore Stringer appeared, as judging it 
would not be ſo prudent in me, to 
be preſent at his Examination, and 
that before the Servants too, whom 
his Lordſhip could not well diſmiſs 
from their Attendance, after the 
Zeal they had- already ſhewn in his 
Service, This alſo, his Lordſhip 
judging noways improper, I was by 
him defired to ſtep into the next 
Room, from. whence I might hear 


all that paſſed, and be able, if need- 
ful, 
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fal, to clear up any Difficulty, or 
contradict any falſe Aſſertion. 
Stringer had no ſooner beheld his 
Lordſhip, than proſtrating himſelf 
before his Patron, and in the moſt 
pathetic Manner declaring, that he 
petitioned not for Pardon; he aſſured 
his Lordſhip, that the Exceſs of his 
Paſſion for me, had impelled him 
to an act, not only diſſonant, but 
abſolutely contradictory, to his cleareſt 
Reaſon; and that his inordinate De- 
ſires had rendered him, for the time, 
actually out of his Senſes, or he 
had never aimed at the Perpetration 
of ſo ungenerous a Fact. That he 
was ſenſible of the Heinouſneſs of 
the Tranſaction, and of the little 
Confidence his Lordſhip could ever, 


for the future, find Reaſon to repoſe 


in him; that it was his earneſt Re- 
queſt, his Lordſhip would take from 


him a Life ſo juſtly forfeited to his 


Juſtice, rather than to expoſe him, 
not only to the Ryffetings of his own 
Conſcience, ' but! to the Ignominy 
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and Contempt of all Mankind, for 
ſuch an unparalelled Ingratitude, to 
ſo generous a Benefactor, as his 
Lordſhip had ever proved to him. 
Obſerving that this moving Speech 
had wrought tolerably upon his 
Lordſhip's humane Diſpoſition, he 
ſtrained his Voice to a ſtill higher 
Pitch. Alas! my Lord, ſaid he, 
heſitate not a Moment to rid the 
Earth of a Reptile unworthy of a 
Name on it. Let not your Com- 
paſſion for what Stringer hath been, 
with-hold your hand from what he 
now merits from you; nor let my 
Crimes render me fo contemptible i 
in your Eye, as to reſtrain you from 
beſtowing the ſole Boon I durſt 
preſume to demand of you. I wait 
the merited Stroke with Impatience, 
which failing 'me, from your in- 
jured Arm, my own diſtracted Heart 
muſt urge me to perform. Let me 
therefore intreat you, Sir, as the laſt | 
Act of your Clemency, the only | 
remaining Teſtimony of your Fra 
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ſubſiſting Compaſſion for me, to re- 


venge yourſelf of this deteſted Being, 
to whom Life can be of no future 
Account, under the Complication 
of Miſeries your Frowns mult intro- 
duce. 

In ſhort, Stringer, by this Ha- 
rangue, ſo mollified his Lordſhip's 
rigorous Sentiments of him, that in- 
ſtead of the Severities he had pur- 
poſed to exert towards him, he com- 
manded his Clothes to be reſtored to 
him (for he was ſtill in Efther's. 
Livery) and having firſt privately 
ordered an Examination into what 
Caſh his Pockets abounded with, 
which, upon the Survey, amounted 
but to three Shillings and Sixpence 
(it wanting but three Days to the 
Quarter, whereon he would have 
received from his Lordſhip fifty 
Pounds) with a Bank-note for that 
Quarteridge ſlipt into his Pocket, he 
diſcharged him, under poſitive In- 
junction, never more to appear be- 


tore him, 
D 2 No 
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N o ſooner had his Lordſhip ex- 
pelled Stringer, than, calling me in 
and embracing me; my deareſt 
Biddy, ſaid he, what a world of 
Miſchief might have enſued, had 
this libidinous Man obtained his per- 
nicious Views? My dear Lord, re- 
plied I, had that proved the Caſe, 
your Lordſhip can ſcarce conceive 
you would now have had me to have 
condoled with you'upon it. How 
ſo, my Love? returned he ; you 
would have been no ways culpable in 
ſubmitting to ſuperior Force and 
Neceſfity. Alas! my Lord! re- 
plied I, could any Superiority have 
prevailed with me, to have ſurvived 
both my own Diſgrace and your 
Diſhonour ? No, my Lord, Stringer 
ſhould never have gained the Advan- 
tage of me, till I had ſtruggled my- 


ſelf paſt all poffibility of ever re- 


proaching him for it, I can aſſure 
you. 


CHAP, 
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C HAP. IV. 


Stringer gets in with the Earl of 
B—n. Perfidy to Lord G—r—d, 
Diſcovers Lord G—r—d's Mar- 
riage to his Father. Lord G--r--d 
vi its his Father. Earl of B—n 
propoſes a Match to him. His 
Evaſion. Lord G--r--d denies bis 
Marriage. His Confuſion. 


'F LOUGH, his Lordſhip, by 

the Expulſion of Stringer, had 
driven out a Viper from his Inti- 
macy, who might have been dan- 
gerous by the near Approach of his 
venomous Jaws; he had but con- 
verted him thereby into a Haſiliſk, 
whoſe Effects are more ſenſibly felt 
at a Diſtance: For whilſt his Lord- 
ſhip and I were enjoying ourſelves 
for beſt Part of the Summer in the 
Country, Stringer being deſtitute of 
all — Protection from his Lord- 
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ſhip, was playing his Cards at Lon- 


don for his own Benefit. 

His fifty Pounds, with which his 
Lordſhip had diſmiſſed him, being 
almoſt ſunk, and no Proſpect of a 
further Recruit preſenting from his 
old Channel, he had applied his 
Wits for ſecuring to himſelf a freſh 
Stream. 

He purpoſely caſt himſelf into the 
Way of the Earl of B n, with 
a Face collected into Chagrin, and 
an old thread-bare Suit of Clothes 
on, wherein he made a far worſe 
Appearance than he had ever as yet 
been ſeen in by that Nobleman ; 
inſomuch, that the old Earl, who 
had long been apprized of his Son's 
Benefactions to him, took notice of 
his Dejection, and enquired, when 
he had laſt ſeen Lord G--r--d4? For 
Mr. Stringer, added he, my Son has 
not been uſed to ſuffer his old Friend 
to appear in this indigent Guiſe, nor 
could I have expected to have ſeen 
you thus, whilſt my Son could ar; 

of 
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afforded you a more ſuitable Accom- 
modation. | 
Stringer ſhook his Head, as 
ſeemingly ſmothering ſomewhat in 
his Breaſt, that he was unwilling to 
divulge ; which only ſerved to ſet 
the Earl upon an Enquiry into what 
it was he meant, and what it was 
which had prevented the Proſecu- 
tion of his Son's Kindneſſes to him. 
The Earl put the Queſtion to him ; 
but Stringer replied, No, my Lord, 
if I am to ſuffer, let it be my Lot 
to fink alone; far be it from me to 
betray my Friend, at leaſt into the 
Hands of a Father, who, ſhould his 
Indignation burn out againſt him, 
hath it ſo amply in his Power to 
reſent 1t. | 
This Flouriſh of Stringer's had its 
Effect; for now the old Earl, im- 
patient for the ſecret Hiſtory of his 
Son's Proceedings, and judging that 
Stringer's Wants would render him 
more ſupple than his Inclination, 


applied himſelf ſolely to them, by 
D 4 ſig- 
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fignifying, how well he had ever 


eſteemed him as a Friend and Com- 
panion of his Son ; adding, that ra- 
ther than he ſhould be too ſorely 
diſtreſſed, from any Ceſſation of his 
Son's Liberality to him, himſelf 
would allow him an hundred Pounds 
a-year, juſt to enable him, as a ſingle 
Man, to ſuſtain the Appearance of a 
Gentleman ; for that his Father and 
he, in their juvenile Years, had 
been Fellow-club-mates, and Inti- 
mates themſelves. 

Stringer returning the Earl many 
Thanks, aſſured him, that his Fa- 
vour, extended to a Wretch like 
himſelf (in the generous Offer he 
Had made him, at the very loweſt 
Ebb of his Fortune) would for ever 
attach him to his Lordſhip's Ser- 
vice. 

Matters, in the Earl's Opinion, 
growing now fully ripe, as an Ear- 
neſt of his future Liberality, pulling 
out his Purſe, wherein there were 
at leaſt My Guineas, he preſented 

it 
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it to Stringer, leſt he ſhould ſtand 
in preſent Need of any thing; and 
then returning to Lord G--r--d, he 
enquired how he went on; for that 
ſince his Acceſſion to his Uncle's 
Eſtate, he had been almoſt a Stran- 
ger in his Family. You, Mr. Strin- 


ger, added he, may be preſumed to 


have known his Concerns and Ma- 
nagement of late, though I am a 
Stranger to them; for young Fellows 
generally diſcloſe thoſe things laſt of 
all to their Parents, who ought, in- 
deed, to be the firſt Perſons their 
Concerns ſhould be expoſed to, as 
beſt able, beneficially, to adviſe them; 
but, indeed, it is moſtly otherwiſe. 
Ah! Sir, replied Stringer, it muſt 
be a cutting - Stroke to me, to be 
obliged to betray my old Friend's 
Secrets; but the ſooner a Remedy is 
applied the better. I really neither 
know what to ſay, or even think, 
of his late Tranſactions: For having 
procured himſelf a She-friend, whe- 
ther Wife or Miſtreſs, it may be 
D 5 diffi- 
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difficult to ſay ; but having by her a 


growing Family, an Houſeful of 
Children about him, and herſelf a 
teeming Woman, vain and extra- 
vagant, in the Support of whoſe 
Luxury, he is kept as poor as a 
Frier-mendicant; what a Chance 
then, muſt a Friend of Lord 
G--r--d's ſtand, from her Genero- 
fity? For nothing being ſufficient 
for her Ambition, not a fingle Penny 
can flow from his Lordſhip but 
through her Hands. 

Now what has diſpleaſed him 
from me is, added Stringer, the 
candid. Advice I have given him, 
not to ſuffer himſelf to be thus im- 
poſed upon; together with ſome 
plain Hints of her Levity, and In- 
conſtancy to him, and thoſe from 
my own Knowledge too: For would 
you imagine it, Sir? added he, ſhe 
had the Impudence, in his Lord- 
ſhip's own Houſe, to come to bed 
to me one Night, in the Abſence 
of her Huſband, Paramour, or what 
| ſhall 
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ſhall I ſtile him? Nay, ſo fraught 
with Deceit and Management was 
ſhe, that upon his Lordſhip's Re- 
turn, (the Affair having taken Wind) 
ſhe had the Addreſs to turn the 
Tables upon me, in Vindication of 
her own Innocence ; all which, the 
poor deluded Huſband made no 
more Scruple of yielding Credit to, 
than to the Goſpel. O! Sir, added 
he, ſhe has too much Artifice, for 
ſo well meaning, a. Man as Lord 
G—r—d. * 

You confound me! replied the 
Earl. A Wife, ſay you, are you 
ſure ſhe is his Wife ?—Why, Man! 
I had rather he ſhould keep a 
Dozen Whores, than have one 
Wife, unleſs of my own procuring. 
But pray, what Fortune, and of 
what Family is the Lady? Why, 
here again, my Lord, ſaid Stringer, 
your Goodneſs muſt excuſe the Ex- 
poſure of my Fnend's Folly. 


Who is ſhe? who is ſhe? good 
Mr. Stringer, ſaid the Earl, with 


ſome 
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| ſome Impatience. Your Lordſhip 


knows her, ſaid he. Dear Mr. 
Stringer, without more ado, name 
her, ſaid the Earl. I am really al- 
moſt aſhamed, replyed Stringer, to 
inform your Honour, that it is your 
late Lady's Maid, Biddy Farmer. 
Undone! faid the Earl. — Biday 
a Lady! Biddy my Daughter! 
— But there are Hopes, ſtill. 
She can but be his Miſtreſs, and 
then all will be well: For between 
you and me, Mr. Stringer, I am at 
this Time treating for a Marriage 
with Lady Mary (-- for him; 
and a vaſt Fortune ſhe is. — Nay, 
Preliminaries are within another 
| Meeting of being adjuſted on both 
| Sides; ſo that as I ſaid before, I 
| hope there is no Marriage between 
1 them, and then, a Piece of Money 
1 will patch her up for ſome needy 
Fellow, who will gladly ſnap at 
his Lordſhip's Leavings, for the 
ſake of the ready Caſh. 


Here, 
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Here, Stringer interpoſed with 
his Advice to the Earl, not to be 
too ſanguine in his Hopes, leſt (as 
he feared it would prove) Lord 
G—r—d was already incapacitated 
for any Match he might provide for 
him: For that, if his Information 
was true, I was actually his Wife, 
and vouched for his Author, my 
late Maid Eſther, who, as he in- 
formed the Earl, knew much more 
of the Matter than himſelf. 
This ſet the Earl into a moſt vi- 
olent Paſſion, nor could Stringer by 
any Means pacify him, but by pro- 
ducing E/ther, to avouch her Know- 
ledge in the Affair. 

Mr. Stringer and Eſther, as was 
moſt probable, from what hath be- 
fore been ſaid, were no great Stran- 
gers to each other, for the very next 
Day he produced her, when ſhe, 
by feveral Circumſtances, corrobo- 
rated the Fact of the Marriage, as 
that I went by his Name, was called 
my Lady, wore a Wedding-ring, 

and 


62 The HISTORY of 


and that ſhe had often heard Lord 
G—r—&4, in ſpeaking of me, ſtile 
me his Wife, and me at Times, 
ſtile him my Huſband ; nor had ſhe 
ever heard it ſuſpected, either in our 
own Family, or elſewhere, that we 
were other than Man and Wife. 

All this being ſo plainly made 
out, the Earl ſwore, if it ſhould 
prove true, that he would diſinherit 
his Son, and cut him off from every 
Expectation of his Eſtate. Then 
recommending it to each of them, 
to redouble their Diligence, for re- 
ducing the Affair to an abſolute 
Certainty one Way or other, he 
promiſed them ample Gratification 
for their Pains. | 

The Earl might have ſaved both 
himſelf, and his Agents much Trou- 
ble, had he but patiently waited 
a Day or two longer; for in that 
Time, Lord G—r—d paid his Fa- 
ther a Viſit. He perceived an un- 
uſual Coolneſs in the Earl, upon his 
firſt Approach to his Preſence ; but 

had 
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had not the leaſt Suſpicion from 
whence it proceeded, till after a 
ſhort Pauſe on both Sides; Son, 
ſaid the Earl, I am treating of a 
Match for you, and as my Children 
by my ſecond Lady, muſt have a 
Proviſion out of my Eſtate, I am 
deſirous of conjoining you to the 
Daughter of a noble Lord, my 
very good Friend, whoſe ample 
Fortune, will in a great Meaſure 
compenſate, for what will be drawn 
from you by the younger Ran 
of my Family. 

Lord G--r--d was ſo abaſhed at 
this Intelligence, that he was un- 
able to reply to it; when his Fa- 
ther again put it to him, how he 
liked Lady Mary C. d-? His 
Lordſhip anſwered, that ſhe was 
certainly a moſt deferving Lady, but 
that having at preſent, not the 
leaſt Thoughts of making any Al- 
teration in his Way of Life, he 
hoped his Father would give him- 
ſelf no further Trouble upon his 


Ac- 
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Account. That his conſtant Prayers 
were for the Earl's Life, to enjoy 
what he had; and that whenever 
his Glaſs ſhould be run out, what- 
ever he ſhould be pleaſed to aſſign 
him, would be ſufficient for his 
every Purpoſe, without incumbering 
himſelf at preſent in the Marriage- 
ſtate; for that he could not as yet 
fay, when he might be inclined to 
Matrimony. 

Son! Son! ſaid the Earl, look- 
ing very ſternly, caſt no Duſt in my 
Eyes. This Corn is too light to de- 
coy old Birds with. Come, come, 
explain to me.-—-Who have you 
with you at your Seat in Hertford- 
ſhire? My dear Lord was ready to 
fink into the Earth, at this fo ſud- 
den, and unexpected Puſh, nor 
dared he to make the leaſt reply to 
a Father, the Rigor of whoſe Se- 
verity he had ever ſo much dread- 
ed, and on former Occaſions, had 
fo often felt, | 

What! 
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What! ſaid the Earl, have you 
no Anſwer ready for me? Let me 
have no Palliations, tell me the 
naked Truth. What Woman, I 
ſay, is it, that you keep in Hert- 
fordſire ? His Lordſhip being ſen- 
fible, there could be no Room for 
Evaſion of a Fact, which moſt pro- 
bably, his Father was no leſs a 
8 of, than himſelf, replied, that 

e was his Wife. Raſcal! ſaid 
the Earl, tell me truly, that ſhe is 
your Whore, and all is well: For 
let me hear but the Name of a 
Wife, and I ſhall from henceforth 
diſclaim all manner of Relationſhip 
to you: 

His Lordſhip, well nigh terrified 
to death, at the Fury which had 
ſpread itſelf over his Father's Coun- 
tenance ; but hoping to mitigate his 
Paſſion, by a Compliance with what 
he perceived to be ſo much his In- 
clination, begg'd pardon for the 
Untruth he had raſhly been guilty 
of; but added, that his Paſſion pre- 

vailing 
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vailing, for perſuading a late Ser- 
vant of his Honor's to ſubmit to 
his Embraces, he had ever ſince 
found her ſo agreeable to him, 
that he had ſtill retained her to 
himſelf. 

Well! well! Lord G---r—4, re- 
plied the Earl, I am glad to hear it 
is no worſe.---Young Fellows will 
be amorous. Nature muſt be aſ- 
ſiſted. And ſince you have behaved 
with Diſcretion, theſe Sallies muſt be 
paſſed over ;----but, do you hear, 
part with her,--part with her forth- 
with, and as I am informed you 
have Children by her, either give 
her a Sum of Money to take them 
off your Hands at once, or ſettle 
ſome little Matter upon them. I'll 
take care to make it up to you, 
upon your Marriage : For I would 
have all clear and eaſy, on the In- 
troduction of your Lady.---Be with 
me at Dinner 'To-morrow, and you 
ſhall pay Lady Mary your firſt Viſit 
in the Afternoon, whilſt her Father 
and 
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and I finiſh the Treaty we have 


been upon. 

His Lordſhip, who during his 
Father's Harrangue, had been ſtu- 
dying what to reply ; begg'd to be 
excuſed from his Attendance upon 
the Lady the next Day, having 
appointed Buſineſs of the utmoſt 
Conſequence for that Time, which 
he could no Ways diſappoint, but 
aſſured the Earl, that he would 
ſoon take an Opportunity of waiting 
upon him for that Purpoſe. 

Tell me of no Engagements, ſaid 
his Father; you can have none of 
equal Conſequence, either to your- 
ſelf or me, with the Match I have 
propoſed to you. None of your 
Put-offs therefore, I do infiſt upon 
your dining with me, and then 
making the Viſit. 

Lord G---r—#d then perceiving, 
that all he could urge towards a 
Delay would prove ineffeual, 
ſeemingly conſented to obey, and 
took his Leave. 
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C1 AF 


Reflect ions upon Vice. Biddy conſents 
to Lord G--r--d's denyi ng his Mar- 

riage to her. Reaſons of Lord 
G--r--d's Condeſcenſion to the Earl 
his Father. Biddy quits his Lord- 
ſht1p's Scat. Lord G--r5-d's Letter 
to her after his firſt Vifit to Lady 
Mary. A Meck-cour!ſhi b. Match 
broken. off. 


QURELY, did Mankind but de- 

liberately conſider the Conſe- 
quences attendant on one vicious 
Action, not all the Gratifications 
upon Earth would ever bias them 
to the commiſſion of it. 

Never was any Man more experi- 
mentally ſenſible of this than my 
dear Lord, when ſeriouſly reflecting 
on the Falſity he had been guilty of 
to his Father, he beheld the Train 
of Miſeries, which, ſtep by ſtep, 


ſuc- 
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ſucceeding each other, had all been 
ſuperinduced by that one groſs Lie, 
he had thought to have ſheltered 
himſelf under, from the inſtant 
Wrath of an incenſed Patent, at the 
time he declared me to have been 
only his Miſtreſs, and not his lawful 
Wife. 

He left the Earl under the moſt 
pungent Concern at his Command 
for attending him to Lord C--d--7's 
as the next Day. He returned to 
his Lodgings, threw himſelf on 
his Bed, where he paſſed the 
Night in the greateſt Agonies, till 
Morning. He reſolved not to meet 
his Father, according to Appoint- 
ment, nor to ſubject himſelf to the 
Conſequences of that deteſted Inter- 
view with Lady Mary. What had 
he done! how had he involved 
himſelf in inextricable Difficulties 
(would he ſay) by that one fallacious 
Article of denying his Marriage with 
me, which, ſooner or later, muſt 
prove him a Liar He aroſe, wrote 


2 to 


70 The HISTORY of 


to his Father, read the Letter, and 
immediately burnt it.— The Thoughts 
of me, and of his deareſt Children, 
each of us more precious to him 
than his own Heart's Blood, diſ- 
treſſed him to the laſt Degree. He 
reſolved to publiſh his Marriage to 
his Father; but with what Face 
could he now deny what he had fo 
lately aſſerted as a Verity! and how 
could he proceed, upon the falſe 
Grounds he had publiſhed to him! 
nor could he ever hope for a Relaxa- 
tion of his Father's Anger, upon a 
Retraction of his late Declaration to 
him. 

He formed but too true a Judg- 
ment upon the Earl's implacable 
Temper, to hope for any Return of 
his Favour, after a Diſcloſure of the 

roſs Impoſition he had put upon 
9 14 and dared not, after the Com- 
miſſion of ſuch a Fraud, to appear 
again in his Preſence; but, ſtill un- 
certain how to behave, he ordered the 

Chariot, and drove down to me. 
It 
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It is ſcarce credible, what an Al- 
teration a few Days, I may ſay a 
few Hours, had occaſioned in his 
Lordſhip; and he did not, in the leaſt, 
aim at concealing his Diſcompoſure 
from me; but ſtalking into my 
Dreſſing- room, more like a Spectre 
than a living Man, he fell upon my 
Neck, and during a long Silence, 
profuſely laviſhed forth his Tears 
into my Boſom; whilſt I, wild 
with Confuſion, urged him, for 

Heaven's fake, to an Explanation. 
His Heart was yet too full, and 
his whole Frame too much agitated 
to reply, ſave with the bittereſt 
Sighs and Groanings ; till by now 
and then a broken Sentence, I could 
perceive his Strugglings were on 
my Account. This ſtill heighten- _ 

ing my Curioſity for the Cauſe, I 
grew almoſt Frantick, till he ſhould 
be able wholly to diſburden him- 
ſelf before me; then, claſping him 
in my Arms; O! my deareſt Lord! 
2 my 
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my Life! my Huſband, faid T, 
either explicate the Occaſion of your 
Sorrow's, to me, or plunge your 
Sword into the deteſted Breaſt, 
which hath created you all this 
Woe; rid me from the World, and 
from the moſt painful State of Un- 
certainty, your Griefs have thrown 
me into, and under which, it will 
be impoſſible for me, long to ſub- 
ſilt. | 

Be it what it will, my dear Lord, 
added I, fo that it is not any Error 
or Miſconduct of mine, that hath 
thus reduced you, I ſhall reſt con- 
tent, if I may but be permitted to 
ſhare the Burden with you ; but, 
my Lord, your filent Tears, tor- 
ture my very Soul to Diſtraction: 
For leaving me nothing to hope, 
they fill me with every Dread, that 
can poſſibly torment the human 
Mind. Speak! ſpeak then, my 
good Lord, pour all your Troubles 
into my Breaſt, and there, what- 
ever 
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ever Griefs they may demand, let 
me ſuſtain them. „ 

His Lordſhip, having by this 
Time conquered the firſt Struggles 
of his Paſſions, O Biddy! ſaid he; 
how ſhall I ever more behold thy 
Face, after the Abuſe I have put 
upon thee! He then flooded me 
again with his Tears. It cannot be, 
my dear Lord, ſaid I, that you 
have abuſed me; or be it ſo, I re- 
mit it all.---I am ſatisfied you wrong 
yourſelf. Nay, what Injury can 
you poſhbly have done, equivalent 
to theſe Tears, to me, who live 
but for you.---Say, that you have 
wronged my Bed; I am ſure it was 
through Inadvertency, or by Sur- 
prize, and I can ſtill forgive it, from 
my Heart forgive it ; but let not my 
dear Lord overwhelm himſelf with 
Grief, upon my Account. 

No, Brddy, ſaid his Lordſhip, 
that never could have proved my 
Caſe. No, my Love, my Trouble 
ſprings from a want of Truth and 
Vor. I. E Fidelity 
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Fidelity to thee. Tell me then, 
my deareſt Lord, demanded I, 
what it is you would further diſ- 
cloſe to me? O] Biddy, ſaid he, I 
have, before my Father, denied you 
to be my Wife. 

I am too well convinced, ſaid I, 
of your Lordſhip's Affection for me, 
to imagine that any Thing, lefs 
than the moſt forcible Neceſlity, 
could have prevailed with your 
Lordſhip for ſuch a Declara- 
tion; nor can that, or ought con- 
joined to it, unſettle the juſt 
Eſteem I muſt ever bear for your 
Lordſhip, whilſt I can be perſuaded 
of my preſent Station in your Lord- 
ſhip's Breaſt. Nay, my good Lord, 
added I, ſo wholly am I yours, both 
in Will and Affection, that, believe 
me, if to rank again in my former 
Station, would in the leaſt but con- 
tribute to your Peace, you might 
command me freely, and meet with 
an implicit Obedience from me; let 
but your Love accompany my Call- 


ing: 
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ing: For as without this, the ſub- 
limeſt Pomp this Earth affords, 
would but prove a worthleſs Impo- 
ſition on me, ſo with it, no poſ- 
{ible Depreſſion of Fortune, can af- 
ford me the leaſt Diſquiet. 

I defired his Lordſhip to inform 
me, how it came to paſs, that I 
ſhould be introduced as a Topic of 
their Diſcourſe at his Father's ? His 
Lordſhip then acquainted me with 
all that had paſſed between his Fa- 
ther and him, relative to his Mar- 
riage with Lady Mary Cd, and 
by what means he had been induced 
ſo far to fallify, as to deny his Affi- 
ance with me. | 

My dear Lord ſuffered ſo much, 
during this Relation, as moved me 
prodigiouſly; when, intreating me 
not to weep, he begged my Pardon 
for his Error; but it was the laſt of 
its kind he would ever be guilty of ; 
for that his cool Reflection had de- 
termined him to break through, not 
only the Ties of filial Duty, but 

E 2 every 
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every more intereſting Obligation, 
rather than to ſubmit to the Horrors 
he had ever ſince been haunted 
with. 

Pardon me! my Lord, ſaid I, 
theſe Tears flow not for myſelf (for 
I wept abundantly) but from a Senſe 
of the Sufferings you muſt have en- 
dured, at being compelled to vitiate 
the Character of one ſo dear to you, 
as I hope I have ever been, and 
ſhall never ceaſe to be. 

After tedious Debate upon the 
Subject, our Reſolves, at Iength, all 
centered in this, that his Lordſhip 
(with all due Submiſſion) ſhould 
write to the Earl, by way of Excuſe 
for not meeting him, till he was 
aſſured whether he could diſpoſe of 
me without Tumult or Diſturbance : 
For that, ſhould any Queſtions be 
demanded of him by Lady Mary's 
Friends concerning me, he choſe to 
have it abſolutely in his own Power, 
to deny my having any further De- 
pendance upon him; ſo that, fo 

ſoon 
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ſoon as Things were ſettled, he 
would pay his Duty to his Lord- 
ſhip. 
This, my Reader will ſay, was a 
very odd Scheme for me to have 
come into; yet the chief Contrivance- 
of it was my own : For what would 
I not have done, what would I not 
have ſubmitted to, that might but 
have reſcued that dear Man from a 
Moment's Diſquiet, whoſe Soul was 
wrapt up in me and my little In- 
fants ? 

We little conſidered with our- 
ſelves, when we had formed this 
Device, that it could prove no other 
than a patched-up Truce between 
the Earl and us, which might, pro- 
bably, procure to Father and Son ſome 
tew more friendly Meetings; but 
then, we penetrated not into the Suc- 
ceſſion of thoſe dark Conſequences 
which were to enſue ; nor though 
we acted upon this wild Principle, 
had each of us a Diſtruſt of the 
other's Integrity ; for could that have 

E 3 for 
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for a Moment ſubſiſted between us, 
we had never left it in the Power of 
either of us to have diſtreſſed the 
other, or the Earl himſelf to have 
diſtreſſed us both. 

The Earl's Honour muſt, of 
Neceſſity, deſcend upon my Huſ- 
band, but without his Eſtate too, 
which was very confiderable, what 
his Lordſhip was in Poſſeſſion of, 
excluſive of his Father's annual 
Bounty, amounted but to little more 
than three thouſand a-year ; too 
ſcanty a Pittance to attend the Dig- 
nity : So that it was the Proſpect of 
his Father's Eſtate, or at leaſt a good 
Part of it, that had kept his Lord- 
ſhip in ſuch a ſervile Dependance 
upon him; for though his Lord- 


ſhip had often, with great Sincerity, 


wiſhed himſelf but a private Gentle- 
man, in which Sphere his then In- 


come would have anſwered his every 


View in Life ; yet his Lordſhip had 
a Spirit, which would not eafily ac- 
quieſce under the Title of an Earl, 
| devoid 
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deyoid of an Eſtate ſuitable for the 
Support of that Dignity. 

It may be wondered at, perhaps, 
that his Lordſhip ſhould not have 
been intitled to any Eſtate at his Fa- 
ther's Death, in conſequence of any 
Settlement upon his Mother (whoſe 
Fortune I have before mentioned to 
have been very large) his Lordſhip 
being her only Child; but I muſt 
inform my Reader, that ſhe being, 
within few Months, of Age at his 
Father's Marriage with her, and her 
Fortune being wholly in her own 
Hands, the Earl had ſo wrought 
upon the Lady to expedite their 
Marriage, that the Settlement was 
deferred till her Arrival at the Age 
of twenty-one ;- but before it could 
be perfected, ſhe dying in Child- 
birth of his Lordſhip. he was left 
wholly dependent on his Father. 

We now made all the Prepara- 
tions poſſible for my quitting his 
Lordſhip's Seat, with my Children, 
for a Retirement that he had pro- 

_—_ vided 
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vided for me about ten Miles farther 
in the Country ; nor did his Lord- 
ſhip delay waiting upon his Father, 
for a longer Space, than the Neceſ- 
ſity of the Caſe might ſeem to re- 
quire; but his Lordſhip's main 
View was, by ſtarting frequent Ob- 
jections, to protract Time ſo, that 
poſſibly, his Father might die be- 
fore Matters ſhould be puſhed to 
ſuch Extremity, as to compel him 
to adhere to my Marriage, which 
he had reſerved as his laſt Reſort. 

J was as well ſituated with my 
Children, in my new Habitation, as 
I could have wiſhed, under ſo great 
a Privation of my Huſband's Society 
as then threatened me; but his 
Lordſhip's daily Vexation at parting 
with me (freſh Accounts of which 
he each Poſt tranſmitted to me) 
blunted the Edge of every flattering 
Idea, and kept me under far more 


Diſquietudes for his Sake than my 
own. : | 
His 
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His Lordſhip, by Letter, gave me 
account of his firſt Interview with 
Lady Mary, ſo pleaſantly, that, for 
my Reader's Satisfaction, I ſhall 
hereto ſubjoin it in his own Words. 


My ever dear Biddy, 

y or may, with far more Fa- 

cility gueſs at, than I can de- 
ſcribe, the Violence I am obliged 
to offer to my Nature, whilſt en- 
gaged in fo diſagreeable a Purſuit, 
as I am here enliſted into: 

I Yeſterday paid my firſt Viſit to 
Lady Mary, accompanied with my 
Father ; when, after about half an 
Hour ſpent by us in her's and her 
Father's Company, his Lordſhip, 
taking my Father out of the Room 
with him, undoubtedly propoſed 
thereby, to give me an Opportunity 
1 paying my Addreſſes to that 

ady. . 

1 den ſay, but had I been diſ- 
engaged, or had I never known 
you, my Dear, that there could have 
| E 5 hap- 
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happened any thing in the leaſt un- 
pleaſing, to a Man of nicer Taſte 
than I am, in Lady Mary's Com- 
pany, who is undoubtedly as -ac- 
compliſhed as the Sex can well ad- 
mit of ; but with what Spirit was 
it poſſible for me to exert the Talents 
of a Lover, to any other than my 
beloved Biddy? Had I addreſſed 
the Woman, it muſt have been di- 
rected to thee, in her, none other 
being capable of inſpiring that Paſ- 
ſion in my Breaſt than thy deareſt 
ſelf; but ſomewhat muſt be ſaid, 
and ſo it was; for after a full fifteen 
Minutes Silence, I blundered out, 
in an aukward manner, the Bleſſings 
attainable in the Marriage-ſtate, be- 
tween ſuch as made Love the chief 

Motive of their uniting in it. | 
I preſently perceived I had over- 
ſhot my Mark, or could I conceive 
her ſuch a Fool, as to believe the 
Motive mine, when our two Fa- 
thers had ſo long been adjuſting the 
Articles, as to have well nigh 
| brought 
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brought them to Concluſion, before 
I had ever apprized her of my Sen- 
timents, or had received the leaſt 
Return from her; and indeed, I 
received a moſt pertinent Anſwer 
from her, in a Conceſſion, that it 
probably might be as I gueſſed; 
but having given herſelf no Trouble 
hitherto, in the Diſquiſition of ſuch 
Affairs, ſhe could not reply from 
any prior Surmiſes of her own, 

upon the Subject. | 
Had I but poſſeſſed the leaſt Frag- 
ment of Love, or could I but have 
aſſumed a gaiety of Temper to have 
perſonated the Lover at that time, I 
ſhould ſoon have been inſpired with 
a ready Reply to her Anſwer; and 
though of no material Conſequence, 
our Converſation might have been 
kept up, till their Lordſhips had 
again entered to our Relief ; but I 
became ſo ſhocked at all Thoughts 
of raiſing Expectations in her, which 
my own Heart would condemn me 
for, that turning the Diſcourſe to 
| meer 
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meer Matters of Indifference, the 
Monoſyllable Love, or ought elſe to 
be deduced from it, was not ſo 
much as once more hinted at be- 
tween us. 

I muſt do the Lady the Juſtice 
to ſay, that ſhe ſupported my In- 
difference with a perfect Reſigna- 
tion, conſidering it proved what ſhe 
could by no Means have expected, 
from the Preparation ſhe had un- 
doubtedly made to have received me 
as a Suitor; however, before we 
were both run aground, for want of 
farther Subjects to have proceeded 
upon, our Fathers preſented them- 
ſelves before us, in little Doubt, I 
preſume, of our having made a fair 
Beginning. 

Our Viſit was now ſoon ended, 
and my Father aſſured me, as we 
returned home, that he having ad- 
juſted all Matters with Lord C--d—7, 
it would be needleſs in us Young- 
ones to make a tedious Affair of 
it, and therefore recommended to 

me, 
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me, the puſhing our Courtſhip to 
a Concluſion as ſoon as poſſible. 
He would fain have been let into 
the Particulars of my Requeſts, and 
her Anſwers, with all that had 
paſſed between us; but I replied, 
that our Words being directed by 
the Suggeſtions of our Minds, upon 
occaſional Circumſtances, as they 
accidentally aroſe, it was impoſſible 
for me to repeat them. 

I begin to have a far more in- 
different Notion of this Artifice 
than ever I had, and as my Father 
inſiſts upon my ſeeing her again To- 
morrow, and fo every other Day, I 
muſt throw all at hazard, rather 
than totally deprive myſelf of yours, 
and my dear Children, one Mo- 
ment with whom, out-weighs an 
Age with all the World beſides, in 
the Eſteem of, 


Your moſt alfectionate Huſband, 
"Ren ES 
I 
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I ſhall not take upon me to tran- 
ſcribe ſeveral other of his Lordſhip's 
Letters on the Subject ; but I from 
them collected, that Lady Mary's 
Father had complained to the Earl, 
of the Coolneſs of his Son's Beha- 
viour to that Lady, which the Earl 
excuſed, as much as poflible, from 
Lord G—r—&d's Baſhfulneſs; but 
as his Aﬀections, he was certain, 
was fully ſettled upon the young 
Lady, he doubted not, but as he 
grew to greater Intimacy with her, 
he would be more nine in his 
Addreſſes. 

His Lordſhip paying his Viſits 
regularly, by compulſion of his Fa- 
ther, without the leaſt further Pro- 
greſs in the Affair on his Part; the 
old Gentlemen, he told me, had pre- 
pared the Settlement, and appointed 
a Day for the Ceremony, which his 
Lordſhip, on Pretence of ſome Fai- 
lure in the Deeds, had cauſed to be 
put off, more than once or twice; 


till at length, grown quite weary of 
the 
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the mock Scene, without Proſpect 
of coming off at laſt with Honour, 
he reſolved to proceed no longer, in 
a Courſe ſo oppoſite to his Inclina- 
tion ; and now, nothing offering to 
prevent their Marriage at an ap- 
pointed Day, my dear Lord ſum- 
moned up his Courage, to acquaint 
Lord C—d—1n of his former Mar- 
riage, and that the Courtſhip he 
had carried on with Lady Mary, 
had been entirely under Compul- 
lion of his Father, whoſe fiery Na- 
ture, had hitherto obliged him to 
conceal the real Truth; and then 
intreating his Lordſhip's Pardon, he 
begged him to find fome Means of 
diſſolving the Treaty, and that, if 
poſſible, without endangering his 
Lordſhip's future Proſpects with his 
Father, OPS o 
Lord C-—d-—1, he ſent me 
Word, ſtood as one Thunder-ſtruck 
at his Report, acknowledging his 
Lordſhip's Juſtice, in revealing the 
Truth, before Conſummation, but 
blamed 
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blamed him exceedingly, for having 
ſuffered it to proceed ſo far firſt; 
and finally, forbad him his Houſe 
for the Time to come. 

The Ice being now broken, and 
my dear Lord not daring to face his 
Father again, he fled forthwith into 
the Country to me; but under ſuch 
Confuſion of Mind, as nothing that 
I could ſay or do would diſſipate: 
For though his Affection for me 
was invariable, and would break 
through every Weight that oppreſſed 
him; yet the Anguiſh of my Mind, 
was no leſs than his own, for ſe- 
veral Days that we had now been 
together: But our Union had not 
been of above ten Days Continuance, 
before we were rouſed by a moſt 
unexpected Viſitant, who alone, 
claimed every Part of our Attention. 


* 


CHAP, 
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OOO 


CHAP. VI. 


Interview of Lord G—r—d and his 
Father with Biddy. Denies bis 
Marriage to Biddy through Fear. 
Biddy to be turned off. Charged 
with Breach of Faith to Lord 
G--r--d. He clears it. 


S his Lordſhip and I were 
walking Arm in Arm in our 
Garden one Day, and ſeriouſly de- 
bating upon paſt Occurrencies, one 
of our Servants running to us, in- 
formed us that a Coach and Six was 
arrived at the Gate. We immedi- 
ately gave Orders for ſhewing the 
Company in, and we would wait 
upon them preſently ; but turning 
ſhort to receive them, who ſhould 


be labouring up to meet us, but the 
Earl of B | 


The Sight of his Lordſhip fo - 
near us, pierced like a Sword 


through 
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through us both ; but as it was then 
too late to fly, we mended our Pace 
to receive him. 

His Zeal, for engaging us with- 
out a Moment's Loſs of Time, was 
lo great, as to have ſpurred 
him forwards with ſuch Celerity in 
his Motion, that being a very cor- 
pulent Man, and Phthificky, his 
Lungs wrought ſo by the Time he 
met us, as not to ſuffer him to adjuſt 
his Words to a ſpeechable Medium, 
ſo that we were wholly at a Loſs for 
his Errand, for a full quarter of an 
Hour, moſt of which Time Lord 
G--r--d and I, had been upon our 
Knees, in Hopes of receiving his 
Bleſſing; but though the old Gentle- 
man had ſeveral Times made Eſſays 
for uttering his Mind to us, yet, 
being unable to utter forth more 
than a Syllable at once, and that 
moſt unintelligibly, we had not yet 
been enabled to gueſs, whether his 
Intent had amounted to a Curſe, or a 
Blefling ; though if any Credit 5 

| ave 
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have been given to the Language 
of his Eye, the only legible Part of 
his Countenance; for his Cheeks, 
Mouth, and Noſtrils, wrought like 
a Smith's Bellows, in one Key all 
the while, we both dreaded the 

former. | | 
At length, perceiving us ſtill to 
be kneeling before him like Statues, 
he, by two or three haſty Elevations 
of his Hand, ſignified to us his 
Command to riſe. We obeyed, 
and Lord G---7---d perceiving his 
Father in ſuch an Agony ſtill, and 
well knowing that it was but with 
Difficulty that he could retain his 
Legs for any long Seaſon, he ran 
for a Wooden-ſtool, which ſtood 
in a Summer-houſe at the farther 
End of the Walk, for him to fit 
on. 
I, who was not apprized of his 
Lordſhip's Intent in making off fo 
_ faſt, being left alone with the Earl, 
was almoſt befide myſelf, leſt his 
Lordſhip ſhould have meditated a 
„ 
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more diſtant Trip; and the more fo, 
when in his Abſence, finding the 
old Gentleman ſcarce able .to ſtand, 
I cunning to ſupport him, was 
ſpurned from him with the utmoſt 
Indignation, and his great Crutch- 
headed Cane brandiſhed at my 
Head. 

His Lordſhip was now returned 
with the Stool, upon which his Fa- 
ther ſoon ſeated himſelf, when his 
Vigour by Degrees returning ; what? 
ſaid he, young Man, am I to be 
made your Dupe ? your Tool? your 
Make-game ? Raſcal! added he, 
how dared you to ſet me to Match- 
making for you, when you knew 
yourſelf already married? Married 
did I fay, it cannot be that thou art 
married ! Sirrah ! thou can'ſt not be 
married to that falſe, intriguing 
Gipſey.—What? ſhall it be faid 
that a Deſcendant of Lord B, 
who might have been preſumed to 
have inherited his mental Qualifica- 
tions, hath been tricked into Matri- 

mony, 
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mony, by a deſigning, wheedling 
Strumpet, who has outſtripped him 
in Artifice? 

What have I been doing all my 
Lifetime? Curtailing my reaſon- 
able Enjoyments, and diminiſhing 
the Figure I might have made in tho 
World, and by every Means ſcrapin 
Riches together, and all to — 
ſuch a mean ſpirited Scoundrel a 
Support to his undeſerved Title.— 
But, Wretch ! III leave you naked, 
as I firſt received you from your 
Mother, - and let your beggarly Title 
deſcend to this Creature's Baſtards, 
if it will ; for lawful Iflue they can 
never be, begotten againſt all Senſe, 
Reaſon, Decency, and the Will of 
your Parent. | | 

The old Gentleman having run 
himſelf out of Breath in his firſt 
Heat, and panting moſt enormouſly, 
till he had recovered his Wind again ; 
at length, began ſomewhat more 
moderately in his fecond Courſe, 
whilſt his Lordſhip and I were with- 

drawn 
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drawn almoſt behind him ; till call- 
ing to his Lordſhip, Son, ſaid he 
(though this, perhaps, may be the 
laſt time of my ever calling you ſo) 
come forward, nor ſuffer that deceit- 
ful Woman's Inſinuations to weigh 
ought in the Anſwer you ſhall make 
to the Demand I ſhall offer to 
you. I aſk you ſeriouſly, therefore 
anſwer me ſolemnly ; you have told 
me you are not married to her, and 
till ſhe again beguiled you with her 
Flatteries, perſiſted in it, and then 
you again confirmed it to Lord 
C—4—1 that you was. I ſay, I de- 
mand a peremptory Anſwer from 
you, are you married, or are you 
not ? We 
Lord G--r--d looking down, as 
pauſing upon what Anſwer he ſhould 
return, I, who ſtood oppoſite to him, 
and fo far behind his Father as not 
to be diſcerned by him, made every 
Sign I could invent, to engage his 
Lordſhip to a Denial (for the dread- 
ful Sentence of never more calling 
3 : him 
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him Son, had made a deep Impreſ- 
ſion on us both) which his Lordſhip 
perceiving, and himſelf alſo con- 
cluding it would prove the ſole Means 
of averting his threatened Ruin, with 
a faultering Accent replied, that he 
was not. 

Can I credit this? faid the old 
Gentleman, You may, Sir, replied 
his Lordſhip. Then calling over his 
Shoulder to me, Hark ye, Madam, 
ſaid he, come forward, and anſwer 
me (though I doubt not of find- 
ing you a contrary Note) do you 
look u yourſelf, to be Lord 
G--r--d's Wife? So far as Promiſes, 
and mutual Engagements of the moſt 
ſacred Fidelity to each other, can 
render me, I do, Sir, replied I. 

Tell me of none of your Fideli- 
ties and Engagements, ſaid he; my 
Son has perſiſted too long in an Er- 
ror already, and high time it is that 
he ſhould now rectify it: Therefore, 
Madam, do you hear me, take no- 
tice, that from this Day forward pow 

mu 
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muſt look out for a new Keeper. 
My Son has done with you ; and 
ſince he knows not how to behave 
himſelf at Liberty, I ſhall take him 
home with me, and keep him under 
my own Hand.—What Breed of 
Baſtards is there between you? I 
replied, that I had four Children. 
Very well! ſaid he, they muſt not 
ſtarve; take notice, my Son ſhall 
leave you all the Furniture of this 
Houſe, make the moſt of it for your 
Subſiſtence, ſend the Brats all to Ser- 
vice as they grow up, they'll ſoon 
earn their Bread, and yourſelf may 
get into freſh Keeping under ſome 
other Coxcomb ; then think yourſelf 
very well. off. 

My Tears were, under Difficulty, 
reſtrained within their Sluices, at this 
ignominious Treatment of myſelf, 
and the pretty Infants; though I 
ſmothered them as much as poſſible, 
leſt they ſhould augment Lord 
G--r--d's Pain; but the Earl ob- 
ſerving me juſt ready for a Diſcharge; 

3 What 
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What would the Woman - have 
more? ſaid he; are you uneaſy that 
the Cart's Tail ſhould be omitted 
out of your Sentence ? which, in 
good Truth, but for my Son's ſake, 
would. haye been a moſt deſerved 
Portion of it. 
May it pleaſe your Lordſhip, faid 
I, Lord Gr bath hitherto proved 
a Man of too much Honour to have 
had a Thought of abandoning me, 
and four poor harmleſs Babes, under 
the ſcanty Maintenance your Lord- 
ſhip would propoſe for us. His 
Lordſhip doubts not but the Chil- 
dren are his own, and if ſo, they 
are your Grand-children ; then, 
ſuppoſe we were not married, yet 
thoſe Innocents deſcending from you, 
muſt ſurely claim ſome little Title 
to your Regard, above a Deſertion 
to Want and Penury. 2 
Ay, ay, ſaid the Earl, it is what 
I expected ; a virtuous Woman, no 
doubt, and the Children all my 
Don's, and my Deſcendants n 
Vor I. F queſtion ; 
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ueſtion ; but who, think you, in 
their right Wits, will give Credit to 
what a Proſtitute ſhall ſay? _ 
My Lord, anſwered I, whatever 
Cenſure you may judge my Adticns 


liable to, I'll appeal to your Son for 


my Fidelity to him ; if ever I have 
ſtrayed, either in Thought, Action, 
or Inclination, from the pureſt Faith 
to Lord G- d, let me meet no 
Favour from either of you. No, 


my Lord, whatever Reproaches 
your Honour may load me with, I 


am aſſured they can meet with no 


Countenance from your Son. 


Vile Hypocrite ! deluding Syren ! 


ſaid the Earl; that may paſs on him, 
but never will on me, 


Il promiſe 
you, who am better appriſed of your 
ranſactions than he is. With what 


an hardened Impudence can you 


deny your Amours with other Men, 
and tho 

ing too? neither by Chance, Sur- 

prize, or Accident, but voluntarily 


ſe whilſt in my Son's Keep- 


and 
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and premeditately, even to the ſe- 
ducing them, and proſtituting your- 
ſelf to them, unſollicited. 
This Charge, rouſing my Spirits 
to a moſt exalted Pitch, leſt Lord 
6 .- ſhould be induced to afford 
the leaſt Ear to it, I replied, that if 
his Honour intended that Scandal 
only to render me more odious to 
his Son, I could forgive it; but if 
he ſpake but with the leaſt Notion 
of receiving it himſelf as a Verity, I 
deſpiſed his Menace, and defied 
either himſelf, or any Man elſe, to 
charge me culpably with it; nor 
could I have imagined, that through 
Rancour'againſt me, he could have 
ſubmitted to the broaching of ſo 
porn a" Falſity, which muſt put 
him to the Bluſh, for want of the 
leaſt Colour to ſupport it. | 
The Vehemence 1 ſpoke with, 
and the Reflection it carried with! it, 
ſo nettled the old Gentleman, that, 
come, ſaid he, ſince nothing but 
downright Fact will content you, I 
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ſhall inſtance in one Perſon, moſt: 
flagrantly; and ſhould you be ſo 
daring as to deny it, he that vouch 
it to your Face. 

I verily believe, the whole Blood: 
of my Body was then collected inte 
my Cheeks ;- for they buret like Fire 
at the A — of what Lord 
G--r—d Ka ot think of this: When 
bruching up to the eld Gentleman 
moſt = 9 I bave heretofore, 
Sir, ſaid I, eſteemed you a Man of 
too much Honour, to aſſert as a 
Fact, what all the World cannot de- 
monſtrate ; but pardon me, if I now 
ſuſpend my Opinion of you, till you 
name the Perſon, from the lead 
Crime with whom, be he who he 
will, if I cannot clear myſelf to your 
own Satisfaction, may 4 be turned 
out a wandering Vagaband upon the 
Face of the Earth, — af the 
Pity or Regard of the honeſt { Part.of 


the Creation. I defy- you Hir, 4 


3 
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Pray, Madam, ſaid the Earl, will 
it offend, ſhoald I enquire whether 
you are not acquainted with one 
Mr. Stringer? | bee been, faid I, — 
A Villain! faid Lord Grd. — 
How Son! cried the Earl, before 
you hear what I have to ſay of him. 
Sir, replied my dear Lord, have 
too much to ſay of him myſelf, to 
imagine your Lordſhip may not have 
_— but I'll forfeit my Life, if, 
Juſtice, you can Wasn my 
thing good of Stringer. | 
May I be bold, Sir, aid 1. to aſk 
What of Mr. * whe Nay, Ma- 
dam, replied he, only I have heard 
that he has been an intimate Ac- 
quaintance of yours, and that you 
have been inchined tu admit him to 
private Familiarities, ſuch us became 
not that ſtrict Fidelity to my Son, 
which you fo much boaſt of. I 
admit him to Familiarities? ſaid I. 
Only as your Bedfellow; or ſoy added 
the Earl, that is all; and pray, why 
wein not my Deſcendants (as y 
23 idly 
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idly call them) be the Deſcendants 

of Mr. Stringer, with equal Certi- 
3 | 


tude as mine? 


22 


Lord Gd was too far irritated, 


any longer to contain himſelf. My 


Lord, ſaid he, you have ſuffered | 


yourſelf to have been groſsly im- 
poſed upon, in the Concluſion you 
would deduce from a Fact that 1 
muſt admit to be true ; but, that 
every one may receive their juſt 
Due, give me leave to crave your 


Lordſhip's Patience for a few Words. 


Yourſelf, Sir, are not uninformed 
of the Regard I have ever borne to 
Mr. Stringer, even from my Child- 


hood. Your ; Lordſhip knows he 


hath been my Boſom-companion, 


and that his ſole Support, for many 
| Years, has depended upon jan, 
Bounty. I have never twice heard 
Stringer in want of what lay in my 
Power to ſupply, though I have more 
than once been ſenſible of the Loſs 
of thoſe Donations I. have beſtowed 
on him. In ſhort, Sir, there is not 


that 
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that Thing to be named, which 
might have engaged a grateful Heart, 
but Mr. Stringer muſt acknowledge 
himſelf my Debtor for. | 
This Man, my Lord, or rather 
Brute; my Friend, my ſecond-ſelf, 
noways doubting this Lady to be my 
lawful Wife, during the Entertain- 
ment that I gave him in my Family, 
lotted her Peſtruction and com- 
Lining with her Servant, procured 
her Dreſs, and taking her Place in 
my Bed, in my Abſence, this Lady, 
as your Lordſhip hath obſerved, 
went to bed to him.—But how, my 
Lord? Not in Vice or Wantonneſs, 
but through the Perfidy of her Wo- 
man, who, in my Abfence, ever 
took my Place in this Lady's Bed, 
and, at this time, pretending Illneſs, 
deſired leave to go to reſt before her, 
when, in her own Form, ſhe placed 
Stringer there in her ſtead. _ 
Nov, my Lord, conſider how this 
Lady could, in that caſe, be eſteemed 
culpable. Surely ! by no means: 


F. 4 But 
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But let me beg your Lordſhip's Ear, 
whilſt I rehearſe the Conſequence of 
this Impoſtare. 

No ſooner had this Lady diſcovered 
the Fraud, than ſhe raiſed the Family; 
cauſed the Villain to be apprehend- 
ed, and drefling him in the Maid's 
Clothes, firſt had him dragged 
through the Horſepond, then buried 
in the Dunghill, and laſtly, con- 
fined to the Stable, with my Dogs 
and Horſes, till I returned from 
London; when he confeffed his 
Crime, diſclaimed all further Title 
to my Frietidfhip, and even to Vir- 
tue and Honor; nay, intreated me 
father to ftab him, than deliver him 
alive to ſuch Wretchedneſs, as he 
muſt ever after be abandoned to. 

I make, but little Queſtion, that 
by this Time, your Lordſhip is per- 
fuaded, added my dear Huſband, 
that the Treatment Stringer met 
with from this Lady, if ſhe valued 
him, as your Lordſhip would inti- 
mate, was the moſt a 
doe e- 
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Method of expreſſing her Affection, 
that you have ever heard of: But 
this, my Lord, for the latter Part of 
it, myſelf can avow, and can brin 
every Soul in my Family, to 3.— 
all the reſt. . Now, tho 
Lordſhip retains but an Tiforent 
Opinion of this Lady's Honour; yet, 
common Juſtice requires,” that none 
ſhould ſuffer, from an Imputation 
not their due. 

The Earl, by this Tirne begin- 
ning to ſuſpect 2 er for a Knave, 
an perceiving chat 2 BY 

octeding to reſume the Dif- 
co * defire that he might walk 
into! the Houſe; for chat he ſhould 
de glad of = Wine aftet 
his Fouttey ni we attended 
him, it being vety near Dinnet 
Time. . Iva Wot 
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Lord G--r--d fleals the Night with 
Biddy. Their Conflict. She fol- 
. tows him to Town. Meet daily. 
Travel propoſed to Lord G--r--4. 
'  Diftreſſed tbereat. Repent denying 
. their Marriage; reſolve to confeſs 


it. An Exceſs of * finks them 
both ;_ but peared; | 


J-bF T tes? Lordſh hips tain 
not being judged fit Company 
2 the Son, EF; 2 %, por a- 
r, after what had alr ed, 
fo tha, a tomy Chaoker my 
enjoyed ourſelves; 
ay = of Manner, as the Perturba- 
ow of my Mind would beſt, per- 
mit me. 
I faw no more of Lord — 
till Bed-time: For the old Gentle- 
e ſe 


IS as poffible. At partin parting: | 
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with him for Bed, he enjoined him 
by no means to ſee me that Night; 
for he was certain, he ſaid, my 
very Looks were contagious, and 
that though his Lordſhip was ever 
ſo ripe for parting with me, he dif- 
puted not, but if he admitted me 
to an Opportunity, my Artifices 
would cauſe a Retraction of, or at 
leaſt a Wavering in his Reſolution ; 
but added, that as he purpoſed to 
take his Lordſhip to Town with 
him in the Morning, a few Weeks 
Abſence, would conciliate him to a 
Separation from me for ever; ſo 
that having, as he thought, en- 
gaged his Son to avoid me for 
that Night, he went to reſt con- 
tentedly. n 
No ſooner had his Lordſhip fairly 
laid the old Gentleman to repoſe, 
than like the moſt paſſionate Lover, 
he flew to my Chamber, where we 
ſtole the Night together. 

Vain would be the Attem 


5 
t, 


ſhould I aim at a Deſcription of che 


Hurricane 
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Hurricane of out Paſſions, till Morn- 
ing; our whole Beings were ab- 
forbed, in a jarring Variety of Ex- 
taſtes, Doubts, Confuſions, Fears, 
Hopes, Sighs, Tears, Joys, and 
Lamentations, as ſucceſſive, as our 
Ideas were, of what was moſt likely 
to prove our future Fortune. The 
Expectation of a Separation in the 
Morning, chilled us ſo much, that 
neither the Heat of our Vows, or 
the Proteſtations of an everlaſting 
Conſtancy, could add- a living 
Warmth to our dejected Spirits, or 
could we utter ourſelves ſo fignifi- 
eantly as we would; in Token of 
our never ending Affection. Every 
Surmiſe, every Imagination bene- 
ficial, or diſadvantageous to our fuk 
ture Proſpects, was brought to Ac- 
count, eanvaſſed, and ferutinized, 
with the niceſt Exactitude; but the 
greateſt Difficulty we botli laboured 
under was, ho we ſhould ſteal fu- 
ture; unnoticed Meetings, with each 
er,, en 71a ech 
3.1. N21 I We 
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Me came to a Reſolution, not to 
diſpoſe of our Furniture, it bein 
for the moſt Part new ; but that 
ſhould, with all convenient 8 
follow his Lordſhip to London, 
(having firſt diſmifſed all our Ser- 
vants, and cleared off every Thing 
in the Country) and there taking 
an Houſe in ſome retired Street, 
ſhould ſettle myſelf and Children, 
and inform his Lordſhip:of my Situ- 
tion, as he then directed me. As 
to whatever would in future be ne 
ceſſary, we deferred all Conſidetw- 
tion of that, till we ſhould meet in 
London. | 0 U 
My dear Lord left me all the 
Money he had in the Country, with 
unlimited Orders upon his Banker, 
for whatever I ſhould draw for; 
but now, the Day beginning to peep + 
through our Curtams, we took 
ſuch a ſolemn Farewel at Parting, 
as if we had never more been to 
meet on Earth again; our very Souls 
iſſuing, and at each Embrace, com- 
1 mixing: 
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mixing: For Lord G--r--d dreaded 
lying too long, leſt his Father, who 
was noted for an early Riſer, might 
chance to ſurprize us together, 
which conld not have failed, of 
rendering all our future Profeſſions 
ſuſpectable by him. 
But what we were both the moſt 
concerned at was, leſt the Earl 
ſhould make up matters with Lord 
Cd, or poſſibly, have ſome 
other Match in his View for Lord 
G .-; in either of which Caſes, 
what we had ran ſo many Hazards 
1 to avoid, would again be obtruded 
upon us. 81 
q The Earl and his Son left the 
Country that Morning, and in few 
Days after, having adjuſted all my 
Affairs, to my. beſt Satisfaction, I 
followed them; when having taken 
an Houſe in the Pariſh of St. Mar- 
tens, I ſent for my Goods, and ſettled 
myſelf under the beſt Accommoda- - 
tion, that my then - Circumſtances 
would admit of. a4 
MI 
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My next Concern” was, (as had 
already been concerted between us) 

to a his Lordſhip of my Situ- 
ation, which I did by Letter, di- 
rected as he had dictated to me. 
Whereupon, he paid me a Viſit 
the next Morning: And now, we 
began again to enjoy ourſelves once 
more, like reaſonable Creatures: 
For ſaving that his Lordſhip could 
but ſeldom be abſent all Night from 
his Father's, without ſubjecting him- 
ſelf to ſuſpicion, we had all the La- 
_ of Intercourſe- by Day, that 

was requiſite ; and thus our Time 

paſſed, agreeably enough, for al- 
moſt twelve Months. 

The Earl had not, we may ſup- 
poſe, been idle all this Time, as 
to the great Work he had in Hand, 
of procuring an Alliance for his 8on, I 
ſuitable to his own aſpiring Notions; © | 
ba n the numberleſs 

ttempts he had — tes 3 
. eme er 


» » 
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As for my dear Lord hitmiſelf, 
he was wholly out of the Caſe; nor 
was he to have been in the leaſt 
conſulted in the Affair, till the Mo- 
Matters were brought to Pet. 
fection; and then, for Form | ſake, 
he was to have been ſo de 3 
ſmitten with the Lady; that it would 
have been neceſſary to have hurried 
on the Wedding, leſt he ſhould 
have been incapable of ſurviving the 
leaſt Delay; but, as I ſaid before, 
every Scheme failing, and. the Baff 
ſuſpecting, that his Son's Character 
having been ſomewhat blown in the 
Affair of Lady Mary, might occa- 
ſion the Unſucceſsfulneſs of his Ne- 
gotiations; he told him, that as it 
would be time enough for him to 
think of Marriage, he had Thoughts 
of ſending him to travel, for a few 
inſpect foreign Parts far more ad- 
vantageouſly at his Age, than had 
he ſent him a raw Lad, juſt from 
School. He told him alſo that ee | 
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had provided him a Companion, 
and tide he muſt be prepared in 
fourteen Days, at fartheſt. 

It is ſcarce to be conceived what 
a Blow was hereby given to Lord 
G--r--4, who had deli — him- 
ſelf with the Hopes of his Father's 
diſpairing to find a proper Match 
for him ; and fo long as he could 
promiſe himfelf fo frequent Oppor- 
tunities of my Company as he then 
enjoyed, he concerned himſelf but 
little at the Caution he was obliged 
to uſe for obtaining them: But this 
travelling Scheme, as it would dif- 
concert all our Meaſures at once, 
ſo it would occaſion a Separation 
between us, more infupportable 
than Death itſelf. FOOTE 

The diſmal Sentence had no 
ſooner rang in his Lordſhip's Ears, 
than he bore the melancholy Tiding 
to me, and as was uſual between us, 
in Caſes of fimilar Nature, we cloſed 
in Conſultation, to counteract, if 
poſſible, the Severity of our gy 
eas; 0 
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but all our Politicks proved. too ſhal.. 
low for = leaſt material 
Objection to it. 15 
We again began to lament our firl 
Error, in the Denial of our Marriage ; | 
and allo the perſiſting in it a ſecond 
time, when ſo fair an Occaſion had 
preſented for adhering to it, as when 
the Earl found us together in Hert- 
ferdſtire: For we concluded, that had 
we but reſolutely perſiſted in the 
Truth, the Certainty of our Caſe be- 
ing irremediable, —_—_ either have 
9 the Earl to us, or at once 
have caſt us out of his Protection; 
which latter, could not have proved 
ſo dreadful to us, even in its ex- 
tremeſt Latitude, as the perpetual In- 
quietudes we ſuffered, from the Un- 
certainty of our Affairs, upon every 
capricious Turn of the old Gentle- 
3 man's Temper. 
| Lord G -d, not to mention my 
n Concern, which I ſtifled as far 
s poſſible, was ſo diſtreſſed in his 
Mind, that he had reſolved, with 
himſelf 
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himſelf, rather to have faced his 
Father's Fury, by cancelling his firſt 
Fallacy, and expoſing the naked 
Truth to him, than to have ſubfiſted 
in ſuch perpetual Uneaſineſs; but an 
inherent filial Awe, which from the 
Moroſeneſs of the Earl's Temper, he 
had from his Cradle been overborne 
with, as conſtantly gave a Check 
to every Notion he could but 
conceive would irritate his Father. 
The Preparatians for his Journ 
were carried on by the Earl with 
all Alacrity, -and an Agreement had 
been made for his Paſſage ; nay the 
time for his Embarkation was re- 
duced to the narrow Limits of two 
Days; nor was +I deſtitute of the 
Hope of following him, as had been 
concerted between us, ſo ſoon as he 
ſhould have given me Notice of its 
Conveniency ; but till he ſhould ſo 
inform me oſ it, the Reflection of 
leaving me and his, Children behind 
him, whilſt -himſelf' ſhould be pur- 
ſuing a Courſe the moſt repugnant 
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to his own Nature; and that in fo- 
reign Parts too, where we ' could 
have no ſpeedy and regular Accounts 
of each other, reduced him to ſuch 
Melancholy, as to aſſure me, that 
as all which was intrinfically: of Va- 
lue to him in Life, were myſelf and 
Children, he having ſufficient Eſtate 
to maintain us above Want, though 
not in the Afffuence an Addition of 
his Father's Poſſeſſions would enable 
him to do, he was determined to 
break Meaſures with his Father, and 
decline his Voyage; for that no Dif 
pleafure of a Patent could afford him 
equal Torment with that of eg 


us behind him. 


This ha been hiv T for 
the whole e Noo (he havin —— 
with me) he aroſe, fully prepared 
= freeing himſelf that 9 Morn- 

ing from his Shackles, as he ex- 
preſſed himſelf, which How = 
to the very Soul. 

I muſt confeſs, 1 dreaded the Con- 
ſequences of this Reſolution, 95 he 

eem- 
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ſceming ſa determinately bent upon 
that Way of | Procedding, I did not 
interpoſe to prevent it. He had no 
ſooner left me, than the Expectation 
of what was 46 ſucceed, ſent me 
mourning. to my Cidſet, where, ſe- 
cluded from my Family, I kept a ſo- 
lemn Faſt for the Remainder of the 
Day, which I wholly fpent in Prayer, 
and weeping, for the Succeſs of my 
dear Lord's E ize; nor ſhould 
I have forſaken |: my Retreat for the 
enſuing Night, bad I not towards 
Evening, been rouſed by the Voice 
of my dear Lord at the Door, calling 
to me. . 
My Conje&ure of the Report he 
would make to me, of what had 
paſſed at his Father's, had ſuſpended 
me fo between Hope and Fear, that 
I had ſcarce Power to open the 
Door to him; till my Heart, (ever 
ready to receive him, on what Er- 
rand ſoever) inſpiring me with Re- 
folution, ' I wiped off my Tears, 
that they might not augment 5 
"5 Or» 
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Sorrow, and then let him in. His 
Lordſhip then, haſtily ſeizing me in 
his Arms, and claſping me, under 
violent Emotions: O] Biddy, my 
deareſt Life, ſaid he, and would 
have proceeded; but the Paſſions 
of his Soul obſtructing his Delivery, 
I found him by Degrees, ſinking, as 
unable longer to ſupport himſelf; I 
had the preſence of Mind to lay hold 
of him, and ſeat him, before he fell, 
on a Couch which ſtood almoſt be- 
hind us; when he was by that 
Time quite Motionleſs, and in my 
Opinion, lifeleſs too, the Sight of 
which, rendered my Aid wholly 
uſeleſs to him; but running to the 
Stairs for Help, IT had Power only 
to iſſue one violent Scream; before 
| myſelf was reduced to his Lord- 
(| thip 's Condition. 

| The Servants all collected n 
i me immediately, to enquire into 
| the Cauſe of my Diſcompoſure; 
bdiut finding me paſt the Power of 
li Bog them, my; Maids; ” inex- 
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preſſibly ſhocked at my Cataſtrophe, 
- ſnatched me up in their Arms, and 
moved off with me, with intent to 
lay me upon one of the Squabs in 
my Dreſſing- room; but what a 
Scene beheld: they there, in their 
Lord, already occupying the other, 
and in their Apprehenſions, ſtone 
dead too. 

The Family was in ſuch a con- 
fuſion, each running for what ſhe 
could think beneficial, that fifty dif- 
ferent Applications were employed 
for our Recovery, without the leaſt 
Effect, before my own Footman 
had brought up my Apothecary to 
us, who being himſelf at a Loſs, 
on the firſt View of our Condition, 
in what manner to proceed with us, 
ſent forthwith for a Phyſician from 
the next Street, a Man of conſider- 
able Eminence in his Profeſſion, 
who giving inſtant Orders for a 
Surgeon, gave Direction for opening 
a Vein in each of us; when per- 
cn us to diess. freely, he con- 

| ceived 
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ceived that we were out of Danger: 
For this, giving freſh Motion to 
our Blood, our languid Spirits, 
ſoon gave Tokens of a Return to 
their proper Functions, though very 
deliberately for ſome Time. 

I very well remember, that, upon 
the firſt Diſcloſure of my Eyes, under 
a Recollection of my Exiſtence, I 
was moſt amazingly ſtruck at the 
group of Figures that then ſur. 
rounded me; nor could J ſoon re- 
cover my Recollection, of either 
where I was, or of what could have 
occaſioned the Concourſe of Perſons 
who then ſeemed ſo buſily engaged 
about me. My Arm was not yet 
tied up from Bleeding, but who the 
Doctor or Surgeon was, I was moſt 
at a Loſs to find out. As for the 
Apothecary, he having before at- 
tended me, my firſt Queſtion was to 
him, after 1 had recovered my 
Voice, to be informed what had 
been the Matter? why I had been 


thus attended? and where was my 
1 
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dear Huſband ? He replied; that I 
had been in an hyſteric Fit, and 
that his Lordſhip alſo was reviving z 
then making way, by tranſpoſing at 
leaſt a dozen Fellows and Wenches 
who ſtood between us, ſo thick that 
they could: hardly ſtir by each other, 
| perceived my dear Lord alſo re- 
turning to his vital Functions; but, 
as yet, ſcarce able to reply, better 
he hoped, to my Enquiry after his 
Health. 

My Spirits, and with them my 
Strength, recurring, much more 
ſpeedily than his Lordſhip's, no 
ſooner was I capable of ſitting 
upright, than the Doctor placed 
himſelf on the Couch at my 
Right-hand; and, feeling my 
Pulſe, pronounced the worſt to 
be over; ſo that I diſtnifſed all our 
uſeleſs Attendants, and only re- 
tuned my own, Woman with me, 
and in about a Quarter of an Hour 
more, both his Lordſhip and J being 
able to walk a little, we permitted 

ir the 
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the Doctor and Surgeon to depart 
with their Fees, but detained the 
Apothecary for ſome time longer, to 
whom we were obliged, for an Ac- 
count of what Condition he had firſt 
found us in. 

He ſaid, that upon his Arrival, 
we were both as much ſunk in Spi- 
rits as could well be conceived ; but 
our Caſes being ſo ſimilar, and both 
at the ſame Inſtant too, his firſt En- 
quiry was, into what we had eaten 
or drank, confeſſing his Suſpicion, 
that our Diſorders had ariſen from 
ſomething pernicious” in our Food; 
but being able to gain no Satisfaction 
therein, he then imagined they muſt 
have proceeded from the ſudden 
Shock of ſome adverſe Occurrence, 
that had ſo equally affected us both. 

That in ſo critical a Point, being 
unwilling to act without further Ad- 
vice, he had called in the Phyſician, 


who, propoſing Phlebotomy, had 


ſent for the Surgeon. He was very 


lad, to ſee 8 both 1 in fo 
glad, he Jaid, p Fg 
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Lord G--r--d difccvers that his Tra- 
vel is laid aſide. His Inquietude. 
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i Reſolbes to undeceive the Earl. 
| Another Match propoſed for Lord 
G--r--d. His Loraſhip's Oppoji- 


tion. Owns bis Marriage to Biddy. 
Fury of the Earl. 


HV IN G now parted from all the 
Gentlemen of the Faculty, I was 
fearful of making too early an In- 
quiſition into. the Occaſion of his 
Lordſhip's Diſcompoſure, leſt his 
Relation of the News I expected 
might work ſo forcibly upon us both, 
as to cauſe a Relapſe : For what lets 
than ſome inſupportable Shock to 
0 our Affairs, could have had fo vio- 
1 lent an Effect upon his Lordſhip! 
| Whilſt I was forming to myſelf 
numberleſs Conjectures of what it 
might me, his Legdſhip, with 2 
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ſmiling Air, accoſting me, Biddy, 
ſaid he, we are ſtill to be happy, 
though I am yet ignorant of its Con- 
tinuance ; be it our Buſineſs, there- 
fore, to improve the Opportunity. 
Good, my Lord! as 'how.? de- 
manded I; for my Mind has 
ſtrangely forboded, ever fince your 
Lordſhip's Return, that the moſt 
wretched of Fates attended us 
both. 

My Love ! faid his Lordſhip, my 
Journey is laid afide. But what, 
my dear Lord, faid I, is ordained in 
the Place of it, that ſhould have oc- 
caſioned your Lordſhip's ſo late Diſ- 
order? O Biday, faid he, my Heart 
was fo joyous, as J offered at a Diſ- 
cloſure of that felicitous Turn 'to 
thee, that a Thought of the Pleaſure | 
you would receive it with, was ſo 
inſupportable, as to obſtruct all fur- 
ther Diſplay of my vital Faculties. 

I aſſured him of the Delight I re- 
ceived from this Report; but was 

not without my Fears, that this Re- 
| G 3 vocation 
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vocation of his Father's. Sentence, 
would but prove like a Lightening 
before Death, and: fore-run ſome 
ſeverer Event than that of his Tra- 
vels; but let it be what it would, 
it might, probably, not be ſo pre- 
cipitate an Overthrow to us, as an 
inſtant Separation ; and aſked him, 
if he could frame a Gueſs what it 
might be? | 0 Fe 
His Lordfhip replied, that his 
Father had not aſſigned the leaſt 
Reaſon for this Alteration of | hi 
Will; but that coming home (as he 
had heard) later than uſual the laſt 
Night, he had enquired for him, 
preſently after he was ſtirring that 
Morning; but his Lordſhip knowing 
nothing of it till aſter Dinner, had 
been prevented ſeeing his Father, as 
he had intended (by an old Ac- 
quaintance with whom he had dined) 
till Afternoon ; when almoſt the firſt 
Words his Father faluted him with 
were, Son, I would have you lay 
aſide all. further Thoughts of _ 
1 * ng, 
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ling, for I ſhall otherwiſe diſpoſe of 
you: His Lordſhip added, that his 
Heart almoſt bounded through his 
Side at the News, and that he forth- 
with flew eto inform me of it; for, 
Biddy, ſaid he, a Moment gained 
with thee, is a Compenſation for an 
Age of Woe. | 

We could not ſay what might 
have occaſioned the Change; but I 
could not ſurmiſe, but it muſt have 
ariſen from ſome new ObjeR, that 
the Earl had ſelected, as a Wife for 
his Lordſhip, and fo I told him. 
Heaven forbid | ſaid he; but I know 
not what is the Matter with me, I 
ſhall have no ſolid Peace of Mind 
till J have revealed our Marriage to 
my Father. I have, my Dear, ad- 
ded he, ten times the Awe and 
Dread upon me in my Father's Pre- 
ſence, whilſt Lact under Cover thus 
(though the End ſhould anſwer my 
Purpoſes ever ſo well) that I ſhould 
have, were he but apprized of the 

whole Truth. I p falter, I. bluſh, 1 
9 2 G 4 . a> 
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heſitate, and am under ſuch Confu- 
ſion and Diſtreſs, whenever we con- 
fer together, that rather than en- 
dure it longer, whenever he again 
hints at Matrimony to me, I am re- 
ſolved to lay all open to him, let the 
Conſequence prove what it will. 

I live with thee here, my Dear, 
added he, more like a Criminal than 
an Huſband; my Children ſcarce 
receive me as a Father, nor my Ser- 
vants for a Maſter; I am debarred 
all Freedom and Interview with my 
Friends in my own Houfe ; the Re- 
flection upon which fo conſumes my 
Reliſh for Life, that I can no longer 
bear it. I therefore muſt, and will, 
ſeize the very firſt Occaſion that pre- 
ſents, for diſburdening my Mind, 
and will, at all Events, ſtand the 
Brunt of it. r 

It was not in my Power to con- 
demn his Lordſhip's Sentiments; 
but, from my Heart, was grieved 
we had ever combined together, by 
ſo notorious an Untruth, to impoſt 

98 > % upon 
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upon him: For had we but at firſt 
perſiſted in the Truth, though our 
tuture Dependances might have been 
croſſed by it, yet our Enjoyment of 
our own, under prudent Oeconomy, 
had been laſting and happy to us : 
For as neither his Lordſhip or I were 
addicted to the leaſt Extravagance, 
ſo an unreſtrained Intercourſe with 
each other, would have over-recom- 
penſed us for every Difticulty we 
might otherwiſe have ſubjected our- 
ſelves to: But for us to live in almoſt 
a State of Exile from 'each other, 
and to condeſcend to Stealth and Ar- 
tifice for every Enjoyment of each 
other's Society, was what pierce 
our very Souls, though I had fixed it 
as my Principle, not to be the firſt 
Complainant. | 1 0 
Three Days more had ſcarce 
paſſed, before the Earl explained 
himſelf to his Lordſhip, upon his 
new Diſpoſition of him, by order- 
ing him to pay his Addreſſes to Lady 

Fanny Sa-; for that he deſigned 
(4 her 
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her for his Daughter-in-law, at the 
ſame time acquainting him, that ſhe 
had been apprized of his Viſit by her 
Father, and that he would be well 
received by her. 

His Lordſhip making no manner 
of Reply to this, but ſtanding mute, 
and in a muſing Poſture, ready to 
have promulged our Marriage; 
What? ſaid his Father, is there no 
Gratitude due to a Parent's Concern, 
in procuring you an Heireſs with 
the vaſt Poſſeſſions ſhe muſt enjoy, 
at the Earl's Death ? 

It you young Fellows are blind to 
your on Intereſts, you muſt not be- 
lieve that we od ones are fo too. Will 
not ſuch an Alliance, think you, te- 
dound to the Honor and Emolument 
of our whole Poſterity,? Why, 
Sirrah } wert thou but endued with 
my active Genius, what an immenſe 
Eſtate might we not leave to, our 
Deſcendants ? But the Sluggiſhneſ 
of thy Principles, would rather fub- 


vert, than elevate their [Ofpnderc 
5 
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Is there no Gratitude, I ſay, due 
to all my Cares for your Advance- 
ment? unn eee 
His Lordſhip, who now looked 
upon the preſent time as the luckieſt 
Opportunity for retracting his paſt 
Error, by undeceiving his Father, 
was upon the Point of explaining 
himſelf; when the Dread of his 
Father's Anger over-powering him, 
it ſtill adhered to his Tongue, be- 
yond his utmoſt Ability to diſengage 
it, Shuffling off then, a direct An- 
ſwer, his Lordſhip replied, that 
from the ſlender Knowledge he had 
of that Lady, he ſhould be under 
great Difficulty in making his Ad- 
vances fo vigorouſly, as his Honor 
ſeemed to expect: For that it would 
in his Opinion, ſeem ſtrangely gut 
of Character to him, to appear ag a 
Suitor to a Lady, with whom he had 
never in his Life exchanged a ſingle 
Syllable, or had ever ſeen, ſave at 
Court, or at the Play-houſe. 
a . „ e e That 
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That in ſuch a Caſe, indeed, (fe 
might conceive of him, that her 
Riches had ſmitten him ; but as he 
Was ſo far in the dark as to her 
Specch, Behaviour, and perſonal 
Endowments, he apprehended, that 
if at all Events, neither of their 
Choice was to be conſulted in the 
Affair, it might be full ſoon enough 
for chem to meet, for the firſt Time, 
at the Nuptial Ceremony. 

- His Lordſhip declared, that had 
-he ſtudied a Reply to his Father, he 
could not have proceeded ſo ſmartiy; 
but that having once diveſted him- 
ſelf of Reſtraint, there ſeemed fo 
natural a Connexion in What he 
had, with what he intended to 
ofter, that being highly irritated, 
he could ſcarce ſtop without ſaying 
much more. 

He obſerved his Father's bun 
tenance to cloud over prodigiouſſy, 
and his Lip to fall exceedingly, 
(than which no Token could be a 


:lurer Prognoſtick of his riſing F uy, 
ut 
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but having exerted himſelf ſo much 
beyond what he had ever before at- 
tempted, and imagining himſelf to 
have far the better End of the Ar- 
gument, he took Courage, and in a 
ſort of Triumph, waited the old 
Gentleman's Reſentment; who 
having rouſed up his Choler, even 
almoſt to the Obſtruction of his 
vocal Organs, at length began, with 
why have I ever been curſed with 
Children? To what End have all 
my Views in Life tended, but to 
the ennobling, and enriching, a 
mean degenerate Scoundrel, un- 
worthy of tranſmitting my Name 
and Titles, to poſterity ?? 

Have I not, at the Expence of 
my Bodily-health, and Vital-ſpirits, 
been ſcores of Vears turmoiling my- 
ſelf, to accumulate an Eſtate, a 
Title, and Family, for you, Sirrah? 
and am I not well e at laſt, 
think you? 

I would not be: induced to 8 
thy Mother other than an honeſt 
| Wo- 
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Woman, though thy Manners 
would baniſh the Notion of it: For 
that thou haſt a Drop of my Blood 
in thy Veins I moſt ſhrewdly ſuſ- 
pet, by thy Aftions.——Did I 
vainly diveſt myſelf of ten thouſand 
Pounds, in the Purchaſe of a Title, 
only to tranſmit it to thee ?—Why 
married I Lady Betty -? 
Only to amaſs a Competency for 
thee : - But I have ſettled much'f 
my own upon her Children already, 
and though ſhe reſerved all her 
Wealth to her own Diſpoſal, yet I 
having had the Addreſs to prevent 
her making any ſuch, that is all 
| now fallen into my Hands: So that, 
Scoundrel, added he, had not your 
Great-Uncle left you ſomething, 
you, and your Whore, whom 1 
ſuppoſe you ſtill} correſpond with, 
: ſhould periſh together for me, I can 
promiſe you. 

O! the Stupidity of that old 
doating Fool, not to have left his 
Eſtate to me! I might then * 
a 
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had the Government of my own 
Child. But that is your all.--- 
You ſhall be the Earl of B——17, 
with three thouſand Pounds hank ; 
much good may it do you. 
Hark, ye Spark, I have other Chil- 
dren for my Eſtate, who, I hope, 
will better deſerve it, or they ſhall 
ſtarve without it. | 

Why was I born to be thus 
wretched! added he--What a Name 
ſhall I leave behind me, in thee and 
thy beggarly Iſſue !---The Thought 
diſtracts me. Have you yet recòl- 
lected yourſelf Are you repentant 
for what you have done? Do you 
reſolve to proſecute my Meaſures ? 
Here, added he, take this Key; 
open my Scrutoir.---- Look over 
the Titles of thoſe Papers, and bring 
me my Will.-—There, you ſhall 
ſee, what an indulgent Father I 
would have proved to you by Incli- 
nation, and then for your Diſobe- 
dience to my Commands, you ſhall 
ſee me burn that Inſtrument, which 


would 
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would have beſtowed ſuch Wealth 
upon you.---Oh! this World is no 


reſting Place for me! 
His Lordſhip being now per- 


emptory in his Reſolves, of not 
truckling an Ace to his Father, was 


the leſs anxious - what became of 
the Will; though upon producing 
it, the Earl read it aloud to him; 
whereby it appeared, that he had 
given to his Lordſhip, all the Mort- 
gages, and Money Securities, which 


-had been his late Wite's, the Lady 


Betty G , amounting as he 
then ſaid, to an hundred and forty 


thouſand Pounds; befides a real 


Eſtate, of thirteen thouſand Pounds 
a-year.---Now, Son, ſaid he, (very 
cooly) ſhall you this Day, accord. 
ing to my Pleafure, pay your firſt 
Court to Lady Fanny, or the whole 
of what I have named to you, ſhall 
be diſtributed to my Young 
Children. 

My dear Lord replied, that it 


was with the utmoſt Regret, he 
ſhould 
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ſhould be obliged, in any Degree, 
I to counteract his Lordſhip's Requeſt; 
but begged him to confider, the 
purpoſed End of all his Purſuits, 
not as directed to his Lordſhip's 
Happineſs, but to his own: For 
that they were inſtituted, before 
his Lordſhip had a Being; and then, 
that his Lordſhip ſhould prove the 
next in Succeſſion to him, was ſo 
far from his Father's Choice, that 
as to him, it was wholly accidental. 
That as to his Riches, by what 
Means they were obtained, himſelf 
beſt knew, but that they were ac- 
cumulated for his Lordſhip's Sake, 
he abſolutely denied; for that had 
they ſo been, his Father would 


have gloried, in rendering them be- 


neficial to him, but the direct con- 
trary appeared, from every Step 


he had yet taken with him; nor 


could his Honours have been pro- 
cured with other View than his 

own Gratification, by raiſing him a 
Family, and Name, in his own Po- 


ſterity 3 
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ſterity; for had theſe, ſingly, or 
conjointly, regarded his Lordfhip 
only, what would it be to his Fa- 
ther, whether he was the richeſt 
or pooreſt of Earls; in caſe he was 
but one of the happieſt: From all 
which, his Lordſhip added, that it 
was apparent to him, that his Fa- 
ther only ſought a Name for him- 
ſelf, at the Head of a ſucceeding 
Generation of Nobles, and that too, 
at the Expence of his Lordſhip' 
future Tranquillity. 

Sir, added his Lordſhip, as I 
have my own Inclination to gratify, 


as well as you have had yours be- 


fore me, I am from hence-forth 
determined, not to ſacrifice my every 
future Comfort, to the moſt ample 
Acquiſitions that can accompany the 
Loſs of them. I have only to re- 
queſt your Forgiveneſs for one Er- 

ror in my Conduct, with which, 
could I not reproach myſelf, I would 
hereafter, to the beſt of my Capa- 
city, obey every of your, * 
om- 
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Commands, ſo far as legally, and 
conſcientiouſly I might, there lying 


nothing ſo uneaſy on my Mind, as 


that. 

As to the Fortune you have given 
me by your Will, if it ſhall prove 
your Pleaſure to confirm that Bene- 
faction, I ſhall ever acknowledge 
your Bounty; if not, - will Never 
repine at it. 

The Earl then demanded, of 
what Error his Lordſhip craved For- 
giveneſs; for having engaged to ſub- 
mit to his Pleaſure in all Things, 
he would ſtrive to forgive, and for- 
get it. Sir, replied my dear Lord, 
it is the having impoſed an Untruth 
upon you, in the Denial of my 
Marriage with Biddy Farmer ; 
whereas ſhe actually is my Wife, 
and ſuch an one, as I muſt hence- 
forward boaſt of, in the Face of the 
whole World. 

The Earl, though he was then 
under 3 of an ap- 

. Fit of the Gout, and in 
| — 
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no little Pain with it, ſtarting from 
his Chair, was making with all 
. Haſte to his Sword, from which, 
and divers other ſymptomatick 
Tokens of an implacable Fury, his 
Lordſhip judging his Perſon: but in- 
ſecure in his Preſence, took to his 
Heels, and clapping the Door after 
him, made the ſpeedieſt Way that he 
could, home to me. 
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CH AP. IX. 

Lord G- rd and Biddy appear 

publickly. He dines with the Earl. 
Sends for his Children. Don't 

return at Night. Biddy's Horror. 
No Intelligence of them at the Earl's. 
Biddy foliows to the Earl's. Her 
Reception there. 


IS Lordſhip had not, for many 

Months, exhibited ſo gay a 
Countenance, as he appeared with 
upon his Return from his Father ; 
which highly delighting me, I could 
not but. crave a Share in his Satis- 
faction: For though I bore up with 
chearful Covering oftentimes, it is 
not to be imagined, but I muſt con- 
ceal an heavy Heart, when 1 re- 
flected npon the Sufferings my dear 


Lord was may hoe mag to for _ 
Sake. 


My 
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My deareſt Biddy, ſaid his Lord- 
ſhip, kiſſing me, I am Conqueror, 
I am Conqueror. I have this Day 
publiſhed our Marriage to my Fa- 
ther, and to prevent all Poſſibility of 
Retraction, I am reſolved to take 
you and Dicky with me to the Play 
to-night, where you ſhall appear as 

my Lady, and Dicky as my Son, 
that all the Town may be fatisfied, 
any further match-making for me 
can be of no Effect. 

I am, my Dear, all Joy and Glad- 
neſs; all Life and Spirits, added 
he, and may fairly call this, the fifſt 
happy Day I have ſeen, fince I firſt 
equivocated with my Father: For I 
am now perfectly eaſy as to all that 
can befal me, and ſhall return na 
more to my Father's. N 
1 told him, that nothing could 
more joyfully affect me, than theſe 
Expreſſions of his Satifaction; but 
from his laſt Words, I could but 
collect, that all was not right be- 
tween him and his Father. He 

2 re- 
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replied it was not, and that it was a 
Mercy J had ever ſeen him alive 
again; for that if he had not in- 
ſtantly made his Eſcape, he verily 
believed his Father would have 
ſtabbed him. He then gave me a 
particular Detail of what had paſſed 
on both Sides, and how he had come 
off at gaſt, i n 1A KY 
He appeared that Evening at the 

Play, daily viſited about in the Cha- 
riot, and received Company at our 
own Houſe, and purpoſely frequented 
every Place of public Reſort, that no 
further Doubt of our Marriage might 
remain with any one: But I could 
not in all this time, ſince I had been 
in Town, gain the leaſt Intelligence 
of what was become of my Mother 
Mrs. Thomas; for I longed, if poſ- 
ble, to have been ſome way bene- 
ficial to her, as my Station would 
then have admitted of it, in caſe ſhe 
had ſtood in need of my Aſſiſt- 


Ace. 


Some 
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Some Weeks had now - paſſed, 
ſince we had ſeen or heard any thing 
from the Earl; nor gave we our- 
ſelves the leaſt Concern about it, 
not building our Hopes upon any 
future Advantage to us from that 
Quarter, till, as we were ſitting at 
Breakfatt one Morning, we received 
a Meſſage by his Servant, which 
contained an Invitation of his Lord- 
ſhip to dinner with him that Day. 

It was near an Hour before we 
could reſolve upon an Anſwer to this 
unexpected Invitation; for that, as 
well his Lordſhip as myſelf, had in- 
finite diſpleaſing Conjectures, relative 
to the Views his Father might have 
in this Invitation; nor could we, at 
length, reduce them into any thing 
beneficial to us. 

His Lordſhip could with no co- 
lourable Pretence, as we both 
thought, avoid ſo civil a Requeſt 
from a Father; nor could he: truſt 
himſelf into bis Company, without 
dangerous Reflections on what . 

ave 
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have proved the Conſequence of their 
laſt Interview, had he not ſo abruptly 
left him. On the other hand, ſhould 
he decline this ſeeming friendly 
Summons, it might aftord a juſt Pre- 
tence for his diſinheriting him, as his 
Father, no doubt, would inſinuate his 
Intent of a Reconciliation on his 
Part, which his Lordſhip had de- 
clined to accept of. 

After numberleſs Reaſonings there- 
fore, pro and con, his Lordthip pre- 
ſented his humbleſt Duty to his Fa- 
ther, and would do himſelf the Ho- 
nour of waiting upon him. I muſt 
confeſs, that had it been ſolely my 
Caſe (from the known Implacability 
of the Earl's Temper) I would 
ſooner have ſtarved upon my own 
Income, and in my own Innocenge, 
than I would have ſubjected myſelf 
to his Machinations. - However, his 
Lordſhip reſuming his late Compo- 
ſure, took leave of me very plea- 
ſantly, and drove to his Father's, 
aſſuring me, that unleſs he met with 

Vol. I. H the 


146 The HISTORY of 


the Reception he hoped for there, 
and the direct contrary to that at 
their laſt Meeting, his Stay would 
be very ſhort with him. 

His Lordſhip had not left me more 
than an Hour before his Chariot re- 
turned, with a Note under his Hand 
for me, in the following Words: 


My deareſt Biddy, 
LL will go well, my Father 
relents, and condemns his hard 
Uſage of us. He is all Impatience 
for embracing the Children. Delay 
not to ſend them inſtantly to 


Your ever affectionate 
R 6 —ð— 


W hat a grateful Proſpect my Eyes 
received from this Writing ! I even 
flew to obey my dear Lord's Orders, 
and having dreſſed them and their 
Maid as elegantly as poſſible, I diſ- 
patched them accordingly, and in 
about half an Hour more, the Maid 


re- 
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returned with the Chariot, giving 
me an Account of the gracious Re- 
ceptions they met with from their 
Grand Papa. 

I know not how to account for it, 
but moſt certain it 1s to me, that 
our good or evil Genius, taking 
Poſſeſſion of our Souls, inſpire us 
frequently with a Senſe of approach- 
ing Deſtiny, before itſelf appears in 
Action to us: For I was never oc- 
cupied by ſuch a Set of gloomy Ideas 
in my whole Life, ruſhing through 
my Fancy, upon any prior Occaſion 
whatſoever, as from the Moment 
I had ſent away my Children ; 
nor could all the Efforts I made for 
their Removal, in the leaſt vary their 
Misfortunes, or prevent their Succeſ- 
ſion or Continuance: | 

I would fain have perſuaded my- 
felf, that this was really a parental 
Care of the Earl's, in order to have 
ſignified his Approbation of, or at 
leaſt his Submiſſion to, our Junction, 
and that their Meeting would have 
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proved the Dawn of a thorough Re- 


conciliation between them, as, moſt 
undoubtedly from his Letter to me, 
my dear Lord expected it would 
have been. Nay, even from my 
ſoundeſt Judgment, formed upon 
my own Reaſonings, I could not 
but conceive that I had ſufficient 
Foundation for my Concluſion : But 
my Arguments were no ſooner 
framed, than an involuntary Im- 
pulſe, contrary to my cleareſt De- 
ductions, and in ſpite of the Con- 
victions of my own Heart, would 
hurry me down the forlorn Stream 
of fouleſt Deſpair, till ſunk into an 
Abyſs of Horror, IJ was ſcarce able 
to emerge from it again. 

The whole Day having paſled in 
this confuſed Manner, as Night 
drew on, my Fears began to take a 
more ſenſible Turn, leſt fome inve- 
terate Cataſtrophe ſhould have be- 
fallen my dear Lord and Children. 
The Clock had now ſtruck _ 
an 
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and I had neither ſeen or heard from 
them. 

I lingered on the time till two, 
ſubject {till to freſh Suggeſtions, mo- 
mentarily ariſing, in my diſtreſſed 
Imagination, which had, by this time, 
rouſed ſuch an Hurricane in my 
Breaſt, that no longer capable of 
proceeding deliberately in my Re- 
flections, my ſeveral Paſſions con- 
tending each for the Maſtery, had 
ſo occupied and alarmed the Stage 
of Reaſon, as to have thrown every 
Faculty into an Uproar. 

I raved, tore my Hair, ſmote my 
Breaſt, and calling every Servant in 
the Family about me, I ſent one 
here, another there, pointed to them 
to behold their murdered Lord, 
whoſe palid Corpſe I verily thought 
I beheld, at every Point of my View, 
all ſmeared with Blood, and ghaſtly, 
with yet flowing Wounds; ſo that 
my whole Thoughts, Words, and 
Actions, were alike incoherent, and 
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but one Complication of Inconſiſten- 
cies and wild Diſtraction. 

Daylight appeared, but with it, 
introduced not what my fluttered 
Soul longed after, my ever deareſt 
Huſband and Children. I ſent my 
Footman to the Earl's for Intelli- 
gence; but the ſole Anſwer to be 
obtained was, that his Lordſhip left 
his Father ſoon after Dinner, in 
Company with two Gentlemen who 
were Strangers, ſince which, he had 
not returned to his Father's. That 
the Children were ſent upon an Air- 
ing to Hyde-Park, in the Earl's 
Coach, which afterwards returning 
without them, the Servants ſuppoſed 
they had been ſet down at home. 

This dark Account of my Family 
increaſed the Horror of my former 
diſmal Apprehenſions, almoſt to 
Deſperation. My Lord miſſing, and 
my Children loſt, were inſupportable 
Afflictions to me. I ran to my Dreſ- 
ſing-room, where ſnatching up ſuch 
Things 
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Things as next preſented, I dreſſed 
myſelf, ordered the Chariot to the 
Door, and in the Height of my Ca- 
lamity, poſted away to Lord B—7's. 

I had, during my going thither, 
compoſed myſelf in the beſt Man- 
ner my conflicting Spirits would 
permit me, that, if poſſible, I might 
keep clear of all Extravagance in the 
Earl's Preſence; but I might have 
ſpared myſelf that Caution ; for, 
upon hearing who I was, he refuſed 
ſeeing me, or even admitting me 
within the Houſe. 

I was then driven to ſuch an in- 
ſufferable Dilemma, not knowing 
how to behave, that having wept 
ſtanding, till my Legs were ready to 
double under me with Fatigue, I 
ſate me down upon the Steps of the 
Houſe, within the Court-yard, 
where my Sorrow redoubling upon 
me, I made the whole Court ring 
with my unreſtrained Lamentations, 
for a full Hour, before a Soul of the 


H 4 Fa- 
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Family dared to exchange a fingle 
Word with me, though moſt of 
them had, at times, in that Interval, 
paſſed by me. 

My Wailing and Outcries had at 
length collected a Mob before the 
Door, which the Earl obſerving to 
increaſe, and dreading the Scandal 
that would redound to him, when 
it ſhould come to be known who J 
was, he ordered me to be conducted 
into the Houſe ; but without an In- 
fight into my dear Huſband's Fate, 
the Street itſelf had been as agree- 
able a Seat to me as the very beſt in 
his Lordſl:ip's Manſion. 

So ſoon as the Crowd, which my 
Cries had gathered without Doors, 
was diſperſed, the Earl ſent Orders 
for my Diſmiſſion ; but I refuſed to 
ſtir till I had ſeen him. This he 
being informed of, ordered Violence 
to be uſed with me, to compel me 
from thence; when again, my 
Shrieks on that Occaſion being heard 

through 
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through the whole Neighbourhood, 
and the Paſſengers again ſtopping 
before the Gate, I was returned to 
the Houſe, and replaced in my for- 
mer Situation. 


H 5 ' CHAP, 
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SORRAPMAY MAPK RUINS 


. CAS ia 


Biddy admitted to the Earl, Their 
Diſcourſe. Wants her to part with 
her Huſband. Second Interview 
with the Earl. Articles for part- 
ing prepoſed to her. Rejected. 
Threatens to procure a Divorce, 
Stringer witneſſes againſi Biddy. 
As does Eſther. Biddy deſpiſes 
them. - 


JF HAD ſcarce compoſed myſelf 

after my Return, before the Earl 
deſcending, ordered me into the 
Parlour to him, whom I had no 
ſooner beheld, than I proſtrated 
myſelf before him, and begged him 
to give me Knowledge of my Huſ- 
band, and my Children. Woman! 
faid he, how know I who your 
Huſband is? No! my Lord, replied 
I, not know your own Son, Lord 
G—r—d? You are a filthy Strum- 


pet, 
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pet, ſaid his Lordſhip. My Son, 
your Huſband ! Yes my Lord, re- 
plied I, my loving, true, and law- 
ful Huſband, Neither can I now 
conceive him under leſs Horror and 
Amazement at your preſent Pro- 
ceedings with him, than I myſelf 
am; Iam aſſured you have deprived 
him of his Liberty of returning to 
me, or he would never, of his own 
accord, have attempted this unrea- 
ſonable Elopement from me; there- 
fore, dear my Lord, as yourſelf will 
one Day hope for Mercy, extend it 
to a poor diſtracted Woman, who 
now craves it of you. 

O! my Lord, added I, conceive 
but yourſelf in my Condition. You 
have twice been married, and ſurely, 
at ſome time, at leaſt, have been 
ſenſible of true Love, and Affection. 
Conſider but your dear Wife, as 
raviſned from your Arms, by 
treachery, by violence, unable to 
return to you, and labouring with 
Pangs worſe than death, if worſe 
| 3 can 
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can be, under a forced Privation of 
you, her Huſband : The ſame, Sir, 
muſt now be the Portion of your 
own Son, and your own Vexation, 
mine. I ſpeak it not from Vanity, 
but from a Senſe of its Subſiſtance 
in Lord G-—r-—d, equally with 
myſelf; then not for my Sake, but 
for his, Sir, compathonate him, and 
me, in him. 

Then for my Children, Sir, 
they cannot have offended you ; O! 
deliver them, good my Lord, to 
their abandoned Mother, nor rack 
their tender Souls, by ſo remorſeleſs 
a Separation from her ! 

Well! ſaid the Earl, and now! 
have had the Patience to attend that 
Tongue of yours to the Concluſion, 
of its Harrangue, ſo pathetically de- 
livered, as you think; what tends 
it all to, but to demonſtrate its 
Owner to be the infamous Creature 
I have ever taken her for? 

Do you imagine, that this artificial 
Cant, and Common-place Argu- 

3 ment, 


my Own LITT. 157 


ment, will have the leaſt Effect on 
me ?-—lt ſhames me, that my Son 
ſhould have proved himſelf the puny 
Raſcal, to have ever been captivated 
by this bombaſt Stuff of yours, but 
Miſtreſs, you have no Green-head 
to deal with in me. I have been 
uſed to your lofty Riſings, and ſweet 
Cadencies, with your good my 
Lords, dear my Lords, Love, and 
Affection, till I am fick of them. 
I tell thee, Woman, thou art none 
of my Son's Wife, or ever ſhall be. 
He has done with you, and as for 
your Children, they will never 
trouble you more: So that as you 
are now but one in Family, you 
may eaſily provide for yourſelf; nor 
ſhall you ever ſee my Son more, 
till you have renounced all claim to 
him, as he already has to you. 

As he already has to me, my 
Lord, I am prepared to do it ; but 
durſt your Lordſhip put it upon that 
Iſſue? faid I, pardon me for ſaying 
ſo, I am not fo weak as to credit 
you, 
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you, and therefore, will venture my 
whole future Happineſs, which can 
only center in Lord G- -d, my 
legal Huſband, upon that Story ; 
nay, I will in the moſt ſolemn and 
ſacred Manner, diſclaim all future 
Pretenſions to him, if Face to Face, 

he ſhall voluntarily relinquiſh me. 
O! the deſigning Hypocrite ! 
faid the Earl, what an Opinion 
haſt thou of thy own Excellencies 
What? thinkeſt thou to charm 
him into an Agreement with thy 
Sentiments, by thy deceitful Allure- 
ments? No, no, you miſtake your 
Man. I tell thee again, he has de- 
ferted thee; denies his Marriage, 
nor will he ever behold thy delud- 
ing Face more.-—Ay, Ay, whim- 
per, do, (for I cried ready to break 
my Heart) Crocodile ; give yourſelf 
Airs, and caft your Limbs into 
prepoſtorous Attitudes; grow fran- 
tick, do, and follow your proper 
Calling. It is the End of moſt of 
your Stamp, when they ſink from 
high 
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high Keeping, into their primitive 
Nothing, they range as Vagabonds 


about the World, under Pretence of 
Diſtraction, for love. 


What am I reduced to! thinks I, 


(for I could then have torn the 
Tongue from his abufive Throat, 
in the Rage he had advanced me to) 
when, as recollecting himſelf a little, 
I muſt own, added he, I look upon 
your Caſe with ſome Compaſhon, 
however, and fince my Son has 
abandoned you, if you will alfo 
publicly diſſavow him for your Huſ- 
band, and defiſt from perſecuting 
him with your Wiles, I have ſtill 
ſo much Humanity in me, as to al- 
low you fifty Pounds a-year for your 


Life. Let me adviſe you to live 


honeſtly, and that will prove a very 
pretty Proviſion for you. 


I have many a Time fince 


wondered, how it was poſſible for 
me to bear up, under ſuch a Tor- 
rent of Calamity, as then ſurrounded 


me; but my Innocence ſtill kept 


me 
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me on float, and at the Time 1 
am now ſpeaking of, eſpecially, I 
muſt have been more than naturally 
aſſiſted, not only in contemning his 
Threats, but in diſmiſſing his Offers, 
with all due Indignation. Then 
patiently waiting the Event, I re- 
tired to my own Houle. | 

T could not conceive, that the 
old Gentleman's Inveteracy againſt 
me, could extend to the depriving 
an own Son of his Life, for adher- 
ing to me: For I doubted not his 
being aſſured of my being Lord 
G—r—d's Wife, and conſequently, 
of the Legitimacy of my Children; 
nor was I under much Fear, after 
J had reflected for a while, but 
that I ſhould by ſome Means or 
other hear from his Lordſhip, the 
firſt Opportunity he could gain for 
the Purpoſe : For I was ſo thoroughly 
convinced of his Integrity to me, 
as to be certain, that meer Violence 
alone, could reſtrain him from it, 


ſhould he be prevented coming Ma 
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ſelf to me, and in theſe Sentiments I 
remained, for at leaſt ten Days. 
About the Expiration of that 
Period, the Earl ſent for me to his 
Houſe. Madam, ſaid he, when 
laſt I ſaw you, your Tears had ſuch 
an Effect upon me, that I made 
you an Offer of fifty Pounds a-year 
for your Life; but your inſiſting 
that you was my Daughter-in-Law, 
I could not think of ſeparating you 
abſolutely from your Huſband, (as 
now I find he is) by my Compul- 
ſion, meerly, whilſt he ſhould be- 
lieve your Integrity to him as a 
Wife, would ftand unimpeached ; 
but I have now. to inform you, of 
my Son's earneſt Requeſt, that I 
ſhould for him, proſecute you for 
Adultery, and ſue you to a Divorce 
from him. I ſhould think, added 
he, that matters had better be ac- 
commodated between you, and as 
it will ſave Expence on both Sides, 
and an Expoſure on a public Stage; 
here, ſaid he, (giving me a Parch- 
ment 
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ment into my Hand) ſign this 
Article, and I will ſtill be ſo noble 
to you, as to adhere to the Promiſe 
J lately made you. 

What am I to do with this? Sir, 
ſaid I, Only to ſign it, replied he; 
for you will receive no further 
Maintenance from my Son, and 
may come upon the Pariſh for Alms, 
but for my Pity to you. 

His Lordſhip, obſerving that 1 
was beginning to read it; what uſe 
will it be of, faid he, for you to 
peruſe it? You are no Judge of 
Writings. You need not fear its 
being properly drawn for the Pur- 
poſe, ſign it, I ſay, ſign it. 

Sir, replied I, your Honor need 
no more fear my reading it, (for 
it was wrote in a Character. that 
would have puzzled a Decypherer) 
than I need fear its Propriety, but 
give me leave to proteſt to your 
Lordſhip, that it ſhall never be 
graced with my Hand to it. No, 
Sir, I have already received too 

| many 
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many Tokens of your Kindneſs to 
me, to ſuſpe& your preſent Vera- 
city: I doubt not it being as pro- 
per for your Purpoſe, as improper 
for mine ; but let me add, Sir, that 
it is not the leaſt Alleviation of my 
Diſtreſs, that I have it, as I can 
plainly deſcry, as palpably in my 
Power to increaſe your Torment, or 
more, than you can mine. 

You have a Son, Sir, and you 
aim at tranſmitting, through him, 
an Honour you have bartered for, 
and an Eſtate that may redound to 
your future Glory, at the Head of 
his Poſterity ; but let me tell you, 
Sir, the Blood of an Earl will de- 
ſcend as untainted through my Iſſue, 
as that of the moſt opulent Dutchefs 
in the Land, 

Your Son, Sir, far from an Inhe- 
ritor of your Principles, with your 
Blood, diſdains your Titles as much 
as your Maxims ; and but that your 
Patent annexes thoſe to your Heir- 
male, would with equal * 
relin- 
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relinquiſh them as yourſelf obtained 
them ; neither values he your Eſtate 
further than as a Support to your 
unwelcome Honours.— You dread 
the Thought of being ſtiled, when 
you are gone, the Father of a poor 
Family of Earls, leſt the World, 
which will never find Occaſion to 
brand Lord G--r--d with the Cha- 
rater of a Waſter, ſhould ſuſpe& 
you of having been one, when they 
ſhall behold my Huſband with the 
Title, without an Eſtate equivalent. 
How vain your Imaginations are, 
would be impertinent in me to urge, 
to a Man whoſe Caſh and Ambition 

have ever been his darling Deities. 
Your Lordſhip, added I, hath 
difintitled yourſelf to any Compli- 
ments from me. You fee I am 
plain with you, my Sentiments are 
your Son's alſo, and ever will be ſo; 
nor ſhall any oppreſſive Acts of 
yours, ever cauſe a Retraction in 
either of us. Had you eſteemed 
your Son for his own Sake, you 
would 
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would have valued his Comforts in 
Life, which, whatſoever you may 
urge to the contrary, all center in a 
virtuous Wife, and I am her. I 
deſpiſe your chimerical Adultery 
and Divorce ; and though you are, 
and muſt, and ſhall, be my Father- 
in-law, ſcorn to become your Pen- 
ſioner, upon your own mean Con- 
ditions, or any other. 

O! the pure Strain of an Harlot, 
{aid the Earl; virtuous Wife! Inno- 
cence itſelf! I'll warrant you, would 
but the World give Credit to you ; 
but, as to your Adultery, my Son 
being now convinced of it, I having 
the Evidence at hand, living Teſti- 
mony, more than one Eye-witneſs, 
theſe flighty Airs you may pleaſe to 
give yourſelf, in my private Parlour, 
will be of ſmall Avail in a Court of 
Juſtice, where Matters are deter- 
mined upon poſitive Evidence, with- 
out Regard to the Criminal's ſimple 
Plea of Innocence. l 

My 
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My Lord, faid I, but for the Re- 
ſpect I bear to my Huſband's Parent, 
I ſhould be apt to reply, as this in- 
jurious Treatment of a virtuous Wo- 
man deſerves; but pleaſe your 
Fancy ſo long as you will, with the 
Deceit, I defy you to produce a 
ſingle Inſtance of my Diſloyalty to 
Lord G--r--d, in Thought, Word, 
or Act, except that one Overſight 
againſt his Honour, when, com- 
bining with him, I conſented to dil- 
own our Marriage to you. 

_ His Lordſhip then called in his 
Penſioner Stringer; Mr. Stringer, 
ſaid he, I call you to declare your 
Knowledge as to this virtuous Wo- 
man's Chaſtity. You have known 
her long. Hath ſhe, to your Know- 
ledge, ever proſtituted herſelf to any 
Man, or hath ſhe ever been a true 
Woman to her Huſband ? 

Stringer was not a little confounded 
at my Preſence ; but covering it un- 
der the Reluctance wherewith he 


muſt expoſe a Lady, for whom he 
pro- 
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profeſſed to have had a peculiar 
Eſteem, replied, that far be it from 
him to glory in his Conqueſts over 
the Fair-ſex, and fo far, every Ten- 
dency to caſt a Blemiſh over my 
Character, in particular, that he 
could well hope he might be ex- 
cuſed from ſo unwelcome a Taſk as 
his Lordſhip had enjoined ; but 
when his Lordſhip, before whom 
his Duty obliged him to act with 
Sincerity, thought fit to lay his In- 
junction upon him, every ſcrupulous 
Suggeſtion muſt give Place to that, 
and his Lordſhip muſt be obeyed. 
As to the main Queſtion, he ſaid, 
not to mention the ſeveral Acts of 
my Miſbehaviour, which Fame only 
had informed him of, he ſhould 
proceed to only what had fallen more 


immediately under his own Cognt- 


zance ; though ſorry he was that 
he muſt thereby caſt a Slur upon his 


own Reputation, which no Conſi- 


deration ſhould have induced him 
to, leſs than his Lordſhip's Com- 
mand ; 
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mand; but to ſpeak the Truth in- 
genuouſly, himſelf had lain with 
me, by my own Appointment. 

My Blood perfectly boiled in my 
Veins at Sight of that foul Raviſher 
but having heard his Tale, I could 
have {tabbed him to the Heart, had 
I been Miſtreſs of ought that would 
have reached it; for he proceeded 
with ſuch an undaunted Air of 
Truth in his Report, that had I not 
been conſcious of my own Inno- 
cence, I could not, as a By-ſtandefr, 
have even ſuſpected his Veracity. 

This, I preſume, Sir, ſaid I, you 
would impoſe upon his Lordſhip as 
a Verity. Your Lordſhip already 
knows what Credit my Huſband 
gives to it. Woman, replied the 
Earl, I alſo know, that Mr. Stringer 
was not then preſent when Lord 
G--r--d delivered himſelf; but what- 
ever my Son may have thought, I 
tell thee, he is now fully convinced 
of thy Falſhood to him. 
Turning 
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Turning then to Stinger, ſaid 1, 
pray, Sir, did we meet by Agree- 
ment in the Horſepond, and in the 
Dunghill too? Wretched Stringer / 
is it come to this ? Surely thou haſt 
not yet received ſufficient from his 
Lordſhip's Bounty, to hazard thy 
Soul in his Quarrel. Poor Man! 
when thou haſt anſwered this dirty 
Job, there will be an End of thy 
Perquiſites.—His Lordſhip parts with 
no Cath unprofitably. 

How dareſt thou, poor miſerable 
Man ! to curry Favour with any one, 
brave out a Lie thus plauſibly ? thou 
impudent Diſguiſer ! Diſguiſer ! ſaid 
he, was it not at your own Requeſt 
that I did it? leſt accidentally his 
Lordſhip ſhould return before we 
were ſtirring the next Day. 


O Heavens! faid I, dread you 
not ſinking into the Earth quick, for 
this Falſity ? Ay, ay, ſaid the Earl, 
right Strumpet ſtill; ſome Pro- 
digy, ever ſome Prodigy, to clear 

Vor I. I -* he 
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the Innocent, no doubt; but go on, 
go on, Mr. Stringer. 

My Lord, faid Stringer, I have 
done ; but as this has happened to 
be denied by the Lady, which I 
muſt own I could not have ſuſpected 
her to have been ſo hardened as to 
have attempted, I ſhall beg leave to 
call in another Evidence, in corro- 
boration of what I have teſtified to 
your Lordſhip, leſt, through her 
Audacity, your Lordſhip ſhould be 
miſguided to diſcredit me. 

Who ſhould this doughty Witnels 
be, but my former Maid Eſther, 
who, dropping a Curt'ſy, deſired to 
know whether I would ſpeak 
with her? Eſther, ſaid I, 
you well know that you have proved 
yourſelf a baſe Creature to me, and 
was proceeding to have charged her 
as an Accomplice with S:r:nger in 
this intentional Debauch of my Per- 
ſon, when the Earl cut me ſhort, 
by demanding my Silence, till Efber 
bad finiſhed her Tale; then calling 


to 
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to her, Mrs. Efther, ſaid he, what 
know you of Mr. Stringer's bedding 
with that Woman ? 

May it pleaſe your Lordſhip, ſaid 
ſhe, I would not for the World, 
by a ſingle Step, exceed the real 
Truth. I cannot ſay that I faw 
them bedded; but it was ſo cur- 
rently reported in the Family, and 
indeed, my Lord, I ſuſpected ſome 
ſuch thing to be in Agitation, when 
my Lady ordered me to deliver a 
Suit of my Night-clothes, or Night- 


gown, and Pettycoat, to Mr. 


Stringer. 


With what a Face of Braſs canft 
thou withſtand this Teſtimony ? 
ſaid the Earl to me. My Lord, 
replied I, I have lived long 
enough to be fully aſcertained, that 
when once a Villain has told a Lye, 
It is to no Purpoſe to enquire whe- 
ther he is not aſhamed of it: For 


had he but poſſeſſed the leaſt Tinc- - 


ture of this in his Compoſition, he 
had avaided it : So that in Chriſtian 
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Charity, I have only to pray for 
their Reformation, and in the mean 


Time, to intreat you to cheriſh 


them, if you hope for any Benefit 
from them, or the next bidder may 
employ them to impeach your 
Lordſhip. 

Pray, Mr. Stringer, ſaid I, was 
I paſſive, or was I turbulent upon 
the Occaſion? Paſſive as a Lamb, 
ſaid he, till by Chance, you heard 
one of the Men-ſervants coming 
down Stairs, when you told me you 
was afraid we were betrayed, and 
immediately ſet up ſuch an Out-cry, 
as almoſt frighted me out of my 
Senſes, and ſo ſtupified me, that! 
ſuffered even the Women to creep 
in upon me, without the leaſt 
Oppoſition. 

I preſume, ſaid I, that by this 
Time, your Lordſhip can ſpare me, 
having furniſhed yourſelf with ſuch 
powerful Evidence againſt me ; but 
to your Diſgrace let me ſpeak it, I 
challenge you to produce them for 


3 your 
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your Purpoſe. Nay, ſo far will I 
be from ſhrinking from the Efforts 
of their utmoſt Malice, that name 
but your Day and Place, I will at- 
tend you with ſuch a Cloud of 
Witneſſes, as ſhall endanger ſome 
of your Ears in the Scuttle, or let 
me forfeit all Intereſt in my dear 
Lord for ever. 

| You talk very big, Madam, ſaid 
the Earl, but were not the Reports 
of theſe Perſons genuine, they could 
never be ſo uniform, and themſelves 
ſo unconcerned. O] my good 
Lord, faid I, you can't penetrate 
their Conſciences. I am certain, 
they muſt have an Hell within 
them, as that my every Action, 
with regard to my Husband's Ho- 
nor, is pure as the Heavens them- 
ſelves. Then turning upon my 


Heel, I left them. 
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Letter from Lord G—r—d to fetch 
Biddy to Dublin. She obeys. 
Near being undone by Stringer. 
Stringer's Accident. She diſcovers 
Stringer, in the Place of ber 
Fluſband. 


T may much more readily be 
conceived, than I am able to 
deſcribe, the miſerable Life I till 
led, from the Uncertainty I was 
under, of what was become either 
of my Husband, or my Children ; 
the Privation of whom in ſo un- 
accountable a Manner, I could 
never have ſurvived, had not the 
Earl's Impatience for inducing 
me to relinquiſh .my Claim to my 
ever dear Lord, ſtill encouraged me 
to hope, that he was living, tho 
moſt undoubtedly under an unwilling 
Reſtraint ; but ſo long as I * 
ut 
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but flatter myſelf of his being alive, 
I bore up under his Abſence, with 
uncommon Fortitude ; waiting, with 
all the Patience I was Miſtreſs of, 
till Providence, ſhould in its own 
due Time, unriddle the Myſtery. 
My late Adventure with the Earl, 
had ſcarce been concluded more 
than a Fortnight, before I received 
a Letter from Lord G--r--d, wherein 
he informed me, that Buſineſs of 
the utmoſt Conſequence had called 
him over to Ireland, in ſuch haſte, 
that he could gain no poſſible Op- 
portunity of notifying it to me be- 
fore his Departure, by taking a 
formal Leave of me. His Engage- 


ments there, he intimated to be of 


ſuch a Nature, as probably might 
detain him much longer than he 
had expected; adding, 


moſt melancholy Situation, unleſs 
T1 would favour him with my Com- 
pany. He gave me Directions 
where to enquire for him; but 
I 4 added, 


/ 
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that he 
. ſhould find himſelf there, in a 
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added, that being wholly unknown 
there, he choſe to remain in- 
cognito ; for which Reaſon, he had 
aſſumed the Name of Shepard, by 
which he deſired me to enquire for 
him. | 
What could I think of this Letter 
—A Voyage to another Kingdom, 
undertaken without my Participation, 
or even the leaſt Hint of it to me, 
I could not but imagine to have 
{ſomewhat very ſtriking in it. Poſ- 


ſibly, ſaid I, this may be ſome Buſi- 


neſs of his Father's, that he has over- 
perſuaded my Lord to engage in, as 
the Price of their future Reconcilia- 
tion, and the Earl may have ſeized 
this Opportunity of his Abſence, to 
work upon me to my own Confu- 
fion, that he may find ſomewhat 
culpable to charge me with, at my 
Lord's Return. 

I then looked again at his Lord- 
ſhip's Letter, dubious of its genuine- 
neſs, and cautious leſt I ſhould be 
any wiſe impoſed upon; for ſo much 
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Artifice and Stratagem had been uſed 
with us both, that we were at a Loſs 
to know on whom to rely. 

I had now aſſured myſelf, that the 
Letter was of his Lordſhip's Writing, 
by comparing it with many others 
under his own Hand ; but his Lord- 
ſhip cannot have taken his Children 
with him to Jreland too, thought I ; 


then what can have become of them? 


I quitted this Thought, under the 
Reflection, that as they all left me 
on the ſame Day, and that without 
his Lordſhip's Expectation of ſuch a 
Journey ; ſo undoubtedly the Chil- 
dren muſt alſo be diſpoſed of under 
his Knowledge and Conſent; and 
that on my Arrival in Dublin I 
ſhould be informed of their Deſti- 
nation ; but the Letter to me being 
dated from Dublin, my whole Force 
was bent to a Compliance with it; 
his Lordſhip's Intimation of his Re- 
ſidence being ſufficient, without more 
ado, to have ſent me after him, not 
only into a neighbouring Kingdom, 
I 5 but 
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; but even to either Indies, with all 


Alacrity. 

When theſe Cogitations had taken 
their Turn in my Mind, my Doubts 
again ſucceeding, I had Recourſe 
again to the Letter, and alſo to the 
Note I had received, that had be- 
reaved me of my Children, when 
after ſome Debate with myſelf, I 
was within an Hair's Breadth of con- 
demning them both for counterfeit, 
till again examining them with 
others, I was but the more confirmed 
in my former Opinion, that they 
were both of his Lordſhip's own 
Hand. 

It would have been impoſſible for 
me to ſay, but that his Lordſhip's 
Journey was judiciouſly taken, and 
that Matters unforeſeen by me, 
might have required that Expedition, 
which was inconſiſtent with his ap- 


prizing me of it, before he arrived 


at Dublin; but now I was ſo certain 
of his Defire to find me there, I 


would ſuffer no time to flip till I 
| had 
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had put myſelf upon the Under- 


taking. | 
My firſt Enquiry was, for the 
Road I muſt take, and the uſual 
Method of paſſing over thither, when 
being informed, that I ſhould have 
but a ſhort Paſſage by Sea from 
Holyhead, taking one Servant only 
with me, and a Trunk or two with 
my Baggage, we ſpeedily arrived 
at Dublin, where my firſt En- 
quiry was, ſor the Houſe of Mrs. 
Newburgh, where his Lordſhip, in 
his Letter, had intimated to me that 
he lodged, | 
I foon found it out accord- 
ing to Direction, and ordered my 
Servant to knock at the Door. 
It was a very genteel private Houſe, 
ſo far as I could remark of it, in the 
Decline of the Day ; and I was de- 
fired by the Servant who opened it, 
to walk in. I enquired for one Mr. 
Shepard, who was above in his 
Apartment, as the Maid told me. 
She ſaid ſhe would let him know T 
= waited 
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waited for him, and defired me to 
ſend up my Name, which I told her 
was Shepard. 

I waited full half an Hour before 
ſhe returned, which at length ſhe 
did, with an Anſwer; but I had all 
the while wondered prodigiouſly, 
what Buſineſs his Lordſhip ſhould 
be engaged in, that could have oc- 
caſioned me ſuch a Delay, nothing 
having ever been ſo private in his 
Lordſhip's Affairs, that I might not 
have been admitted to. 

She told me, that Mr; Shepard 

perceiving himſelf very ill, with a 
violent Cold he had caught, was 
gone to Bed; but upon her acquaint- 
ing him that my Name was Sheß- 
ard, he had deſired me to walk up 
to him. 
So ſoon as I was fatisfied of my 
being arrived at the right Houſe, I 
ſent away my Servant directly, to 
bring up my Baggage from the Ship, 
with Orders to take notice of the 
Houſe, and to ſee it all ſafe conveyed 
to 
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to me; and then I followed the 
Maid up Stairs to my dear Lord's 
Chamber, but under great Heavineſs 
of Spirit at the Report I had heard 
of his Illneſs. 

She conducted me into a dark 
Room, where the only glimmer of 
Light that could enter was, the ſmall 
Remains of the Twilight, which 
paſſed through a thick Pair of Win- 
dow Curtains, and there ſhe left me, 
to grope out my Way to the Bedſide, 
as well as I could, by ſuch a faint 
Direction as I could there gain to it. 

I ſoon heard a Stir of the Bed- 
curtains, and then calling, in a low 
Voice, my dear Lord! I was an- 
ſwered, in a ſtrained Tone, ſo hoarſe, 
as ſcarce to diſcover the leaſt Clear- 
neſs of Sound, or more than an ar- 
ticulated Aſpiration. How does your 
Lordſhip do? faid I. He replied, 
that a Cold he had taken lately, had 
entirely deprived him of his Voice, 
and that he was under ſuch acute 
Pain with his Head and Limbs, that 

he 
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he could ſcarce ſtir himſelf; then 
feeling for my Hand,. and drawing 
me down to kiſs him, he embraced 
me in his Arms for a conſiderable 
1 

I know not how it happens, but 
there is an inexpreſſible Sympathy 
between the Sexes, upon the Contact 
of two Perſons truly loving each 
other; but this, to my then think- 
ing, not anſwering to my Deſires, I 
aſcribed it to his Diſorder; for there 
had ever been a downy Softneſs and 
Glow, accompanying each Embrace 
of my deareſt Lord, which I was 
not then ſenſible of; but irſtead 
thereof, my Lips were met by a 
deadneſs, and damp clayey Touch, 
which not a little augmented my 
Uneaſineſs, leſt his Lordſhip ſhould 
have been much worſe, than he ſuſ- 
pected himſelf to be. | 

I enquired into each Symptom of 
his Diſorder, ſeparately; and pre- 
{ſcribed ſeveral Remedies, aſſuring 


him, that I would that Night fit 
| up 
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up and attend him; for that by en- 
deavouring to keep him in a con— 
ſtant breathing Sweat, till Morning, 


I was in great Hopes, he would find 


himſelf better. 

I was going down, as I told him, 
that I might ſend for ſuch Things, 
as I apprehended would be benefi- 
cial for him ; but fitting then upon 
the Bed-ide, and having my Hand 
in his, he would by no means ſuf- 
fer me to ſtir; for that perceiving 
himſelf inclinable to ſleep, he ſaid, 
if he could but procure a good 
Night's Reſt, he was in Hopes of 


being another Man, by Morning. 


Then deſiring me to come to bed 
to him, he urged his Apprehenſion, 
that my fitting up with him, or ad- 
miniſtring any Thing to him in the 
Night, would only keep him wake- 
ful, and retard his Cure. 

I, who had never been poſſeſſed 


of the Spirit of Oppoſition to the 


Will of my deareſt Lord, would not 
now gainſay his Propoſal; but ariſing, 


pre- 
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prepared for finding the further Side 
of the Bed, that I might there un- 
dreſs myſelf; where meeting with 
a Chair, I was fitting down to pre- 
pare for it, and my Baggage not 
being as yet arrived, I had already 
tied my Handkerchief about my 
Head, by way of Night-cap : but 
would no more offer at introducing 
a Candle, for that having at my firſt 
coming mentioned it, he declared 
his Head to be upon ſuch a Rack, 
that the leaſt Glimmer of Light 
would make him go diſtracted. 

I had juſt unpinned my Gown, 
when he aſked me whether I had 
locked the Door. to which I re- 
plied in the Negative; nor did I 
readily know where to find it. He 
then, as well as he could utter him- 
ſelf, directed me round the Bed, 
and I retook my Place, as before. 

I was now in my under Petty- 
coat (without either Shoes or 
Stockings) and was untying that, 
in order to have ſtepped into bed ; 

when 
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when I perceived him to have a 
ſtrong Tendency to coughing ; but 
obſerved, that he ſtifled it all he 
could ; till having ſome how cauſed 
a Stoppage in his Wind-pipe, he 
fell into ſuch Agonies, with Rattle- 
ing and Straining, that I expected 
no leſs, than each ſucceeding Mo- 
ment would have been his laſt, and 
that he muſt have been ſtrangled, 
before it would be poſſible for me 
to collect any Help about me: For 
he now hooped ſo terribly, that I 
was almoſt terrified to Death at 
It. 
Being in a ſtrange Houſe, where 
J had as yet ſeen not a living Soul 
but the Maid, I was under the 
greater Conſternation, but my Fears 
for my deareſt Lord, prompting me 
to the loudeſt Expreſſions of them 
then in my Power; ſlipping on my 
Shoes, I ſtampt upon the Floor as 
hard as poſſible, and joining thereto 
my ſtrongeſt Vociferations, it be- 
came very improbable, that any 
living 
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living Creature could ſubſiſt within 
thoſe Walls, without hearing me. 

I hurried on ſuch of my ſcattered 
Garments as I could firſt lay my 
Hands on, and had but juſt covered 
over my Body in the looſeſt man- 
ner, before the Family were in a 
Cluſter at my Door ; which having 
opened to them, for Goodneſs ſake, 
ſaid I, aſſiſt my poor Huſband, or 
he muſt be ſtrangled. 

Snatching then the Candle from 
one of their Hands, I ran with it 
to the Bed-ſide, to ſee what con- 
dition my Huſband was in; but. 
his Face ſeemed fo ſtrained with his 
ſtruggling, that it was not only 
ready to burſt, but looked, to the 
full, as black as one's Hat ; nor did 
I in my Fright, and under the 
ſhocking Appearance I then beheld 
him in, once miſtruſt his being my 
very Lord himſelf; but ſcreaming 
out, my Husband is dead, my 
Husband is dead, the Terror I con- 
ceived at the Sight, caſt me lifeleſs 

| into 
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into a Chair, which opportunely 
ſtood at the Bed's-foot, where I 
lay wholly inſenſible, of what was 
in future tranſacting. 

Every one having now ſurrounded 
the Bed with a ſeveral Application, 
all poſſible means were uſed to his 
Relief; but I was paſt yielding any 
Affiſtance, till every one crying out 
to draw back the Curtains, and 
give him Air, they at length brought 
bim to a regular Breathing; when 
they had leizure to conſider the 
Condition I was reduced to. 

No ſooner had they recovered me 
from my Stupor, than longing for 
a Sight of my dear Husband, I flew 
to the Bed-ſide, to be aſcertained 
of his Reſtoration to Life again; 
when to my inexpreſſible Aſtoniſh- 
ment, who ſhould my Eyes behold 
in the recovered Perſon, but the 
perfidious Villain, Singer, as yet 
ſcarce capable of breathing with 
Compoſure, from the Flutter his 
Lungs had been in. 


1 
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I ſhrieked out, juſt as the Com- 
pany were about quitting the Room, 
and was very near a Relapſe into 
my fainting Fit again, which oc- 
caſioned their all returning; when 
obſerving an Air of Superiority in 
one of the Women, and inſtantl 
ſuſpecting her for the Miſtreſs of 
the Family, I intreated her to re- 
ceive me under her Protection, and 
to permit me to ſome private Con- 
ference with her: For that what I 
had ſeen in her Houſe, had fo 
ſhocked me, that I was ſcarce able 
to bear it. This ſhe moſt readily 
condeſcended to, and invited me int 
her Apartment. | 
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CHAP. XII. 


Biddy claimed by Player as his Wife. 
Strange Confufion to the By-tanders. 
Stringer claims her. They quarrel. 
Turn it all upon Biddy. Threaten 
her with a Proſecution for Bigamy. 
Mrs. Newburgh reſpon/ible for her 
forth-coming. 


O ſooner were we arrived in 
the Lady's Chamber, than I 

ſent the Maid, for ſuch of my 
Clothes as I had left behind me in 
the other Room; but had ſcarce 
thoroughly drefled myſelf, before 
ſome body knocking hard at the 
Street-door, word was brought me, 
that a Gentleman was below, en- 
quiring for a Lady, who had ar- 
rived there that Evening from 
England. This I ſuſpecting to have 
been my Servant with my Baggage, 
* J 
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I defired the Lady's Leave for intro- 
ducing him to me. 

I had as yet had not the leaſt 
Time or Opportunity for the ſtating 
my Caſe to the Lady, or of informing 
her of the Impoſition put upon me 
by Stringer; though I purpoſed to 
have done it, ſo ſoon as we ſhould 
have been a little ſettled ; but whilſt 
I was waiting for an Account of 
my Things from my Servant, the 
Maid uſhered into us, a Gentle- 
man, whom I had never before 
ſeen, and pointed to me, as the 
Lady he had enquired for. 

Is your Buſineſs with me Sir ? 
ſaid I, when ſtaring ſternly in my 
Face. Baſe Wretch ! ſaid he, thou 
vile, ungrateful Woman ! canſt thou 
be at a Loſs for the Knowledge of 
your own Husband? Husband ! 
replied I, you muſt be groſsly miſ- 
taken, Sir, I have indeed an Huſ- 
band, but another Sort of Man than 
you are, III promiſe you. Pray 
examine me more narrowly, added 


3 I, 
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I, have you ever in your Life ſeen 
me before? if ſo, its more than I 
can ſay of you, I am poſitive. 
Confounded Artifice! Damned 
Hypocrite ! Front of Adamant ! ſaid 
he, What! deny the Knowledge 
of your own Husband ? Have you 
not been married to me theſe five 
Years? Have you not now four 
Children living by me? Have you 
not eloped from me in Purſuit of 
one Stringer, who is lately come in 
this City before you? Foul 
Adultreſs ! I heard of your Progreſs, 
and Paramour, and watched you 
from the Water-ſide to this Houſe ; 
nor doubt I, but the wicked Wretch 
your Seducer, is near at hand; but 
I ſhall leave no Stone unturned to 
diſcover him, and ſhall give you 
both your juſt Reward ; at leaſt, 
for yourſelf, Madam, as I have now 
found you, I ſhall make you a 
public Example, you may depend 
upon it. | 
I 
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I poſitively declared to Mrs. 
Newburgh, (the Lady of the Houſe 
being ſo called) and to ſome others, 
whom the Fellow's high Words, 
had by this Time gathered round 
me, that I had never ſeen the Man's 
Face before; that he was an entire 
Stranger to me, nor knew I ſo 
much as his Name. 

He alſo, himſelf, began then to 
appeal to Mrs. Newburgh, whether 
it could be poſſible, that any Man 
ſhould be miſtaken in his own Wife, 
after ſo long a Cohabitation, as be- 
tween him and me? And aſked, 
whether they had ever before heard 
of ſuch bare-faced Impudence as 
this, of a Woman's denying her 
own Husband to his Face ? 
Madam, added he, my Name is 
Player, and I profeſs to you, that 
every Word I have hitherto uttered 
to you is a Verity ; but pray, what 
Name hath ſhe given herſelf, ſince 
ſhe hath been in your Houſe? 

f Mrs. 
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Mrs. Newburgh, aſtoniſhed at the 
Diverſity of oe Allegations, - re- 
plied, that it was a meer Acei- 
dent, that had brought her to the 
Knowledge of me at all, and that 
ſhe had hitherto, had no Opportu- 
nity of enquiring my Name; but 
ſaid, ſhe took me for an Engliſh 
Lady, who had followed my Huſ- 
band thither, who was her Lodger 
before I came over: For that he 
had aſſured her, he ſoon expected 
his Lady after him, and that the 
preſumed, I was his Wife. 

The Maid who was ſtanding by; 
then put in a Word, declaring, that 
at my firſt Arrival that Night, 1 
had enquired for oy Sbepard who 
being ill, eried, oh, it is my dear 
Wife, whom Tk a long Time 
wiſh'd to ſee. Tell her I am not very 
well, and ſhew her up to me, im- 
mediately. She added, that ſo ſoon 
as ſhe had ſhewn me the Chamber, 
ſhe retired ; that Mr. Sbepard was 


then in Bed, añd by ke? hearin no 
Vol. I K . 


as yours do now. 
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more of me for ſome Time, ſhe 
imagined, no leſs, than that 1 had 


been in Bed with him. 


O |, this concerted Scene of De- 
bauchery, ſaid Player; but we all 
know, that Perſons whoſe Proceed- 
ings are ſcandalous, for the moſt 

art, cover them under feigned 
ames, and Characters. That ſhe 
is my Wife, I can juſtify before all 
the World; but I ſhall 1— glad to 
ſee the Perſon ſhe calls Shepard, for 


moſt probably, though under ſome 


Diſguiſe, 1 Wall in him, diſcover 


the Traitor Stringer, as I am in- 


formed his Name is. | 
Sir, faid I, the e 
which you utter theſe Falſities, ſo 
confound me, that I am at a Lok 
to think how it ſhould. be poſſible, 
for human Nature to degrade itſelf 
thus, as cven to belye its own Heart, 
and contradict its own Conſcience, 

" 4 doubt not, Madam, 1 pl 
* my Preſence conſounds you, 28 
17 indeed, 
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indeed, it well may: For that you ex- 
pected me not here, is, moſt certain; 
but that what J now urge, is either 
falſe, or contradictory to my Con- 
ſcience, 'is not ſo clear, but that 
yourſelf will have an hard Taſk to 
prove it. Come, come, to put the 
Matter paſt all further Diſpute, or 
Difficulty, added he; lead me to 
this Shepard, as you call him, and if 
he proves you his Wife, by ſuperior 
Claim to myſelf, notwithſtanding 
my legal Title to you, I will for 
ever renounce, and leave you. 

Every one then preſent, allowed 
that the Gentleman had put it upon 
a very fair Footing, and adviſed me 
to join Iſſue with him; when 1 de- 
ſired their Patience for a few Words. 
Madam, ſaid I, addreſſing myſelf 
to Mrs. Newburgh,” you "are ſenſible 
it is ſcarce two Hours that I have 
been within your Doors; one of 
which, was near upon ſpent below, 
in waiting an Anſwer to my De- 
mand, whether Mr. Shepard was at 

Mat K 2 home 
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home or not. I was then introduced 
to him, in a dark Room, he pre 
tending. to be ill of à Cold; 
that Deceit was only a Pretext, te 
conceal his true Perſon from me. 
He had prevailed upon me to bed 
with him, as to my real Husband, 
and had not Providence interpoſed 
to the Prevention of it, by reducing 
him to the laſt Extremity by f 
Cough, of which you are Witneſſes, 
I had moſt aſuredly wrought my 
abſolute ruin with him: For with: 
what Face could I ever have beheld 
my dear Lord G. more, my 
only true and real Husband, after 
once I had diſhonoured his Bed: 
But upon your Approach with a 
Light, my Piſtreſs for the Loſs of 
my dear 2 whom I verily ex- 
pected to have found he a dying 
Man,{ for ſome Time deprived me 
of all. Senſation; till perceiving upon 
his Recovery, how near I Was to 
hawing delwered myſelf into the 
Arms of that ery — ang this 
_ Gentle» 
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Gentleman ſpeaks of, you know 
Madam, with what Difficulty I was 
preſerved from relapfing into my 
former Fainting; nor had I either 
Breath or Strength then left, for 
publiſhing the Cauſe of it. 

You, Madam, well know, ad- 
ded I, that the Time I have had 
ſince my retiring with you, hath 
been far too ſhort, for me to have 
perfected an Explanation of theſe 
| Myſteries to you, for that this Man, 

who calls himſelf Player, (who- 
ever he may really be) entred upon 
us, even before I was well dreſſed, 
and fince his coming, I ſubmit to 
you, from the Share he hath had 
in the Converſation, and the wonder- 
ful Things he has advanced, how 
little | Opportunity I have had of 
putting in a Word till now; but 
whilſt the Diſcourſe is in my Hands, 
I hall, with your Leave, juſt pro- 
ceed to inform you, that "Lord 
G—r—4&d, eldeſt Son to the Earl 
of B——#, having wrote me Word 
4 K 3 of 
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of his Arrival in this City, required 
me to follow him, and enquire for 
him at your Houſe, by the Name 
of Shepard; for that his Lordſhip, 
intending to be private here, could 
not remain incognito in his proper 
Character, as he mi as n, 
Gentleman only.' * 
For this Reaſon; Aeli doubt- 
ing but his Lordſhip had been here, 
and that it had been to him I had 
been conducted by your Servant, I 
made no Scruple of approaching his 
Chamber, nor ſhould I, of RT 
his Bed, had not this, laſt, as I ſaid; 
been providentially prevented. 
I call Heaven and Earth to wit- 
neſs, that 1 know nothing of you, 
Sir; but as for the Villain, Stringer, 
it is not the firſt tine, that he Has 
well nigh been too many for me; 
having one Night, in my own 
Houſe, had the Impudence, in my 
Lord's Abſence, to aſſume the Ha- 
bit and Form of my Woman, and 
Fu? himſelf in = V Bed before _ 
ut 


„ * 
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but Providence then alſo, averted 
the Miſchief intended me, under 
that Stratagem. Nay, ſo ready am 

I to credit the worſt of Plots from 
Stringer, that I am now fully per- 
ſuaded, the whole Contrivance of 
bringing me hither, has been the 
Maſter- piece of that wicked Fellow, 


meerly to ſubject me to bis own 
vile Purpoſes. | 
. What a cooked-up! Story Had we 
here? ſaid Player, was there ever 
ſo fruitful an Invention? A meer 
Heap of Deceit, jumbled together, 
of a Lord and a Lady, an intended 
Rape, and I know not wWwhat; 
and this, only to raiſe a Miſt, to 
cloud the Eyes of a lawful *Huſ- 
band; but may I never ſee my 
native Shore again, if I have not 
r 6 Satisfaction fromm you Þilthy 
e have done with you. 37 
3 ſaid I, (for 1 "SAY W 
hold parley with that Fellow, who 
muſt have ſuborned the Powers of 
Hell, for the Aſſutance he puts on, 


u. K 4 to 
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to deceive me with, to my. Face) 
my + Servant, who j 18 but gone to the 
Ship for my Baggage, when he 
returns, will ſoon clear up Whether 
I am. the Wife of a Peer of this 
Kjngdom,, or of that Impoſtor, Who 
may be a Septch-pedlar,; for eh. 
that I know to the contrary. 

Player, then raiſing A fort of tri- 
umphant Smile, come, come, faid 
he, lead me the way to this Striviger, 
We way, poflibly gain ſomę Truth 
from, him, tha I perceive it is not 
to be expected from this wretched 
Woman: For having once OP 
ſeen him, I am apt to believe, 1 
Gall know him again: 

We advanced tg Stringer Cham- 
ber, where we found him ſtill in 
Bed; when Player opening the 
Curtains, Ves, ſaid he, this is the 
very Man. What, Sir, ſaid he, 
A have induced you to run away 
my Wife —Vour Wife? 

Sir, ſaid Stringer, ſhe was a Widow 
when I married her, and is now. 
| my 
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my deareſt Wife; then ſhew me 
the Man on Earth, that dares to 
claim her from me. 

Jam that Man, faid Plo yer, and 
my Wife ſhe. hath. been if N 
theſe three Months, that you, or 
ſome ſuch Raſcal, has ioveigled her 
away from me. 

ee then Re in a violent 
Rage; ſtay, Sir, ſaid he, till 1 
riſe. You ſhall have all the Satis- 
faction that one Gentleman may de- 
mand of another: But know, Sir, 
that no Man breathes long, after 
ſuch an Affront as you have given 
me. Raſcal ! 'Raſcal ! Sir, (dreſ- 
fing all the while as faſt as pofſible) 
you ſhall ſwallow: that Words; before 
I part with you. — That Lady, Sira 
is my Wife, and yourſelf the Raſcal, 
for ſuſpecting ſhe is not Pray, Sir, 
ſaid Player, moderate your Warmth 
a little, What was her Name when 
vou married her? Player, replied 
Stringer; a Widow, as tbe in- 
formed me; nor have I fo little Re- 
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gard for her, as ever to decline wy 
Title to her. 

I then plainly perceived, that this 
was all a. concerted. Scheme, be- 
tween theſe two bluſtering Heros, 
to diſtreſs me, whilſt a Stranger in 
the Country, and to reduce me to 
the Acceptance of their Meaſures, 
and was proceeding with my Re- 
flections thereon, when Stringer be- 
ing dreſt, ran to his Sword, by way 
of Vindication of my Chaſtity, as 
he proteſted: For that an 4 
offe 24 to my Character, ſtabbed 
him to the very Soul. He could 
have paſſed by a Slight to himſelf; 
but the Man who ſhould caſt an 
Imputation upon me, ſliould not 

ſurriue, to Lets Indignity. 
Mr. Stringer, ſaid I, your Voice 
is finely mended ſince this Man's 
Viſit to you. It is ſcarce half an 
Hour, ſince you was dying, and 
could whiſper only, with hard 
Straining, you was ſo hoarſe. Surely, 
my; 9 ſaid he, you are mad. I 

| hoarſe ?— 
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I whiſper ?!—— What 
Crochet have you in your Head 
now ?—Thet! turning to Mrs. New- 
burgh, this Fellow; Madam, ſaĩd 
he, bas turned my Por. 'Wite's 
Brain. 

Gekttettibh, faid Mrs: Newburgh, 
this Flood of Myſteries, is too un- 
fathomable for me to wade 'in.-—-L 
2 wWholly loſt in amaze and intri- 

Either this Lady is unworthy 
of the Sex ſhe bears, or ſhe is highly 
injured by you both, and hath an 
hard Car 0 ply between 22 * 

Madam, J, ſuſpen d your 
Opinion of me, till my Servant re- 
turns from on board; he will ſoon. 
diſpel all theſe Vapours, and ſet 
matters in a clear Light again. 

Though I had expected no > leſs 
than the Death of one, or both of 
theſe Champions, from the -Fi ury 
of their firſt Menaces to each other, 
till they were both upon a ſquare 
for Action; yet, no ſooner might 
they have engaged upon equal 


Terms, 


hoarſe| jo 
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Terms, had they been ſo diſpoſed, 


than their 300 288 ine ſubſided with 
cool Reaſoning, . and that no further 
Animoſity might ſubſiſt between 
themſelves, they transferred their 
Rancour for each other, wholly 
againſt me; and as ſeemin vg, very 
good Friends, both impoſe 4. upon 
by the. ſame Object, having con- 
e 


red upon the Clearneſs. Wk bath 
their Nuptials WI me, they com- 


bined in a Determination. e to ro- 
ſecute me for Bygamy, and, 
that _ Mrs. Ne *. 
be reſponſible for my For -coming 
in "the Mor qtning, they kms 
me that very N light by a. Peace- 
officer. 

1 being a perfect Stranger to Mrs. 
Newburgh, the. N ſomewhat cau- 


tious of 9 hs in an 7, 
whete” the Mo eye Come. 
ikto © he” but of neverth 


ſo averſe from my being taken into 
Cuſtody by an Officer, that con- 


cfiving Were Wl, Penh 65 


12 You d 
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ſhe afterwards complimented me) 


both in my Story and Behaviour, 

convictive of * Judgment i in my 

Favour, notwithſtanding all their 

Allegations, e me, 4 gene; 

rouſſy 2 for my Appear- 
8 


ance, to e that they might 
exhibit 4 nſt. me in the Morning; 


but having all of us wearied our- 
ſelves in the Argument, we ſepa- 
rated ourſelves for reſt, and Mrs. 
Newburgh being a Widow Lady, 
took me for 17 dead 
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JOMORONO * oO 


CHAP. XIII. e » 


Biddy gelbes her Hardſhips 70 Ml. 
Newburgh. Mrs. Newburgh cre- 
dits her. Biddy 4% her Servant 

and Baggage. Strin ger Barb 4 
| Conference with Biddy. Purport. 
"of Scene of Villaimy to di Mee 


r is not to be Senne that 
having ſo much Matter in my 
Head, we two Women could take 
much reſt, till J had diſburdened 
myſelf of the Load that then op- 
preſſed me; ſo that before Morning, 
Mrs. Newburgh was almoſt as much 
Miſtreſs of my Life, Marriage, Dif- 
treſſes, and Difficulties, as I myſelf 
was, nor did I blazon Stringer 
Character in leſs worthy Colours, 
than it deſerved. | 
In ſhort, my little Hiſtory had fo 
2 Mrs. Newburgh into a fa- 
vorable 
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vorable Opinion of me, that the 
aſſured me, ſhe ſhould give herſelf 
not the leaſt Concern after my ſafe 
Keeping; but would permit me, 
upon my parole of ones to behave 

Having neither an or heked 
from my Servant, ſince, I had ſent 
him to bring up my Baggage; in 
the Morning, I grew greatly con- 
cerned at it, and expreſſed myſelf 
ſo to Mrs. Newburgh, when ſhe 
told me, I was at Liberty to go 
down to the Ship, and enquire after 
him, if I pleaſed; nothing doubting, 
but her Honor was ſafe in my 
Hands; but informed me, what 
time her Dinner would be ready, 
hoping I ſhould be at home * that: 
time. 

I accepted of hes Kindneſs, Ine 
deſcending to the Quay, the utmoſt 
Intelligence I could there gain was, 
that the Veſſel from which I had 
landed the 'preceding Day, was 
en for London, through the 


Downs, 
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Dmons, and by all that I was'fur- 
ther able to 5 had my Servant 
on board her. 

This went ſo near to my Heart, 
that it ſunk me more than all that 
had hitherto befallen me, ſince my 
firſt landing: For what could be- 
come of me in a ſtrange Country ? 
or how ſhould. I clear my Way 
back again, without Money: and 
other Neceſſaries 

1 had only ſome running Caſh 
in my Pocket, my Banker's Notes, 
to the Amount of t two hundred and 
odd Pounds, which I had packed 
up with my Clothes, and abe 
would have been as good as ready 
Money to me; being l plundered, 
and conveyed away from me, I 
knew not whither ; together with 

every Shift of Linnen and Apparel, 
that I had fed on board with 
me-. 

Some times, I imagined that my 
own Servant had proved the Thief, 
had landed the Goods, and run 


away 
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away With, ie bel Land 98 
times, that he; . procured the 
Veſſel to ſet Sail 5 him to Lone 
don, that he might receive the Caſh 
on my. Notes, and whatever elſe 
would ariſe. from the Sale of my 
other Things; then again, I would 
dunkel myſelf for my Suſpicions of 
him, who, in all other Caſes, 
had demeaned himſelf faithfully, 
to me, and my Courſe of Thought 
biaſſed me, to judge ill of the 
whole. Veſſels Crew, who imagin- 
ing my Boxes might contain Matters 
of no mean Value, might have car - 
ried off my Map inyoluntarily, and 
not only ſo, hut might poſſibly 
murder him, to pave their Way, 
with leſs Danger, to the Plunder. 
After framing ſeveral Conjectures 
in my Mind, I began to form an 
Argument from the Conduct of 
Stringer and Flqher, on the fore- 
going Night, --(for there could be 
no Villainy ſo. deſperate, or Machi- 
nation ſo iniquitous, that I could 
L 116 not 
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not conclude them capable of) that 
poſſibly, the Departure 4" the Vel- 
fel, might have been procured by 
their Means, in order the more to 
depreſs: me, and render me more 
ſupple to their Parpoſes : For I no 
ſooner ſaw Stringer at Mrs. New 
burgh's, than I quitted all Doubt, 
that the Scheme to bring me thither 
was the Earl's; not 085 to remove 
me from the Power and Knowledge 
of my Huſband, but alſo from 
England too, (where I might, and 
with Facility could, have juſtified 
myſelf, from every malicious Impu- 
tation) into the Hands of thoſe 
Tools of his Indignation, till they 
might reduce me to ſuch a State, as 
to prefer his late Offer, and my 
Liberty, to perpetual Harafling, 
and Condit; ee ORGY and 
P enur7. P32) 
This, I 40% I now mal no 
Doubt of; but whenever the Earl's 
Stratagems recurred to my Mind, 
the Delight I took in cou 
an 
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and oppoſing them, proved the 
moſt friendly Balſam to my wound 
ed Spirits; for then, I wrought 
from Inclination,; which added 
Vigour to every Reſolve en 
that Way. 

Having gained at the Water-fide, 
the beſt Information that T could of 
the Veſſel; my Servant, and Goods, 
and that fully ſufficient to fatisfy 
me, that I ſhould never ſee either 
of them more, I kept up my Spi- 
rits, upon the Proſpect of the 
Banker's anſwering ſuch Draughts 
as I ſhould make u him, and 
poſted back to Mrs. Neuburgb, with 
the melancholy State of my Affairs, 
and under full View of writing to 
the Banker for that Purpoſe, by the 
next Pacquet; and for kene 
Payment of any loſt Notes, 
they ſhould be tendered to him; and 
alſo, I thought to defire him, to 
ſend my Servants thirty Pounds for 
their e "Y __ 12 7 mie to 


them. 


© Upon 
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Upon ſummoning my Parſe, it 
anſwered to eighteen broad Pieces, 
which I hoped would prove a Com- 
petency, till my Returns from 
England ſhould arrive, and then 
entering Mrs. Newburgh's Room, I 
ſurrendered myſelf her Priſoner. 

She informed me, that Mr. She 
pard, whom I called Stringer, had 
been with her, deſiring to ſee me. 
That ſhe had ſignified to him my 
being abroad, upon my Parole; and 
that ſhe expend me before Vide 
acr-time. 

He ſeemed, the ſaid, to have 
coveted an Intimacy with her, be- 
yond what ſhe had approved, from 
the indifferent Character I had given 
her of him; but that he would ob- 
trude his Sentiments Lake her, 
right or wrong; inſinuating, that if 
he could but have af en an Hour's 
Talk with me, before Player began 
to be troubleſome, - he doubted not 
but that I would go off with him, 
and thereby eſcape . Fury: 

For 
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For tlrat he was determined to pro- 
ſecute me. for a double Marriage, 
and had been ddvifing with his Law- 
yer upon it already; but faid, he 
believed nothing would be concluded 
upon as that Day; and that he 
would wait in bis Room till J came 
in, of which he delired 1 to have' the 
earlieſt Notice. 

We debated it over oe ſome 
Time, whether I ſhould give him 
a Meeting, or deny myſelf to him; 
when at length, it was upon many 
Accounts agreed, that J ſhould ſee 
him, leſt by declining it, T might 
ſeem to * a guilty Conſcience, 
which would avoid the Touch-ſtone 
of Truth. I therefore ſent the 
Maid to inform him of my Return, 
and that if he had any Thing to 
communicate to me, IJ was then 
with Mrs. Ng in het Dunn 
room. | as 

In Anſwer- to this, ringe. re- 
turned, that he would intreat the 
Favour of ſome Conference with 

F mme 


„ — 
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me in his own Chamber; but that, 
I abſolutely refuſed him, - aſſuring 
him, by the ſame Meſſenger, that 
my Choice, which even led me to 
decline the Sight of him at any 
Rate, would never more permit 
me to engage ſingly in Company 
with him again, but that if he had 
any Thing to offer, fit for me to 
hear, it could not conſiſt of ſo pri- 
vate a Nature, as for me to exclude 
Mrs. Newburgh from the Participa- 
tion of it; ſo that I-defired him, 
either to. deliver himſelf in her Pre- 
ſence, or to lay afide all Thoughts 
of offering it to me. 

Though this was by no means 
agreeable to Stringer's Inclination, 
whoſe Mind was fraught with 
ſuch a Cargoe, as was by no means 
adapted to a public Audience; yet, 
ſenſible his every Effort to gain me 
to himſelf, would prove unſucceſsful, 
after the Anſwer I had returned 
him to his Requeſt, he ventured in 
to us, where ſolemnly alledging, 

2 that 
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that he had Privacies to offer to my 
Conſideration, proper only for my 
own Notice, he begged the Favour 
of Mrs. Newburgh to withdraw, for 
a few Minutes, ſince his Buſineſs 
would require no LATER: of n 
with me. fare is 
I perem toril 0 97 er leav- 
ing — Which 82 ſtrenuouſſy 
ane upon, and with ſome ſeem- 
g ſincerity aſſerting, that he had 
maine of the laſt ' Import to my 
Welfare to inform me of, I began, 
through the bent of natural Curioſity, 
to ſlacken the Rigor of my firſt Re- 
ſolution, by ſubmitting to her leav- 
ing us, upon her Engagement to 
ſtir no further from us, than the 
next Room, and to return upon the 
leaſt Call, or other Noiſe that ſhe 
ſhould hear: For I oon, I was not 
without Hopes, that poſſibly he 
might have reflected ſo ſeriouſly, as 
to have ſeen his Folly, and have 
repented of the treacherous Service 
he eee in; by which 


means, 
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means, 1 might, probably, have 
penetrated che Depth of the Eart's 
Policy, and besen the bettet pre= 
pared for counterplotting him. 
Mrs. Newbarth, havifig now left 
us together, (though I l by no 
means ſuffer him to lock the Door) | 
he thus began to acoſt me. 
Madam, faid he, finee no intrud- 
ing Eye can penetrate, no officious 
Ear can collect, or ſubtle Senſe per- 
ceive, what paſſes from me to you, 
but your own ; ſo as to octaſion any 
Alteration in, or Abortion to, What 
is, or may be propoſed to you, of 
in futute accompliſhed ; 1 = 
leave to explain myſelf fo fully to 
your Comprehenſion, that weicher 
Doubt, or Scruple of my Meaning, 
may remain with you. | 
Believe me, Madam, I am not 
about to juſtify, either my prior 
Conduct at his Lordſhip's, or the 
Part I have acted between the Eatl' 
of B-——z, and your Ladyſhip, or 
what may have ſince happened, 
A... from 
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from any Motive of my own ; 
ſenſible as I am, of my own Defi- 
ciency, ſhould I attempt it ; ut 
Madam, that future Events m 
glide in a Channel moſt 1 e 
to you, I take leave to offer my 
Advice to your Ladyſhip. 

You are but too well apprized, 
with what Inveteracy the Earl 
of B proſecutes his Ran- 
cour againſt you. It is with an 
Eye full of Vengeance, that he 
beholds in you, a Daughter-in- 
Law ; fince by your Marriage with 
his Son, he is deprived of thoſe Ad- 
vantages, which from the Alliances 
his Father could unite him to, 
would redound to his Family. 

Your Ladyſhip is not now to 
learn, (for ſurel y by your. Sufferings, 
you muſt long ere now, have ex- 


perienced) that neither yourſelf, or 


Lord G4, can have the leaſt 
peacable Moments in Expectation, 


ſo long as the Earl lives: For aſſure 


Vo. 1. L. your- 
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yourſelves, his Devices againſt you, 
will but conclude with his Being. 

Now, what I have before hinted 
at, tends equally to the Inquietude 
of you both; but what I am in the 
next Place to proceed to, will Prin- 

cipally relate to yourſelf. 

What reverſionary Hopes can you 
form to yourſelf from Lord Ga, 
upon his Father's Death ? Will he 
not then feel the Deveſtiture of a 
noble Eſtate, which will have paſſed 
into other Hands, and might all 
have been his own, but for that you 
were his Wife? With what an Eye 
of ſcorn, contempt, and - hatred, 
muſt he then behold you? As 
poiſonous muſt you then prove to 
his Sight, or Touch, as an Aſp, or 
Viper. Madam, he muſt curſe the 
Day that firſt made you inſeparably 
his own, for it can never be preſumed, 
that Lord G—r—, with all his Vir- 
tues, can fo abſolutely diveſt himſelf 
of human Paſſions, as not to repine 


at the Loſs of ſuch vaſt Acquiſitions, 
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as yourſelf will be the only Impedi- 
ment to his obtaining. What leſs 
then muſt you expect, than to be 
deſpiſed, ſpurned at, turned out of 
Doors, and abandoned by him, as 
the guilty Authoreſs of his undo- 
ing? He muſt, I fay, whilſt hu- 
man Paſſions govern him, loath and 
deteſt you; and poſhbly, in the 
Summit of his Deſperation, reduce 
you to the Dregs of Miſery. 
Madam, added he, the Scene 
that I have thus undertaken to plan 
out. to you, 1s not ſo uncommon, as 
that it ſhould be ſuſpected for a vain 
Chimera, and yet, it 1s. avoidable, 
Were it not better then, in time to 
bethink yourſelf, and whilſt Lord 
G---7---d's Peace is (till attainable, 
and your own Comforts in Life 
may be laſting, to renounce your 
Claim to him, before you may be- 
come ſenſible. of the Pangs of an 
involuntary Separation? Had you 
not better, I ſay, teſtify your Com- 
pliance to the Earl's Deſires, by 
; F 7 UE" the 
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the Acceptance of another Huſband, 
(for nothing leſs than that will be a 
ſufficient Security, againſt your fu- 
ture Claim to Lord G=-r--d, in the 
Earl's Opinion) and bind him firmly 
to your future Intereſt ? 

I had no longer Patience at this 
Harrangue ; but was about to have 
replied with ſome Warmth ; which 
Stringer perceiving, ſtopt me thort. 
Dear Madam, ſaid he, hear me 
out. Nothing, I fay, but your 
Marriage to ſome other Man, can 
convince the Earl of your hearty 
Concurrence with his Wiſhes, and 
the Intereſt of his Son, and inſtate 
you in a ſettled Courſe of Tranqui- 
lity, under the Sunſhine of his fu- 
tare Fayors to you. 

I am ready, Madam, to accept 
you for my Wife, nor ſhall I inſiſt 
upon other Merit, than an inviolable 
Affection for you. I am certain it 
would be in vain ſhould J attempt 
it; but that you may be aſſured of 
a- comfortable Subfiftence as my 

2 Wife 
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Wife, (in cafe you ſhall ſufficiently 
conſider your own Advantage to be- 
come ſo) his Lordſhip, of his 
Bounty, will beſtow on each of us, 
a thouſand Pounds, upon the Day 
of our Marriage, and allow us each, 
an Annuity of a clear hundred 
Pounds a-year ; with which Dona- 
tions, I doubt not, but we may 
paſs through the Remainder of 
Life, happily. 275 

As for your Children, Madam, 
added he, they are provided for, 
and will be no more burdenſom to 
you. Your Coach, your Horſes, 
your houſhold Furniture, all are 
ſold and gone, not a Rag is left 
you, nor will Lord Gd ever ſee 
you more. Now, whether of thefe 
is the better, either by your obſti- 
nately adhering to your Claim to 
Lord G--r--4, who in Obedience to 
his Father's Commands has deſerted 
you, to render both 'him and your- 
ſelf contemned by the Earl, and 
miferable? Or by accepting of me 
Wer: for 
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for your Huſband, not only to ſub- 
fiſt happily yourſelf; but at the 
ſame time, to reſtore his Lordſhip 
to the Care and Protection, of an 
indulgent Parent? 

Theſe, Madam, being the Bene- 
fits to redound from a Compliance 
to the Earl's Will; permit me ſome 
what more to enlarge upon the 
Conſequences, moſt aſſuredly atten- 
dant on your Contumacy. You. 
cannot be inſenſible, to the Infeli- 
city of your preſent Condition, from 
the Proceſs that has hitherto been 
concerted to diſtreſs you, and poſ- 
fibly, to deprive you of Life, at 
leaſt, of all future Credit, and Cha- 
rater in Life; and all Favor from 
Lord G-=-7---d: For Player will 
{wear you to be his Wife, and that 
you have ſo been for many Years, 
and of this he will produce Evi- 
dence, who were preſent at your 
Nuptials with him. I alſo am com- 
pelled to do the like; which, your 
following me by the Name of She- 
„ 
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pard, enquiring for me by that 
Name, and as my Wife, with your 
acknowledging me for your Huſband 
before Mrs. Newburgh and her Fa- 
mily, when you convoked them all 
to my Aſſiſtance; your readineſs to 
have bedded with me, and man 
other Circumſtances, which in due 
Time will all be marſhalled againft 
you, will but the more contribute 
to confirm. LOS | 

Now, theſe Things all laid to- 
gether, and duly weighed, how will 
you, Madam, added he, in a ſtran 
Country, deſtitute of all -manner of 
Supplies, (for your Servant and 
Baggage have been diſpoſed of by 
Player's Means, and all Payments 
likewiſe ſtopt at your Banker's) how 
will you, I ſay, diveſted of all fu- 
ture Aid, Relief, and Suſtenance, 
as alſo of every Hope of Evidence 
( ſave your own; Word, which in 
your own Cauſe will avail nothing) 
how can you, I fay, in oppoſition 

| Fi ar ras 
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to the clear, and poſitive, Evidence, 
that will be offered to your Diſcre- 
dit, pretend to ſtem the Tide, that 
mult ſo impetuouſiy bear you down 
before it ? 

Madam, added he, you muſt be 
loſt, you muſt be undone; and that 
irretrievably too, and without Re- 
demption; unleſs, beholding your 
own Intereſt in the Mirrour 1 — 
expoſed to your View, you comply 
to a Marriage with me; in which 
Caſe only, I can aſſure you of better 
Days, and both of his Lordſhip's, 


Jo's his Father's Benevolence, to us 
both, 


The END of the FIRST VoLUME. 


